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Introduction

 

 

We are all on a journey in this life.  

 

When we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, it becomes a walk with the Creator.  

 

We are literally walking with Christ each day.

 

One set of footprints in the sand?  

 

He never left us...He was carrying us..."Footprints in the Sand."


Chapter 1: 

The Road Less Traveled

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

 

From Robert Frost’s Poem, 

“The Road Not Taken”

 

 

I didn’t take the road less traveled by...

 

I ended up on it.

 

And that- has made all the difference.

 

That’s probably the mainstream path of a Christian.

 

Most are raised in Christian homes.

 

They receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

 

They reach some type of fork in the road of their Christianity.

 

It challenges their faith.

 

They take a detour.

 

They rebel.

 

They bottom out. 

 

They return to the faith.

 

Some don’t.

 

Some never come back to the faith.

 

They just leave it.

 

God shows us the path of most Christians with Israel as an example.

 

When Israel is obedient and following God’s commands, they prosper.

 

When Israel is disobedient, they are disciplined or taken into captivity.

 

Those who bless Israel are blessed.

 

Those who curse Israel are cursed.

 

Obey God’s commands and He will give you favor.

 

Disobey God’s commands in the Bible and He will discipline you if you are His.

 

As a Christian, when you repent from your disobedience, God blesses you.

 

He gives you favor.

 

It takes some of us a lifetime to figure out this pattern!

 

Maybe you weren’t raised in a Christian home.

 

Maybe you found Jesus Christ on your own.

 

The pattern is the same for all Christians...

 

Obedience= Favor.

Disobedience= Discipline.

 

For many of us though...

 

we charge out of the gates in life...

 

and do it our own way.

 

We don’t follow the simple instructions in the Bible.

 

We end up learning them through years of experience.

 

We finally end up learning that doing it the way God instructs us in the Bible is the secret to a good life...

 

Not without trials and tribulations though.

 

We’re going to get that as Christians.

 

It toughens our resolve and strengthens our faith.

 

I’ll never forget hearing the words of a very well known preacher

speaking to this topic...

 

Somebody said to him something along the lines of “Well everybody has to learn for themselves...  they have to first go out and do things their way and then figure out how 

to get it right by then doing it God’s way.”

 

The preacher responded....”Sure they can do it that way....or they do have the option to just do it God’s way first and skip a lot of the frustrations, trials, and tribulations!”

 

This life can be a lot easier when we simply obey God’s commands from the start.

 

The Easier way...

 

Learn the Bible.

 

Learn the instructions and lessons through all the stories in the Bible and apply them to your life and in your decisions.

 

You’re better prepared to take that road less traveled instead of ending up on it!

 

Either way, you’re going to make mistakes.

 

You’re going to run into difficulties.

 

Nobody gets it perfect.

 

You’re going to run into people and situations that challenge your faith.

 

The walk with Jesus Christ is the road less traveled.

 

But it makes all the difference.

 

1 John 1:7  (NKJV)

 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

 


Chapter 2:
Footprints in the Sand

 

One of the best illustrations of our walk with God, Jesus Christ, 

is the poem,  
“Footprints in the Sand,” also known as, “Footprints”:

 

One night I dreamed a dream.

As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.

Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,

One belonging to me and one to my Lord.

 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me,

I looked back at the footprints in the sand.

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,

especially at the very lowest and saddest times,

there was only one set of footprints.

 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,

You'd walk with me all the way.

But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,

there was only one set of footprints.

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me."

 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you

Never, ever, during your trials and testings.

When you saw only one set of footprints,

It was then that I carried you."

 

The more we learn to strengthen our faith, we realize that indeed, 

God is many times carrying us along this road less traveled.

When we are aware of this, we become grateful.

We drop our pride.

We acknowledge our creator above and beside us...

Each day.

 


Chapter 3:
Solomon

 

There is a lot to be learned by studying the walks of 

all of the people in the Bible.

 

Sure, it’s easier to turn to God when things aren’t going our way...

When we’re down...

 

Those are the easy times to turn to God and get back on the right path.

 

Solomon though....he had it all, it seemed!

 

God gave him everything.

 

Exactly what did Solomon have?

 

Read about Solomon from the Book of Kings here.

 

Why did God give Solomon nearly everything a man could want?

 

Because of Solomon’s request...

 

1 Kings 3:6-14 (NKJV)

 

6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

 

7 Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”

 

10 The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 

 

13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

 

 

Great, right?...

 

What could we possibly learn from Solomon?

 

To ask God for wisdom?

 

Sure...that’s a given by that example.

 

How can we relate with Solomon though besides this?

 

Because Solomon basically labels it all “meaningless,” in Ecclesiastes 1.

 

At the end of his life....this is what Solomon deemed

as important:

 

Ecclesiastes 12  (NKJV)

Seek God in Early Life

 

12 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth,

Before the difficult days come,

And the years draw near when you say,

“I have no pleasure in them”:

2 While the sun and the light,

The moon and the stars,

Are not darkened,

And the clouds do not return after the rain;

3 In the day when the keepers of the house tremble,

And the strong men bow down;

When the grinders cease because they are few,

And those that look through the windows grow dim;

4 When the doors are shut in the streets,

And the sound of grinding is low;

When one rises up at the sound of a bird,

And all the daughters of music are brought low.

5 Also they are afraid of height,

And of terrors in the way;

When the almond tree blossoms,

The grasshopper is a burden,

And desire fails.

For man goes to his eternal home,

And the mourners go about the streets.

 

6 Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed,

Or the golden bowl is broken,

Or the pitcher shattered at the fountain,

Or the wheel broken at the well.

7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was,

And the spirit will return to God who gave it.

 

8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher,

“All is vanity.”

 

The Whole Duty of Man

 

9 And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Preacher sought to find acceptable words; and what was written was upright—words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 12 And further, my son, be admonished by these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the flesh.

 

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

 

Fear God and keep His commandments,

For this is man’s all.

14 For God will bring every work into judgment,

Including every secret thing,

Whether good or evil. 


Chapter 4:

Running

 

You’re either running...

 

1. Away from the Lord

2. To the Lord, or 

3. The Race of Faith

 

Are you a Christian?

 

Are you saved?

 

How is your faith?

 

Are you running the race of faith each day?

 

Have you run into a fork in the road of your faith and chosen to 

run away from the Lord?

 

Have you completely abandoned your faith?

 

No matter where you are in life, you are in one of those 3 categories.

 

Running Away from the Lord

 

If you’re running away from the Lord....why?

 

What happened that caused you to turn away from the Lord?

 

Was it another person?

 

An unfair situation?

 

A let down?

 

Prayers unanswered?

 

God hasn’t forgotten about you.

You are still just as important as you’ve ever been to the Lord.

He has heard every one of your prayers.

 

He wants to give you the desires of your heart.

 

He isn’t going to give you anything that will destroy you.

 

Jeremiah 29:11  (NKJV)

 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 

says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

to give you a future and a hope.

 

You may have given up on God, but He never gives up on you.

 

You can always return to the Lord.

 

He wants to completely restore you...

 

Luke 15:11-32 (NKJV)

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

 

11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’

 

20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.

 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’

 

28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ”

 

Running to the Lord

 

There is no better feeling than running to the Lord.

 

What was lost is found.

 

As long as you are alive, you can find Christ.

 

The devil may try to convince you that you are beat...that he has won.

 

The reality is that as long as you are alive, you can get back to Christ.

 

Read the Bible.

 

Live each day according to His commands.

 

Pray as much as you need to God, through Jesus Christ.

 

In all of your prayers say “In the name of Jesus Christ I pray...”

 

You will be able to reconnect!

 

Once you do- you will find yourself running to the Lord.

 

Matthew 18:12-14  (NKJV)

 

12 “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? 13 And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

 

Are you saved?  

 

If you’re not saved, you can run to the Lord!

 

Romans 10:9-10  (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

The Race of Faith

 

Our entire journey here as Christians is a “race of faith.”

 

All that is required is that we keep running the race!

 

We’ll have up and down days, weeks, even years...just get back up each day and stay in the race.

 

Once you gain momentum through daily discipline of prayer and living by God’s Word, you see the race more clearly.

 

Regardless, God’s grace through the Holy Spirit will be there for you as a guide.

 

It is only your job as a Christian, running the race of faith, to stay 

connected to God through His word and obey His commandments.

 

You start realizing how short our time on this earth is!

 

This is a race for eternity.

 

All we have to focus on each day is running the race of faith.

 

We do this by walking with the Lord.

 

When we learn to slow down and simply walk with the Lord, 

we are running that race efficiently.

 

There is no prize for who gets through this life and across the finish line the quickest!

 

Our only requirement is to cross the finish line in faith.

 

Hebrews 12  (NKJV)

The Race of Faith

 

12 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 


Chapter 5: 

Narrow is the Way...

 

Matthew 7:13-14  (NKJV)

The Narrow Way

 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

 

A City of Gold....

Streets of Gold!

Transparent....like Glass!

Walls made of Jewels...

No more evil.

 

The New Jerusalem

 

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.

 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

 

The Glory of the New Jerusalem

 

22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

 

Ah...but narrow is the way that leads to it.

 

It’s a very short life here.

 

Keep God’s commandments.

 

Stay close to the Shepherd!

 

Await His return.

 

He is returning soon for His flock!

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  (NKJV)

The Comfort of Christ’s Coming

 

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

 

Satan knows all of this.

 

He is trying his hardest right now to tempt the entire world into sin and into losing their eternal 

salvation...losing eternity in paradise through Christ.

 

Don’t get fooled by Satan.

 

If you’re not saved....get saved.

 

Gain the victory of eternity in paradise through Jesus Christ.

 

Romans 10:9-10  (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

Stay on the narrow path.

 

Don’t compromise to sin.  

 

It only leads to destruction.

 

Stay close to the Lord and His Word in the Bible. 

 

Keeping looking up!

 

Your redemption draws near!

 

Luke 21:28  (NKJV)

 

28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”

 


Chapter 6:

The Highway to Hell

 

Matthew 7:13  (NKJV)

Broad is the Way that Leads to Destruction

 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 

 

The World’s Way...

 

Looking for a quick, easy way to Hell?

 

Just follow the World’s way!

 

1 John 2:16  (NKJV)

 

16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

 

Proverbs 14:12  (NKJV)

 

12 There is a way that seems right to a man,

But its end is the way of death.

 

Most of the time, whatever the world values, is contrary to God’s word.

 

Are you on the “Highway to Hell?”

 

Are you living your life according to God’s Word in the Bible?

 

Are you trying to follow His Word?

 

Are you repenting of your sins?

 

John 14:15 (NKJV)

 

15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

 

Matthew 7:21-23  (NKJV)

I Never Knew You

 

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

 

If you haven’t received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior you are on the Highway to Hell whether you believe it or not...

 

John 14:6  (NKJV)

 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me.

 

How do you get off the Highway to Hell??

 

Receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and repent of your sins...

 

John 3:16  (NKJV)

 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

 

Romans 10:9-10  (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

It’s not too late yet!

 

It will be soon.

 

Get on the Highway to Heaven!

 


Chapter 7:
The Walk

 

It is a race of faith...

 

But when you gain momentum in your relationship with Jesus Christ, it becomes a walk.

 

A daily, peaceful, journey.

 

Life becomes more enjoyable.

 

More calm.

 

It all slows down.

 

You are no longer living at the pace of the world.

 

Because you are no longer “of” the world...

 

You are now living in the Spirit.

 

You are living in the fruits of the Spirit...

 

Galatians 5:22-23  (NKJV)

 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

 

Whenever you feel rushed, discontent, agitated, frustrated, etc...

 

Slow down.

 

Walk with the Lord.

 

He’s right there with you.

 

Everyday.

 

Satan tries to get us into a panic about everything everyday.

 

God says “Slow down.....I’ve got this.”

 

The world (Satan) says “No, He doesn’t!”

 

It becomes a faith battle.

 

Realizing you are in a faith battle each day makes this much easier.

 

It allows you to calm down and simply enjoy the walk with the Lord.

 

One day at a time.

 

No matter how hectic life becomes.

 

John 16:33  (NKJV)

 

33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 

I have overcome the world.”

 

In fact, the more hectic life gets....slow down even more!

 

Psalm 27:14  (NKJV)

 

14 Wait on the Lord;

Be of good courage,

And He shall strengthen your heart;

Wait, I say, on the Lord!

 

Isaiah 40:31  (NKJV)

 

31 But those who wait on the Lord

Shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,

They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.

 

Don’t lose your faith....strengthen it!... by simply waiting

on the Lord and doing whatever you can each day.

 

Don’t worry about everything you have no control over.




God’s got it!

 

The bigger the challenge, the greater the victory in Christ.

 

Wait on the Lord.

 

It’s a daily walk of faith with the Lord.

 

One day at a time.

 

He never leaves you.

 

He’s always right there with you...

 

Isaiah 41:10  (NKJV)

 

10 Fear not, for I am with you;

Be not dismayed, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you,

Yes, I will help you,

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’

 

Deuteronomy 31:6  (NKJV)

 

6 Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; 

for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. 

He will not leave you nor forsake you.”

 

Hebrews 13:5-8  (NKJV)

 

5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; 

be content with such things as you have. 

For He Himself has said, 

“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

6 So we may boldly say:

 

“The Lord is my helper;

I will not fear.

What can man do to me?”

 

Romans 8:37-39  (NKJV)

 

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

2 Timothy 4:7-8  (NKJV)

 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.


Isaiah 40:31  (NKJV)

 

31 But those who wait on the Lord

Shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,

They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.
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