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DEDICATION

 

This book is dedicated to Jesus Christ, my Family & You.

The Lord, Jesus Christ, was crucified and died on the cross to gain your eternal victory-your eternal salvation- almost 2000 years ago. All you have to do to accept His gift of eternal salvation, is receive Him as your Lord & Savior- and you will live in Paradise forever- and escape the hell on earth right around the corner; escape the flames of eternal damnation in the lake of fire.

 

 

Romans 10:9-10

 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

 

 

John 3:16

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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INTRODUCTION

 

“The Lord’s Victory,” is a compilation of some of the legendary stories from the Bible, centered on how God manifested miraculous victories through normal, everyday, flawed people, so that everyone who witnessed these would know it was and could only be- the Lord’s victories.

 

Revisiting or reading about these stories for the first time help remind Christians the power of living in faith until we are called up in the Rapture.

 

Renewing of the Mind

Romans 12:2 

 

 

2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

 

We already know the victor, Jesus Christ, who gained the ultimate victory for all of humanity, 2000 years ago at Calvary (for those who choose to receive it. See Romans 10:9-10)

 

Jesus Christ, the Victor

John 16:33

 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

 


Chapter 1

Noah

 

Background

 

Noah was the 9th of the pre-flood patriarchs listed in the Old Testament of the Bible-through the line of Seth, son of Lamech. Seth was one of the 3 sons of Adam and Eve, along with Cain and Abel; Adam and Eve, the first two humans. Noah and his wife, Naamah, had 3 sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

 

Genesis

 

The story of Noah is found primarily in the Book of Genesis. He was born around 3000 B.C. and lived to 950 years old; he was one of the oldest living people in the Bible. Moses for example, alive around the late 1500’s B.C. lived to be 120 years old.

 

The Great Flood & the Ark

 

The date of the great flood, which Noah is most well known for, happened somewhere around 2500 B.C when Noah was 600 years old. Noah was chosen by God, as you’ll read about in Genesis, to construct an Ark 1.5 football fields long (150 yards), 25 yards wide, and 3 stories high, capable of holding many persons and animals.

 

Only 8 people Boarded the Ark...

 

Only 8 people, Noah, his 3 sons and their wives, chose to be saved, along with the many animals they rescued aboard the Ark before the flood. The Ark would save them all from the Great Flood that would wipe out the rest of humanity on earth.

 

Genesis 6:5-8
The Wickedness and Judgment of Man

 

5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

 

Genesis 6:13-22
The Ark Prepared

 

13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.

 

(A Cubit is = 1/2 yard)- so the Ark was 150 yards long, 25 yards wide, and 15 yards high)

 

16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.

 

18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. 21 And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them.”

 

22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.

 

Genesis 7
The Great Flood

 

Noah was instructed by God in Genesis 7 to bring 7 each of every clean animal- male and female.
2 each of animals unclean- male and female, and 7 each of the birds of the air - male and female.

 

He told Noah that in 7 days, He would make it rain 40 days and 40 nights on all the earth causing a great flood that would wipe out all living creatures.

 

Genesis 7:9-12
Boarding the Ark...the Flood Begins

 

9 two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.

 

Genesis 7:19-21
All Living Creatures Wiped Out...

 

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man.

 

The waters remained at that level for 150 days.

 

The End of the 40 Days...

Genesis 8:4-6

 

4 Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 6 So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made.

 

The Ark landed somewhere near Mt. Ararat in the mountains of eastern Turkey.

 

The Land Dry Once Again...

Genesis 8:13-14

 

13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. 14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

 

Out of the Ark...
Genesis 8:15-19

 

15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.

 

The Lord’s Covenant with Noah

Genesis 9:11

 

11 Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

 

The Rainbow as a Sign of that Covenant

Genesis 9:14-15

 

14 It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 15 and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.

 

Noah became a farmer, planting vineyards, and lived to be 950 years old before he died.(350 years after the flood.) He was succeeded by his 3 sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth with Ham as the father of Canaan. Through them, all of humanity would be restored and repopulated.


Chapter 2
Abraham

 

Who was Abraham?

 

Abraham was the son of Terah, a descendent of Noah. Noah, his three sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their wives, were the only ones saved in the Great Flood around 2500 B.C. Abraham was an average man living in Turkey around 2000 B.C. who God chose to bless all of the Jews, the nation of Israel, and all of humanity through...

 

In Genesis 12, we first see God speaking to Abraham:

 

12 The Lord had said to Abraham, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.

 

I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing,

and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”

 

Abraham was 75 Years Old...

 

At 75 years old, Abraham did as God directed. He left his dwelling in Harran in modern day Turkey where he lived and set out southward for the Land of Canaan (modern day Israel and surrounding areas). 

 

Canaan (Israel)

 

He took with him his wife Sarah, possessions, and servants along with his nephew Lot. They traveled through Egypt and then turned back to the north landing at Bethel (near Jerusalem) where they departed ways with Lot. Lot chose modern day Jordan of the Sodomites (Sodom & Gomorrah) and Abraham lived in Canaan.

 

Land Given to Abraham and His Descendants by the Lord

Genesis 13:14-18

 

14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look around from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”

 

18 So Abram went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he pitched his tents. There he built an altar to the Lord.

 

Abraham could not possibly have known it at the time, but the Lord’s promises of land and blessing of him and his people and all of humanity would stand forever.

 

How would he be made a great nation? 


 

First of all, God promised Abraham in Genesis 13:14-18 (below) that his offspring would be made like the “dust of the earth” if anyone could count all of the dust on the earth would equal his offspring. He would literally have millions of descendants after him.

 

The nation would be great, because as the Lord said, “I will make you into a great nation.” The Lord would bless Abraham and all of his descendants who would make up the Jews. The nation of Israel, would comprise all of this land given to Abraham and his descendants. Whoever blesses this nation will be blessed and whoever curses Israel, will be cursed.

 

Indeed this has been the case concerning Israel and Abraham’s descendants.

 

How was he a blessing?

 

Abraham was a blessing because of God’s covenant with him. Abraham’s faith shown through his willingness to do as God directed was a blessing to him and his people through the land God gave him and later a blessing to the entire world, because God later gave His only Son, Jesus Christ, as a sacrifice to give all of humanity the opportunity to be saved by receiving Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

 

How were those who cursed him cursed?

 

Any nation that has risen against Israel has fallen, while Israel and the Jews, despite their persecution, have persevered and prospered.

 

Lot Captured & Rescued by Abraham

 

While in Sodom, Lot was captured by 4 invading kings along with all of his possessions. Learning of this, Abraham, along with 318 trained men pursued Lot as far as Damascus where they were victorious and successfully rescued Lot, the people, and possessions. The Kings of Sodom and of Salem offered gifts and rewards to Abraham, but he refused them and gave credit for the victory to the Lord.

 

The Lord Acknowledges Abraham

Genesis 15:1 New International Version (NIV)

 

15 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:

 

“Do not be afraid, Abram.

I am your shield,

your very great reward.”

 

Up until this time, Abraham was childless, but the Lord confirmed he would have a son who would be his heir- not his servant.

 

Genesis 15:4 New International Version (NIV)

 

4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

 

The Lord Predicts the Jewish Captivity

Genesis 15:13-16 New International Version (NIV)

 

13 Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”

 

Here God is confirming that Abraham’s descendants, the Jews, would suffer hardship, but that He would punish the nations who enslaved and persecuted them. Afterward, they would “come out with great possessions.” Anything that was taken from the Jews, God would return to them and more.

 

The Land Covenants

Genesis 15:18-19 New International Version (NIV)

 

18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”

 

Everlasting Covenant

Genesis 17:7-9

 

7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.”

 

These verses more plainly state the land God had ordained to Abraham and his descendents, the Jews.

 

 

Abraham’s Plea with the Lord to Save Sodom & Gomorrah

 

The Lord announces that he is going to deal with Sodom and Gomorrah...

 

Genesis 18:20

 

20 And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”

 

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

 

26 So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.”

 

27 Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?”

 

So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.”

 

29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?”

 

So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”

 

30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?”

 

So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

 

31 And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?”

 

So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.”

 

32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?”

 

And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33 So the Lord went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

 

Apparently there was not ten righteous people in Sodom and Gomorrah, because the Lord destroyed the entire city sparing only Lot.

 

God Tests Abraham

In Genesis Chapter 22 of the Old Testament, God tests Abraham.

He orders Abraham to make the ultimate sacrifice- his only son Isaac...

 

Genesis 22

 

1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”

 

2“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

 

3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.”

 

6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”

 

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”

 

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

 

8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

 

9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

 

11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

 

So he said, “Here I am.”

 

12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

 

13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

 

Faith Rewarded

 

15 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

 

He Lived to 175...

 

At 86 years old, Abraham had a son, Ishmael, with Hagar, and later at 100 years old would have another son with Sarah, 90 years old at the time, named Isaac. He would later have 6 more offspring with a 2nd wife and would live until the age of 175. 

 

Israel- A Blessed and Prosperous Nation

 

As we see today, Israel is a blessed and prosperous Nation. The people have persevered, still suffer persecution, and God continues to bless them thousands of years later, just as He claimed.


Chapter 3
David

 

Background

 

David, an Israelite servant shepherd descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and musician living around 1000 B.C., would later become the 3rd King of Israel behind Abimelech and Saul.

 

He is best known for his defeat of the giant, Goliath, of the Philistines at the Valley of Elah near the Philistine camp between Sucoh and Azekah, northeast of Hebron and Southwest of Jerusalem-modern day Israel- West of the Dead Sea- while Saul was king of Israel.

 

Highlights

David & Goliath

 

At a young age, David stepped up in faith to slew the Philistine giant with a mere sling and stone to claim the victory for the Israelites over the Philistines.

 

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

 

He would later reclaim the Ark of the Covenant from the Philistines and bring it back to the Jewish altar and establish Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. He built the City of David on the Southwest side of Jerusalem opposite of the Temple Mount, located at the Gihon Spring bordered by the Kidron Valley on the east side after conquering the Jebusites there around 1000 B.C.

 

The Judgment on David’s Sin

 

David did commit adultery and also had the man killed in battle, for which the Lord had his son die.

 

David Confirms Solomon Shall Succeed Him as King

 

His 2nd son, Solomon, would succeed David as King around 970-931 B.C. and become one of the wealthiest and wisest people in the entire world throughout history. 

 

Solomon would build the 1st Temple of Jerusalem, the Holy Temple, which would later be destroyed in 587 B.C. by king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia.

 

David Reigns over All of Jerusalem

The Lord’s Covenant with David

The Altar and the Threshing Floor

David’s Last Words

Death of David

 

 

David & Goliath

1 Samuel 17

 

The Israelites stood on a mountain on one side while the Philistines stood on a mountain on the other side with the Valley of Elah in the middle. Goliath was 6 cubits tall = 3 yards = 9 ft tall. He had all bronze armor and carried a sword, spear, and javelin. The spearhead alone weighed 600 shekels or 126 pounds. He was a giant.

 

For 40 days Goliath challenged any man of Israel to fight him for the victory over the Philistines.

 

Goliath Challenges the Israelites

1 Samuel 17:8-11

 

8 Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why have you come out to line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul?

Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.

 

9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

 

David, was a mere shepherd, the youngest of 8 sons of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, named Jesse. He was initially sent to bring food to his brothers preparing for battle against the Philistines. 

 

When he saw the giant, he was not afraid.  Saul approached him, conveying that he was not fit for this battle. David replied that the Lord would deliver the victory just as He had delivered him from the lions and bears as a shepherd.

 

The Lord is My Deliverer

1 Samuel 17: 37

 

37 Moreover David said, “The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”

 

He was given armor to wear, but it didn’t fit, so he simply didn’t use it.

 

David’s words for the Giant

1 Samuel 17:45-47

 

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 

 

46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.”

 

David Slays the Giant

1 Samuel 17:49-51, 54

 

49 Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it.

 

54 And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

 

Saul Resents David...

 

Saul resented David for his victory over the giant and secretly chased him down to kill him, but each time David evaded him. David had the opportunity to kill Saul twice, but each time let him go knowing that the Lord would eventually deal with Saul; it was not his decision since the Lord had appointed Saul as king.

 

Saul Killed, David becomes King

 

Saul and his sons would eventually be killed by the Philistines, while David would become King of Judah at a mere 30 years old; he would reign there for 7 years, 6 months, then King of Israel for 33 years. 

 

The Ark of the Covenant Reclaimed

 

David would later reclaim the Ark of the Covenant from the Philistines to be brought back to Israel; he would win Jerusalem from the Jebusites, which would become the capital of Israel.

 

David Reigns over All of Jerusalem

David Annointed King

2 Samuel 5

 

The tribes and all the elders of Israel approached David and annointed him as King of Israel. He was only 30 years old when he began his reign as King of Judah for 7 years 6 months, and then reigned as King of Israel for 33 years, 40 years total.

 

David soon took Jerusalem from the Jebusites and established the City of David there...

 

The City of David

2 Samuel 5:9-12

 

9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from the Millo and inward. 10 So David went on and became great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him.

 

11 Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters and masons. And they built David a house. 12 So David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel, and that He had exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.

 

David’s Army Defeats the Philistines

2 Samuel 5:19

 

19 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?”

 

And the Lord said to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.”

 

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

 

He brought the Ark out of the house of Abinidab an Israelite of the tribe of Judah in whose house the Ark rested after its return by the Philistines and was going to place it in the City of David, but Uzzah, an Israelite, touched the Ark and made the Oxen stumble at which point God struck him dead.

 

This made David afraid of placing the Ark at the City of David so he rested it at the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for 3 months where the Lord blessed Obed Edom and his entire household.

 

When David saw how the Lord had blessed Obed Edom for keeping the Ark, he moved the Ark to the City of David and offered burnt offerings and celebrated with the people.

 

Michal, Saul’s daughter saw them celebrating and despised David for this.

 

Michal Resents David

2 Samuel 6:20-23

 

20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!”

 

21 So David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me instead of your father and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the Lord, over Israel. Therefore I will play music before the Lord. 22 And I will be even more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight. But as for the maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them I will be held in honor.”

 

23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.

 

The Lord’s Covenant with David

2 Samuel 7:12-16

 

Nathan the prophet spoke on behalf of the Lord to David saying...

 

12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.” ’ ”

 

David then gives his thankfulness and gratitude to the Lord through prayer.

 

David’s Further Conquests

Philistines

 

The Philistines were primarily located along the Western Coast of modern day Israel along the Meditteranean including 5 cities: Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, and Gath.

 

Moabites

 

The Moabites of Moab were located primarily to the east of Jerusalem and below Jericho on the other side of the Dead Sea.

 

Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah

 

The territory of Zobah is thought to be near modern day Lebanon located on the east coast above Israel and adjacent to Syria.

 

2 Samuel 8:4-13

 

4 David took from him one thousand chariots, seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred chariots.

 

5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. 6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants, and brought tribute. So the Lord preserved David wherever he went. 7 And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 Also from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze.

 

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of Hadadezer, 10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze. 11 King David also dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver and gold that he had dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued— 12 from Syria, from Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the Philistines, from Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

 

13 And David made himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians in the Valley of Salt. 14 He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became David’s servants. And the Lord preserved David wherever he went.

 

David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth

 

David wanted to see if there was anyone he could help of the house of Saul on account of Jonathan, Saul’s son, who had been a friend to David and warned David of Saul’s attempts to kill him. 

 

Ziba, the servant of Saul’s house, said Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth, who was lame in both feet, was living elsewhere at the time.

 

Ziba brought Mephibosheth to David, who had these words for him:

 

2 Samuel 9:7,11-13

 

7 So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually.”

 

11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will your servant do.”

 

“As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he shall eat at my table like one of the king’s sons.” 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table. And he was lame in both his feet.

 

The Ammonites and Syrians Defeated

2 Samuel 10

 

David Shows Kindness

 

It happened after this that the king of the people of Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned in his place. 2 Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father showed kindness to me.” 

 

Kindness Rejected

 

So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants came into the land of the people of Ammon. 3 And the princes of the people of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think that David really honors your father because he has sent comforters to you? Has David not rather sent his servants to you to search the city, to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”

 

4 Therefore Hanun took David’s servants, shaved off half of their beards, cut off their garments in the middle, at their buttocks, and sent them away. 5 When they told David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, “Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.”

 

Armies Assembled for Battle

 

6 When the people of Ammon saw that they had made themselves repulsive to David, the people of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers; and from the king of Maacah one thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve thousand men. 7 Now when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men. 8 Then the people of Ammon came out and put themselves in battle array at the entrance of the gate. And the Syrians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, and Maacah were by themselves in the field.

 

Joab Prepares his Men

 

9 When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel’s best and put them in battle array against the Syrians. 10 And the rest of the people he put under the command of Abishai his brother, that he might set them in battle array against the people of Ammon. 11 Then he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me; but if the people of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will come and help you. 12 Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may the Lord do what is good in His sight.”

 

The Syrians Flee

 

13 So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him. 14 When the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai, and entered the city. So Joab returned from the people of Ammon and went to Jerusalem.

 

David Crosses the Jordan with the Israelites to Helam

700 Charioteers and 40,000 Syrians killed

 

15 When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered together. 16 Then Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians who were beyond the River, and they came to Helam. And Shobach the commander of Hadadezer’s army went before them. 17 When it was told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Syrians set themselves in battle array against David and fought with him. 18 Then the Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred charioteers and forty thousand horsemen of the Syrians, and struck Shobach the commander of their army, who died there. 19 And when all the kings who were servants to Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel and served them. So the Syrians were afraid to help the people of Ammon anymore.

 

*Helam is east of the Sea of Galilee above Ammon.

 

David, Bathsheba, and Uriah

2 Samuel 11

 

David commits adultery with Uriah, the Hittite’s wife, Bathsheba, and then has Uriah sent into battle where he is killed. David has a son with Bathsheba and he becomes ill and dies.

 

Nathan’s Parable & David’s Confession

2 Samuel 12

 

Nathan was a prophet living during David’s reign and one day he approached David with a parable about a traveler who requests food provisions from a rich man who denied him.  The traveler then approached a poor man who gave up his only flock to feed the traveler. 

 

David hears this story and at once says that he woud have the rich man killed.  Nathan replies that David is that man. 

 

Nathan is there with this parable to show the Lord’s anger at David for commiting adultery and having Uriah killed; the Lord takes David’s son through illness.

 

David and Bathsheba had a 2nd son, Solomon, who the Lord heavily blessed.

 

Rabbah Captured

2 Samuel 12:26

 

Rabbah is East of Shiloh in Ammon where Joab’s men had fought and taken their water supply.


 

David sent his army to Rabbah and overtook them; he also took the king’s crown that weighed “a talent of gold” with precious jewels- or close to 75-100 lbs along with the rest of the spoils. Their people would help David build the expansion of his cities.

 

Amnon and Tamar

2 Samuel 13 & 14

 

Amnon and Tamar were son and daughter of David. Amnon raped Tamar ; Absalom, one of David’s sons,  had Amnon killed. Absalom then fled to Geshur- east of the Sea of Galilee. 

 

After David found out what had happened, he was not angered, but missed Absalom. Joab brought back Absalom grom Geshur but ignored Absalom’s request to see the king, so Absalom burns Joab’s field and demands to be taken to the king; whereby, Joab does, and David forgives Absalom.

 

Absalom’s Treason and Death

2 Samuel 15-18

 

Absalom eventually gathered a following and  rose up in defiance against his father. His following grew in number enough that King David had to temporarily leave his home and go into hiding. 

 

King David eventually sent his army against Absalom’s. One day, as Absalom was riding in the woods, his head was caught in a terebinth tree which hanged him with his mule still riding on. Joab got news of this, finding Absalom in the tree, and killed him. David received news of his death and mourned the death of his son, Absalom.

 

David Returns to Jerusalem

2 Samuel 19:15-18

 

15 Then the king returned and came to the Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to escort the king across the Jordan. 16 And Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, who was from Bahurim, hurried and came down with the men of Judah to meet King David. 17 There were a thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him; and they went over the Jordan before the king. 18 Then a ferryboat went across to carry over the king’s household, and to do what he thought good.

 

David forgives Shimei

2 Samuel 19:21-23

 

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the Lord’s anointed?”

 

22 And David said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should be adversaries to me today? Shall any man be put to death today in Israel? For do I not know that today I am king over Israel?” 23 Therefore the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king swore to him.

 

David & Mephiboseth Meet

2 Samuel 19:24-30 (Summary)

 

David asks why Mephiboseth didn’t go to Jersualem to meet with him. Mephiboseth said his servant took a donkey for himself and left him there. David answers him and tells him and Ziba to divide the land; Mephibosheth says to give Ziba his land since the king has come back in peace.

 

David’s Kindness to Barzillai

2 Samuel 19:31-38 (Summary)

 

Barzillai, the Gileadite, came down from Rogelim (a town in Gilead of Gad) to meet with the king and cross the Jordan with him. He was very wealthy and old (80 years old) and rode with the king across the Jordan, where he suggested that Chimham, his servant, cross over with king David, which he did.

 

The Quarrel About the King

2 Samuel 19:40-43 (Summary)

 

The men of Judah and the men of Israel got into a quarrel over who were closer to king David; the men of Judah were fiercer.

 

The Rebellion of Sheba
2 Samuel 20:1-2

 

Sheba was considered a rebel, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite who blew a trumpet and said:

 

“We have no share in David,

Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse;

Every man to his tents, O Israel!”

 

2 So every man of Israel deserted David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah, from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king.

 

David then ordered Amasa to assemble the men of Judah and go out and find Sheba before he got away, but Amasa stalled and Sheba got away.

 

David then ordered Abishai, Joab’s brother, to pursue Sheba.  When their army arrived at Gibeon, Amasa joined them. Joab then kills Amasa.

 

Joab and Abishai, his brother, pursued Sheba to Abel of Beth Maachah (north of the Sea of Galilee near Damascus.) where they battered down the wall. 

 

A wise woman approached them and asked why they were going to destroy the city; Joab answered that he was only there to kill Sheba. The woman replied that she would throw his head over the wall to Joab; the people of the city cut off Sheba’s head and threw it over the wall.

 

He then blew a trumpet and all of his men returned to their tents, then returned to Jerusalem to the king.

 

David’s Government Officers

2 Samuel 20:23-26

 

23 And Joab was over all the army of Israel; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24 Adoram was in charge of revenue; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; 25 Sheva was scribe; Zadok and Abiathar were the priests; 26 and Ira the Jairite was a chief minister under David.

 

David Avenges the Gibeonites


2 Samuel 21

 

There was famine for 3 years and David questioned the Lord why this was so. The Lord replied that Saul had killed the Gibeonites, (the town of Gibeon is just above Jerusalem) who were the remnants of the Amorites, (the land above the Dead Sea, east of Jerusalem, between Moab and Ammon) which the Israelites had sworn to protect, but Saul had them killed.

 

So David asked what he could do for them for atonement; they said they had no silver or gold from Saul’s house and they wanted 7 of Saul’s descendents delivered to them before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, who the Lord would choose.

 

Mephibosheth Spared

2 Samuel 21:7-9

 

7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the Lord’s oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 8 So the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; 9 and he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill before the Lord. So they fell, all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest.

 

Famine Comes to an End

 

David gathered Saul’s and Jonathan’s bones along with the other 7 who were put to death,  and brought them back and buried them in the town of Benjamin in Zelah, in the tomb of Kish and his father; he had completed their atonement to the Gibeonites for what Saul had done, and the famine ended.

 

Philistine Giants Destroyed
Samuel 21:15-22 (Summary)

 

Ishbi-Benob, the son of the giant Goliath, who David slew, attempted to kill David, but Abishai, son of Zeruiah, came to his aid and killed Ishbi-Benob.

 

After that there was another battle with the Philistines in Gob (above Zorah and Ekron near Mt Heres), where Sibbechai the Hushathite killed Saph another of the sons of the giant.

 

Another war at Gob with the Philistines where Elhanan son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed the brother of Goliath.

 

Another war at Gath, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s brother killed another giant, a son of Goliath, who had six fingers on each hand, six toes on each foot.

 

All 4 were born to the giant in Gath and fell by the hand of David and his servants.

 

Praise for God’s Deliverance

2 Samuel 22


 

22 Then David spoke to the Lord the words of this song, on the day when the Lord had delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2 And he said:

 

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;

3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust;

My shield and the horn of my salvation,

My stronghold and my refuge;

My Savior, You save me from violence.

4 I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised;

So shall I be saved from my enemies.

 

5 “When the waves of death surrounded me,

The floods of ungodliness made me afraid.

6 The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me;

The snares of death confronted me.

7 In my distress I called upon the Lord,

And cried out to my God;

He heard my voice from His temple,

And my cry entered His ears.

 

8 “Then the earth shook and trembled;

The foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken,

Because He was angry.

9 Smoke went up from His nostrils,

And devouring fire from His mouth;

Coals were kindled by it.

10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down

With darkness under His feet.

11 He rode upon a cherub, and flew;

And He was seen upon the wings of the wind.

12 He made darkness canopies around Him,

Dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

13 From the brightness before Him

Coals of fire were kindled.

 

14 “The Lord thundered from heaven,

And the Most High uttered His voice.

15 He sent out arrows and scattered them;

Lightning bolts, and He vanquished them.

16 Then the channels of the sea were seen,

The foundations of the world were uncovered,

At the rebuke of the Lord,

At the blast of the breath of His nostrils.

 

17 “He sent from above, He took me,

He drew me out of many waters.

18 He delivered me from my strong enemy,

From those who hated me;

For they were too strong for me.

19 They confronted me in the day of my calamity,

But the Lord was my support.

20 He also brought me out into a broad place;

He delivered me because He delighted in me.

 

21 “The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness;

According to the cleanness of my hands

He has recompensed me.

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord,

And have not wickedly departed from my God.

23 For all His judgments were before me;

And as for His statutes, I did not depart from them.

24 I was also blameless before Him,

And I kept myself from my iniquity.

25 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness,

According to my cleanness in His eyes.

 

26 “With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless;

27 With the pure You will show Yourself pure;

And with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.

28 You will save the humble people;

But Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them down.

 

29 “For You are my lamp, O Lord;

The Lord shall enlighten my darkness.

30 For by You I can run against a troop;

By my God I can leap over a wall.

31 As for God, His way is perfect;

The word of the Lord is proven;

He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

 

32 “For who is God, except the Lord?

And who is a rock, except our God?

33 God is my strength and power,

And He makes my way perfect.

34 He makes my feet like the feet of deer,

And sets me on my high places.

35 He teaches my hands to make war,

So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.

 

36 “You have also given me the shield of Your salvation;

Your gentleness has made me great.

37 You enlarged my path under me;

So my feet did not slip.

 

38 “I have pursued my enemies and destroyed them;

Neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed.

39 And I have destroyed them and wounded them,

So that they could not rise;

They have fallen under my feet.

40 For You have armed me with strength for the battle;

You have subdued under me those who rose against me.

41 You have also given me the necks of my enemies,

So that I destroyed those who hated me.

42 They looked, but there was none to save;

Even to the Lord, but He did not answer them.

43 Then I beat them as fine as the dust of the earth;

I trod them like dirt in the streets,

And I spread them out.

 

44 “You have also delivered me from the strivings of my people;

You have kept me as the head of the nations.

A people I have not known shall serve me.

45 The foreigners submit to me;

As soon as they hear, they obey me.

46 The foreigners fade away,

And come frightened from their hideouts.

 

47 “The Lord lives!

Blessed be my Rock!

Let God be exalted,

The Rock of my salvation!

48 It is God who avenges me,

And subdues the peoples under me;

49 He delivers me from my enemies.

You also lift me up above those who rise against me;

You have delivered me from the violent man.

50 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the Gentiles,

And sing praises to Your name.

 

51 “He is the tower of salvation to His king,

And shows mercy to His anointed,

To David and his descendants forevermore.”

 

 

David’s Last Words

2 Samuel 23

 

Now these are the last words of David.

 

Thus says David the son of Jesse;

Thus says the man raised up on high,

The anointed of the God of Jacob,

And the sweet psalmist of Israel:

 

2 “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me,

And His word was on my tongue.

3 The God of Israel said,

The Rock of Israel spoke to me:

‘He who rules over men must be just,

Ruling in the fear of God.

4 And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises,

A morning without clouds,

Like the tender grass springing out of the earth,

By clear shining after rain.’

 

5 “Although my house is not so with God,

Yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant,

Ordered in all things and secure.

For this is all my salvation and all my desire;

Will He not make it increase?

6 But the sons of rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away,

Because they cannot be taken with hands.

7 But the man who touches them

Must be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear,

And they shall be utterly burned with fire in their place.”

 

 

David’s Mighty Men
2 Samuel 23:8-38 (Summary)

 

These verses list all of David’s top soldiers.

 

David’s Census of Israel
2 Samuel 24 (Summary)

 

The Lord’s anger was aroused against Israel and He ordered David to take a census and count the number of Israelites.

 

Joab went out and had them all counted and after 9 months and 20 days they had counted 800,000 Israelites and 500,000 men of Judah.

 

The Judgment on David’s Sin

2 Samuel 24:10-17

 

10 And David’s heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

 

11 Now when David arose in the morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, 12 “Go and tell David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I offer you three things; choose one of them for yourself, that I may do it to you.” ’ ” 13 So Gad came to David and told him; and he said to him, “Shall seven years of famine come to you in your land? Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ plague in your land? Now consider and see what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.”

 

14 And David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”

 

15 So the Lord sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the people died. 16 And when the angel stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now restrain your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

 

17 Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and said, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me and against my father’s house.”

 

 

The Altar and the Threshing Floor


2 Samuel 24:18

 

18 And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”

 

David did as instructed; he bought the threshing floor and used oxen for the offering. He then offered up the oxen as a burnt offering and peace offering to the Lord; the plague was then withdrawn from Israel.

 

Adonijah Presumes to be King

1 Kings 1

 

When David was much older, Adonijah, son of Haggith, exalted himself saying he would be king.

 

8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David were not with Adonijah.

 

So they approached King David and let him know what Adonijah was doing and David responded:

 

 

David Confirms Solomon shall Succeed him as King

1 Kings 1:29-31

 

29 And the king took an oath and said, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from every distress, 30 just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,’ so I certainly will do this day.”

 

31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid homage to the king, and said, “Let my lord King David live forever!”

 

Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiaih son of Jehoiada, were called to the king to blow the trumpet to anoint Solomon as the new king over Israel and Judah.

 

Adonijah, hearing of the news, then approaches the altar and Solomon orders him to his house.

 

David’s Instructions to Solomon

1 Kings 2

 

Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son, saying: 2 “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. 3 And keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn; 4 that the Lord may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’

 

David then instructed Solomon to at some point kill Joab for killing Abner and Amasa; also Shimei the son of Gera, for cursing him when he went to Mahanaim- who he had promised that he wouldn’t kill.


7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table, for so they came to me when I fled from Absalom your brother.

 

Death of David

1 Kings 2:10

 

10 So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 11 The period that David reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he reigned in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 12 Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established.


Chapter 4

Moses

 

The Great Prophet Moses was alive around 1500 B.C. and lived to 120 years old. He was a Hebrew descendant of Levi of the 12 tribes of Israel who all migrated to Egypt under Joseph their brother, during the reign of Pharaoh.

 

Moses was an Israelite living in Egypt, who would be called upon by the Lord, to lead them out and back to their Promised Land. The Lord would also give Moses the Ten Commandments that would be used to govern over the people.

 

Highlights:

 

The Burning Bush

The Lord Sends A Helper to Moses

The Ten Plagues

The Red Sea Crossing

The 10 Commandments


Joshua Appointed the New Leader of the Israelites

 

How did the Israelites become slaves in Egypt to begin with though?

 

The Jews into Egypt

 

Around 200 years earlier, Joseph, son of Jacob, and brother of the other brothers of the 12 tribes of Israel of Abraham, Jacob, and Isaac, was sold into slavery in Egypt by them, but he had the favor of the Lord.

 

Joseph

 

Joseph, who you can read more about in Chapter 15 of this book, (or in the Book of Genesis of the Old Testament of the Holy Bible) was eventually called upon by the Pharaoh to rule over all of Egypt. 

 

He would rule over Egypt under Pharaoh during times of abundance and times of severe plagues. Joseph, given a vision by the Lord, knew the plagues would come and therefore stocked up surpluses of food and supplies in advance of the plagues.

 

When the plagues hit, all of the people wound up having to sell everything they had, including their land and servitude to Pharaoh in exchange for food, water, and seed for their crops, which, in addition, they would then have to pay a royalty to Pharaoh from the harvest.

 

The Jews in Slavery

 

So all of Egypt was in slavery to the Pharaoh- the Israelites- all of Joseph’s brothers and their families were in Egypt during these times.

 

Moses Called to Lead the Jews out of Egypt and Into their Promised Land

 

Some 200+ years later, Moses was called upon by the Lord to accomplish several major milestones, the first, to lead the Jews out of Egypt and into their Promised Land, Israel.

 

Moses’ Birth

 

At Moses’ birth, around 1500 B.C., Pharaoh had ordered all of the male children to be killed, but the Hebrew wives did not obey this command. Moses was hidden away at his birth and then raised in secret by Pharaoh’s daughter (which is already a miracle!).

 

Pharaoh at the time, King of Egypt, was not as favorable on the Israelites living there as Pharaoh during Joseph’s life. He certainly did not grant any favor to Moses.

 

He would grow up in Egypt observing the severe treatment of the Jews.

 

Moses Kills an Egyptian

 

One day he saw an Egyptian beating a Jew and killed the Egyptian. Pharaoh heard of this and immediately sent for Moses to be killed. Moses fled out of Egypt and across the Red Sea to Midian (modern day Saudi Arabia).

 

Moses Flees to Midian

Exodus 2:15-22


 

15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water, and they filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.

 

18 When they came to Reuel (Jethro) their father, he said, “How is it that you have come so soon today?”

19 And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he also drew enough water for us and watered the flock.”20 So he said to his daughters, “And where is he? Why is it that you have left the man?

 

Call him, that he may eat bread.”21 Then Moses was content to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. 22 And she bore him a son. He called his name Gershom, for he said, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land.”

 

The Burning Bush

 

God, being aware of the severe treatment of the Jews in Egypt, spoke to Moses by catching his attention through a burning bush. He told Moses to go to the children of Israel and tell them that the Lord has sent him to deliver them out of Egypt.

 

Moses called by the Lord to Lead the Jews out of Egypt

Exodus 3:13-17

 

13 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”

14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

 

15 Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’

 

16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 17 and I have said I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’

 

The Lord Commands Moses to Visit with Pharaoh, 
King of the Egyptians

 

The Lord also commanded Moses to visit with Pharaoh and request that the Jews be permitted to take a trip for 3 days for sacrifice to their God (which God knew Pharaoh would never do).

 

Exodus 3:18-22

 

18 Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, ‘The Lord God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’

 

19 But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand.

 

20 So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed. 22 But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her house, articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

 

Miraculous Signs for Pharaoh

The Rod
Exodus 4:1-5

 

1 Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you.’ ”

 

2 So the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

 

He said, “A rod.”

 

3 And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), 5 “that they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

 

The Hand

Exodus 4:6-7

 

6 Furthermore the Lord said to him, “Now put your hand in your bosom.” And he put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. 7 And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom again.” So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh.

 

Water to Blood

Exodus 4:8-9

 

8 “Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign. 9 And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour it on the dry land. The water which you take from the river will become blood on the dry land.”

 

Summarizing

 

You can imagine Moses’ reaction to this- which is what many of us might be thinking at the same time!

 

God wants Moses (a Jew) to go back to Pharaoh, King of the Egyptians, and request that Pharaoh let the Jews go (his slaves) out of captivity so they can worship their God- after he (Moses) has just killed an Egyptian and Pharaoh has sent his men to chase him (Moses) down and kill him!

 

Moses Questions God and His Own Ability

 

Throughout these chapters in the Book of Exodus, we are seeing again that God is choosing an average person- Moses in this example- to work with in a seemingly impossible situation. He was far from perfect, and as we have seen, was short tempered- he had already killed an Egyptian! Although Moses is highly revered in the Bible, he was just a normal man who followed the Lord.

 

God has placed Moses in charge of communicating with the Israelites and leading them out of Egypt on the Lord’s command, but Moses questions God - doubting the Jews will believe him, and that he is there for them on their behalf from the Lord.


Exodus 4:10

 

10 Then Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”

 

Moses has a clear lack of confidence in his speaking and leadership capabilities; now God is commanding him to go and tell Pharaoh to let his people go?! Impossible situation right?!

 

The Lord Sends A Helper to Moses

If God has called you to do something that you and most people would consider impossible, He will provide you the resources; sometimes even God Himself will show up, to accomplish the mission.

 

Over and over again in the Bible, God takes the seemingly weaker person and matches them up against a powerful person, in this case a very powerful King and all of his army, who are out to kill Moses!

 

The Lord likes to show up from time to time to show that He, the King of kings and Lord of lords is still all powerful and still reigns over His everlasting Kingdom.

 

In this case God sends Moses’ brother Aaron, a skilled communicator to speak on behalf of Moses to the people. Moses lacked the confidence, so the Lord sent Aaron to speak on his behalf!




Exodus 4:14-17

 

14 So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and He said: “Is not Aaron the Levite your brother? I know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 16 So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God. 17 And you shall take this rod in your hand, with which you shall do the signs.”

 

This is somewhat funny- the Lord isn’t angry at Moses for his doubt of leadership and communication skills as much as He is of Moses’ lack of faith that he doesn’t think he can do what the Lord has called him to do, but He works with Moses instead of condemning him- He sends his brother Aaron.

 

Also, Moses could have been proud and arrogant in this situation, but he was simply honest and humble with his assessment of what the Lord had called him to do (which is probably why the Lord chose Moses for this very task).

 

Exodus 4:29

 

29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel. 30 And Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped.

 

Moses & Aaron meet with Pharaoh

 

So Moses and Aaron met with Pharaoh and requested that they be permitted to take the Israelites on a 3 day journey to sacrifice to their God, as instructed by the Lord.. Pharaoh reacts, as predicted, to their request- as if what they are requesting is crazy.

 

Pharaoh responds to them to get back to their work and that they will not distract the Israelites from their work as captives. Pharaoh then instructs his taskmasters to make the Israelites jobs even harder.

 

Not only does this make the Israelite captives’ jobs harder, but it makes the Pharaoh’s taskmasters’ jobs virtually impossible. The taskmasters then meet with Moses and Aaron letting them know how much trouble they had caused by requesting to let their people worship. Now even they were in danger of judgment and death at the hand of Pharaoh!

 

So of course Moses turns around and questions God- why He has made them a burden on the Pharaoh’s men and brought trouble to them... Moses questions God and then doubts God’s ability to do what He says He will do...deliver the Israelites out of Egypt.

 

Moses Questions God

Exodus 5:22-23

 

22 So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Why is it You have sent me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people; neither have You delivered Your people at all.”

 

God Reassures His Promise to the Israelites

Exodus 6

 

1Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. For with a strong hand he will let them go, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

 

2 And God spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name Lord I was not known to them. 4 I have also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, in which they were strangers.”

 

Over and over again you will see God confirming “I am the Lord.” Here he confirms it to Moses and also confirms his original covenant He made with Abraham- to give all of Abraham’s descendants the land of Canaan- the Promised Land.

 

The people don’t believe Moses

 

So Moses goes to speak to the Israelites to let them know he is going to lead them out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, but as Moses predicted, they don’t believe him.




God’s Response

 

How does God respond? He commands Moses to go tell Pharaoh to let his people go!

 

Exodus 6:10-11

 

10 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go out of his land.”

 

Hahaha- this is great. How does the Lord respond to what seems like a failure? He tells Moses to do something where he has even less odds of success.

 

Moses Doubts Again

Exodus 6:12-13

 

12 And Moses spoke before the Lord, saying, “The children of Israel have not heeded me. How then shall Pharaoh heed me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?” 13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, and gave them a command for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.

 

God Confirms his Instructions

 

God’s response to doubt and lack of faith is confidence in the Lord. Here, God simply repeats his initial instructions to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

 

Moses and Aaron Speak with Pharaoh

Exodus 7:6

 

6 Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the Lord commanded them, so they did. 7 And Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they spoke to Pharaoh.

 

Miracle Signs in Front of the Pharaoh

 

The Rods

 

Aaron throws down his rod that becomes a serpent as a sign of a miracle that they are directed by God. Pharaoh then directs his sorcerers to do the same and they cast their rods which became serpents, but Aaron’s eats the others; nevertheless, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened just as the Lord had predicted.

 

The Ten Plagues

Plague #1 Turning the Rivers into Blood

 

14 So the Lord said to Moses: “Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, when he goes out to the water, and you shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him; and the rod which was turned to a serpent you shall take in your hand.

 

16 And you shall say to him, ‘The Lord God of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness”; but indeed, until now you would not hear!

 

17 Thus says the Lord: “By this you shall know that I am the Lord. Behold, I will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be turned to blood. 18 And the fish that are in the river shall die, the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will loathe to drink the water of the river.” ’

 

19 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood and pitchers of stone.’ ”

 

20 And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the Lord commanded. So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 21 The fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.

 

22 Then the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the Lord had said. 23 And Pharaoh turned and went into his house. Neither was his heart moved by this. 24 So all the Egyptians dug all around the river for water to drink, because they could not drink the water of the river. 25 And seven days passed after the Lord had struck the river.

 

Plague #2 Frogs (Exodus 8)

 

This time the Lord instructs Moses to request from Pharaoh that he let his people go that they may serve the Lord in the wilderness or he will fill all the land and their houses with frogs, which they cast the rod and filled all of the land and houses with frogs. The sorcerers were able to do the same with their enchantments.

 

Pharaoh requests Moses to stop and cast the frogs back to the river and out of their lands and Moses responded to Pharaoh that he needed to acknowledge that he will let the Israelites go. Pharaoh replied that he would confirm the acknowledgment to let the people go “Tomorrow.” Instead of waiting, Moses cried out to the Lord on behalf of Pharaoh to stop the frogs and remove them from the land.


The Lord let the frogs die, but the next day Pharaoh’s heart was still hardened and he refused to let the people go. The entire land stank.

 

Plague #3 Lice (Exodus 8:16-18)

 

The Lord says to Moses to instruct Aaron to strike his rod over the land and this time all of the dust became lice and covered all men and all beasts. The sorcerers were unable to repeat this enchantment. They pleaded with Pharaoh that indeed this was the finger of God, but Pharaoh did nothing.

 

Plague #4 Flies (Exodus 8:20-32)

 

This time the Lord casts a plague of swarming flies all over the land, including Pharaoh and his servant’s houses, but the flies do not cover Goshen where the Lord’s people dwell, instead, only covering the land where Pharaoh and his people dwell.

 

Pharaoh Temporarily Complies...

Exodus 8:25

 

25 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.”

 

Moses responds that it would not be appropriate for them to sacrifice in the land, that they will need a 3 day journey to sacrifice in the wilderness as God commanded them. Pharaoh agreed that they could go sacrfice int he wilderness.


Exodus 8:28

 

28 So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Intercede for me.”

 

Moses Warns Pharaoh Not to go back on his Word...

 

Moses warns Pharaoh not to go back on his word as he had done before if God intercedes and stops the plague of flies. Moses intercedes and God stops the plague of flies, but the next day the Pharaoh’s heart is still hardened and he refuses to let the people go.

 

Plague #5 Livestock Diseased

Exodus 9:1-5

 

9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 For if you refuse to let them go, and still hold them, 3 behold, the hand of the Lord will be on your cattle in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep—a very severe pestilence.

 

4 And the Lord will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.” ’ ” 5 Then the Lord appointed a set time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.”

 

6 So the Lord did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the children of Israel, not one died. 7 Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go.

 

Plague #6 Boils

 

The Lord repeats the same thing- this time with boils. Boils break out all over Pharaoh, the Magicians, Egyptians and Beasts, does not affect the Israelites, but still Pharaoh refuses.

 

Plague #7 Hail

 

This time the Lord warns Pharaoh that he is going to send down a hailstorm like they have never seen that will rain down on Pharaoh, his people, all of their homes, and their land and cattle. He warns them to bring in all of their livestock. 

 

Some of them heeded his warning and brought in their cattle, while most did not. The next day, hail rained down on Egypt, as never seen before, and struck every man and beast and tree in the field, but in the land of Goshen, there was no hail.

 

This time Pharaoh responds differently...

Exodus 9:27-28

 

27 And Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned this time. The Lord is righteous, and my people and I are wicked. 28 Entreat the Lord, that there may be no more mighty thundering and hail, for it is enough. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.”

 

As ususal Moses signals to God and He stops the hail, and Pharaoh does not oblige. His heart is still hardened.

 

Plague #8 Locusts (Exodus 10:1-20)

 

The Lord sends a swarm of locusts over the entire earth, Pharaoh asks for forgiveness to stop it, the Lord sends a huge wind that blows the locusts out of the land, but Pharaoh once again hardens his heart and refuses to let the people go.

 

Plague #9 Darkness 

(Exodus 10:21-29)

 

This time the Lord casts a heavy darkness over the whole earth and nobody could see anything for 3 days. Pharaoh granted Moses that they could go worship but they had to leave the livestock. Moses responded that they would take all of their livestock with them and Pharaoh commanded him to leave his site and never show his face again, which Moses agreed.

 

Plague #10 Death of the Firstborn

Exodus 11

 

The Lord announced that this would be the last plague before Pharaoh lets the Israelites go.

 

11 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out of here altogether. 2 Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask from his neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, articles of silver and articles of gold.”

 

3 And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.

 

4 Then Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt; 5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals.

 

6 Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again. 7 But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’

 

8 And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will go out.” Then he went out from Pharaoh in great anger.

 

9 But the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not heed you, so that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go out of his land.

 

The Passover Instituted 

(Exodus 12:1-28)

 

God instructs Moses to prepare all of the Israelites to sacrifice a male lamb without blemish of the first year and take the blood of the lamb and mark their 2 doorposts so that when the Lord casts this last plague on the land of Egypt that they will be passed over and protected by the blood of the lamb- symbolic of Jesus Christ, the Lamb, and his sacrifice for all of humanity to be saved by His blood. There are also many other routine customs and ordinances outlined in these verses that the Lord wanted the Israelites to begin on this day forward.

 

At midnight that night God sent the last plague throughout Egypt and every first born of every Egyptian was struck down and killed. Every house had at least one death that night. That same night, the Israelites began their Exodus out of the Land of Egypt. Through all of the generations, this observance of Passover is still practiced by the Jews to this day.

 

Exodus 12:50

 

50 Thus all the children of Israel did; as the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 51 And it came to pass, on that very same day, that the Lord brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt according to their armies.

 

God Leads Moses and the Israelites out of Egypt and towards the wilderness of the Red Sea

Exodus 13:21-22

 

21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.

 

The Red Sea Crossing

Exodus 14:4-9

 

4 Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord.” And they did so.

 

5 Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made ready his chariot and took his people with him.

 

7 Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over every one of them. 8 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with boldness.

 

9 So the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

 

The Israelites grew afraid as they could now see the entire Egyptian Army approaching in the distance and they cried out to God to save them. Moses responded in faith and replied:

 

Exodus 14:13-14

 

13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”

 

The Egyptians will know that He is Lord

Exodus 14:15-18

 

15 And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

 

Moses Parts the Red Sea

 

The location of the parting of (and crossing of) the Red Sea is at the Gulf of Aqaba somewhere near Etham at Nuweiba Beach and the Straits of Tiran; they cross over near Shur (modern day Saudi Arabia).

 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

 

The Lord Troubles the Army

 

24 Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the Lord looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. 25 And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”

 

Moses Closes the Red Sea on the Egyptians
The Lord has the Victory over Pharaoh and his entire Army

 

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.” 27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

 

28 Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. 29 But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

 

30 So the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Thus Israel saw the great work which the Lord had done in Egypt; so the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord and His servant Moses.

 

Moses and the Israelites Celebrate the Lord’s Victory

Exodus 15

The Song of Moses

 

15 Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and spoke, saying:

 

“I will sing to the Lord,

For He has triumphed gloriously!

The horse and its rider

He has thrown into the sea!

2 The Lord is my strength and song,

And He has become my salvation;

He is my God, and I will praise Him;

My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.

3 The Lord is a man of war;

The Lord is His name.

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea;

His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.

5 The depths have covered them;

They sank to the bottom like a stone.

 

6 “Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power;

Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces.

7 And in the greatness of Your excellence

You have overthrown those who rose against You;

You sent forth Your wrath;

It consumed them like stubble.

8 And with the blast of Your nostrils

The waters were gathered together;

The floods stood upright like a heap;

The depths congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue,

I will overtake,

I will divide the spoil;

My desire shall be satisfied on them.

I will draw my sword,

My hand shall destroy them.’

10 You blew with Your wind,

The sea covered them;

They sank like lead in the mighty waters.

 

11 “Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods?

Who is like You, glorious in holiness,

Fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12 You stretched out Your right hand;

The earth swallowed them.

13 You in Your mercy have led forth

The people whom You have redeemed;

You have guided them in Your strength

To Your holy habitation.

 

14 “The people will hear and be afraid;

Sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Philistia.

15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed;

The mighty men of Moab,

Trembling will take hold of them;

All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away.

16 Fear and dread will fall on them;

By the greatness of Your arm

They will be as still as a stone,

Till Your people pass over, O Lord,

Till the people pass over

Whom You have purchased.

17 You will bring them in and plant them

In the mountain of Your inheritance,

In the place, O Lord, which You have made

For Your own dwelling,

The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.

 

18 “The Lord shall reign forever and ever.”

 

19 For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.

 

 

Out of Egypt and into Marah

Exodus 15:22-27

 

At this point, the Israelites led by Moses have exited Egypt by way of the Lord’s miracle- crossing over the Red Sea at the Gulf of Aqaba and into the Wilderness of Shur and they will then journey onward towards Marah and Elim of modern day Saudi Arabia.

 

God sweetens the water

 

22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet.

 

The Lord’s Statute

 

There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He tested them, 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.”

 

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees; so they camped there by the waters.

 

Bread From Heaven

 

After 2 months and 15 days since their exit from Egypt and crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites grew tired and hungry from their journey and began to complain that they ate better while captives than they did currently on their journey to their Promised Land.

 

Exodus 16:4-5

 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. 5 And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”

 

So Moses and Aaron announced to the Israelites:

 

6 Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “At evening you shall know that the Lord has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord; for He hears your complaints against the Lord. But what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 Also Moses said, “This shall be seen when the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the Lord hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the Lord.”

 

How funny is this?! I wonder how many managers can relate with this- and then you think about all the Lord has done for all of them and even Moses and Aaron are basically telling them - “hey your complaints shouldn’t be directed at us but at the Lord!”

 

How does God respond?

 

11 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ”

 

Do you think God at this point could have said something along the lines of “Who are you to complain?! Look what I’ve just done for you! I brought you out of Egypt- out of slavery- I even parted the Red Sea through Moses for you and destroyed all of your enemies”....yes the Lord could have reminded them, but how does He answer?

 

He responds as a servant- even though He is God all powerful.

 

He acknowledges that He has heard their complaints and He is taking care of them- even giving them the meat and bread they wanted and reminding them ahead of the miracle- again- that they shall know that He is the Lord their God.

 

How quickly we forget all that God has done for us!

 

A Day’s Provision

 

The next day there was quail scattered throughout the camp and the Israelites were instructed to takeas much as they needed for everyone in their group for that day, but not any more than that. Some of them stored more than was needed for that day and the next day that extra food spoiled.

 

I think what God was teaching them here was to only be concerned with each day and cast all of their future cares to the Lord. This doesn’t mean that you don’t need to save or plan for the future, but it was a foundation that no matter what happens, the Lord will provide for you, what you need, on a daily basis.

 

If we get too concerned with storing away for the future then it becomes a distraction and blocks our ability to think in terms of abundance and the Lord providing when we are unable. When events happen beyond our control- if we have become too dependent on our own abilities- then we suffer a lack of faith when we need it most, but if we become God centered on a daily basis - no matter how much we have- then we always have enough and can trust that God will provide when we can’t.

 

Preparing for the Sabbath

 

On the sixth day they were instructed by Moses to gather twice as much bread as they needed. They would cook their meal that day and then store the rest for the Sabbath- the day of rest.

 

Exodus 16:22-23

 

22 And so it was, on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one. And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 23 Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord has said: ‘Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.’

 

25 Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none.”

 

Some Disobeyed the Commandment to not Gather Food on the Sabbath

 

28 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My laws? 29 See! For the Lord has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

 

The Lord was teaching them small lessons in obeying his commandments to help build their foundation.

 

Manna

 

They called this bread “manna” which was like bread made of honey. They ate this for 40 years as they circled in the wilderness on their way into their Promised Land.

 

Water from the Rock

 

As they journeyed out of the Wilderness of Sin and Northeast into Rephidim they ran out of water and began to complain to Moses. Again Moses answered “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?”

 

Then Moses cried out to the Lord...

 

4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me!”

 

Hahaha- how brittle our faith is.

 

God’s Miracle

 

5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”

 

Here again, the constant repeating lesson of faith. Go to the Lord with your needs and He will prepare the way before you.

 

Moses followed the Lord’s instructions and the water flowed from the rock. Moses named this place Massah and Meribah becuase they had tempted the Lord saying “Is the Lord among us or not?”

 

Victory over the Amalekites

 

While in Rephidim, the Amalekites of Amalek attacked the Israelites and Moses instructed Joshua to choose some men and go out and fight with the Amalekites. Joshua chose some men and Moses went up on a hill and when he rose his hand, Israel prevailed; when he let down his hand, the Amalekites prevailed. His hand became heavy from holding it up so  Aaron and Hur helped hold his hand up for the victory. Joshua and his men were victorious over the Amalekites.

 

Exodus 17:14-16

 

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-Banner; 16 for he said, “Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

 

Jethro’s Visit (Exodus 18)

 

Moses’ father in law visited Moses and brought his wife and kids. Jethro heard about all God had done for Moses and Moses was excited to share all of the stories of what God had done for them. Jethro noticed that all of the Israelites were visiting with Moses frequently and Moses explained that they were coming to him for his judgment over every situation. Jethro advised Moses to put men in charge of judging over large and small matters and that only the hard cases would be handled by Moses, which would free up Moses and create more efficiency, which Moses did.

 

Israel at Mt Sinai

 

It was now 3 months since they had departed from Egypt and they had left Rephidim and were now in the Wilderness of Sinai.

 

Exodus 19:3-5

 

3 And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.”

 

The Lord at Mt Sinai

 

The Lord instructs Moses to prepare the Israelites to wash their clothes and be prepared to gather around the mountain in 3 days, but they were not to touch or climb up the mountain, but rather stay at the base of the mountain. The Lord would speak to Moses, with Aaron with him, at the top of the mountain in a cloud, in front of the Israelites, and they would believe him forever. Moses did as the Lord had instructed and prepared the people.

 

The 10 Commandments


Exodus 20

On the 3rd day with Moses and Aaron at the top of Mt. Sinai, the Lord spoke these commandments:

 

And God spoke all these words:

 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

 

13 “You shall not murder.

 

14 “You shall not commit adultery.

 

15 “You shall not steal.

 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

 

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”

 

20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”

 

21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.

 

Idols and Altars

 

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.

 

24 “‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you. 25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, or your private parts may be exposed.’

 

Hebrew Servants, Personal Injury, & Protection of Property Laws (Exodus 21& 22)

 

The Lord then gives all of the Laws to set before the Israelites concerning treatment of Hebrew Servants and Personal Injury in Exodus 21 and Protection of Property in Exodus 22.

 

Laws of Justice & Mercy, Sabbath Laws, & Annual Festivals (Exodus 23)

 

The Lord then gives all of the Laws to set before the Israelites concerning Justice & Mercy, Sabbath, & Annual Festivals in Exodus 23.

 

God’s Angel Prepares the Way (Exodus 23:20-33)

 

The Lord then instructs that He is sending an Angel to go before them and guide and protect them along the way. He says to listen to the Angel and do as he instructs and that God will protect them against all of their enemies and those that oppose them.

 

Exodus 23:23

 

23 My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out.

 

The Lord goes on to warn against worshipping other gods and to “demolish and break their sacred stone to pieces.” He goes on to say that He will bless them with food and water and keep them in good health and give them a full life span.

 

“I will drive them out before you...”

Exodus 23:27-33

 

27 “I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run. 28 I will send the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your way. 29 But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for you. 30 Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession of the land.

 

31 “I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from the desert to the Euphrates River. I will give into your hands the people who live in the land, and you will drive them out before you. 32 Do not make a covenant with them or with their gods. 33 Do not let them live in your land or they will cause you to sin against me, because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you.”

 

Exodus 24 The Covenant Confirmed

 

Moses then built an altar at the foot of the Mountain and followed the Lord’s instruction

for the people to worship. The Lord instructed Moses for Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and the 70 elders to go up and worship at a distance, but Moses would go to the mountain top alone to approach the Lord.


Exodus 24:1-2

 

24 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him.”

 

The Lord Delivers the Stone Tablets containing the Ten Commandments to Moses

Exodus 24:9-15

 

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

 

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.”

 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”

 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

 

Exodus 25

The Tabernacle, Ark of the Covenant, and Lampstands

 

The Lord then gives instructions in Exodus 25 on the building of the Tabernacle and types of offerings to be used in worship along with the Lampstands, and building of the Ark of the Covenant that will house the Ten Commandments during their journey to the Promised Land.

 

Exodus 26

The Tabernacle

 

The exact materials, dimensions, positioning, and colors used for the building of the Tabernacle are given by the Lord in Exodus 26.

 

Exodus 27

The Altar, Courtyard, and Lampstand

 

The exact materials, dimensions, colors, and positioning of the Altar, Courtyard, and Lampstand Oil used etc., are given by the Lord in Exodus 27.

 

Exodus 28

The Priestly Garments, Ephod( Sleeveless Garment worn by the Priests), and Breastpiece

 

The exact materials and colors etc., of the Priestly Garments, Ephod, & Breastpiece are given by the Lord in Exodus 28.

 

Exodus 29

Consecration of the Priests

 

The Lord gives the exact instructions on how to consecrate the Priests. Consecrate meaning- to make holy, sacred, dedicate formally to a religious or divine purpose.

 

Exodus 30

Altar of Incense, Atonement Money, Basin for Washing, Anointing Oil, Incense

 

The Lord gives the exact instructions on the altar of incense, atonement money, basin for washing, anointing oil, and incense.

 

Exodus 31

The Artisans

 

The Lord speaks to Moses further and assures him that He has called Bezalel, son of Uri of the Tribe of Judah as a great artisan who will be able to perform all of the artistic works and design for the Tabernacle.

 

He has also appointed Aholiab and the rest of the gifted artisans to complete the works on everything else.

 

Sabbath Law

 

By the covenant between the Lord and the Israelites, they are not to work on the Sabbath, seventh day. It is a day of rest, holy to the Lord and a sign of the covenant.

 

The Two Tablets

 

The Lord then hands Moses, at the top of Mt. Sinai, two tablets of Testimony written by Himself, God.

 

The Gold Calf

Exodus 32

 

While Moses was still away on the mountain top, the people all gathered their gold together and Aaron created a golden calf statue for them to worship and they would prepare a feast the next day and worship the calf statue, but this angered God who thought about wiping them all out for worshipping a false idol, but Moses reminded Him of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel) and the Lord wittheld his anger.

 

Moses Breaks the Tablets

 

After hearing of the idol worship, Moses smashes the 2 Tablets the Lord has just handed him at the foot of the Mountain and then took the gold calf they had made and cast it into the fire.

 

Moses then ordered everyone to kill his brother, companion, and neighbor as a sacrifice for that sin of idol worship.(This was before Jesus Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice for all the sins of the world.)

 

At that time the Lord said that whoever had sinned would be blotted out of His book. The Lord then orders Moses to lead the people to the Promised Land and says His Angel shall go before him.

 

The Command to Leave Sinai

Exodus 33

 

The Lord commands Moses to depart from Sinai and lead the people to the Promised Land of Israel. He says He will send His Angel before Moses and will drive out the Canaanite, Amorite, Hittite, and Perizzite, Hivite, and Jebusite.

 

Somewhat humourously the Lord adds this:

 

Exodus 33:3

 

3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked (stubborn) people.”

 

Moses Meets with the Lord at the Tabernacle

 

Everyone witnessed Moses going into the Tabernacle with a pillar of cloud at the Tabernacle door, which was the Lord talking to Moses.  Moses’ servant Joshua, did not depart from the Tabernacle.

 

What exactly is Moses saying to the Lord?

 

Exodus 33:12 gives you a glimpse...

 

12 Then Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.”

 

Moses is talking with the Lord plainly, and most often, the Lord responds like a regular conversation...

 

Exodus 33:17

 

17 So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.”

 

All of these examples of dialogue between the Lord and people in the Bible give a good idea of how to speak with the God in our own lives.

 

Moses doesn’t make demands upon the Lord. He simply communicates his challenges and requests the Lord’s direction on what to do. The Lord responds and Moses is thankful.

 

But it is interesting that, at the same time, Moses doesn’t always agree with the Lord. When God told Moses He was going to wipe out the Israelites for worshipping the golden calf, Moses pleaded on their behalf and reminded the Lord of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel).

 

Exodus 34

Moses Makes New Tablets

 

Here in Exodus 34 you see the Lord directing Moses to cut two tablets of stone like the ones He handed him- which Moses had smashed in his anger.

 

Again, this is kind of funny.

 

One of the only times in the entire Bible that the Lord has written something and handed it to a person. And to think that this person, Moses, smashed the tablets very shortly after he was handed them by the Lord!

 

Exodus 34:1-3

 

34 And the Lord said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke. 2 So be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself to Me there on the top of the mountain. 3 And no man shall come up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain.”

 

This chapter could have began with the Lord’s anger with Moses for smashing the tablets, but instead, it’s simply God giving him instructions on how to redo the tablets.

 

The Covenant Renewed

 

Again, we see Moses not just accepting what the Lord says, but instead making a humble request (also-most of his requests are always for the benefit of his people-not himself)...

 

Exodus 34:8-9

 

8 So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 9 Then he said, “If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”

 

The Lord’s Response

 

The Lord respond’s boldly to Moses’ plee with a new Covenant.

 

Exodus 34:10

 

10 And He said: “Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the Lord. For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.”

 

The Lord goes on in more detail about how He will drive out the Amorite, Canaanite, Hittite, Perizzite, Hivite, and Jebusites and gives Moses further instructions and then instructs him to write down the Ten Commandments on the two stone tablets. Moses was there on the Mountain with the Lord for 40 days and 40 nights where he also fasted the entire time.

 

Exodus 35

 

Moses gathered with the congregation including the Artisans and gave them the instructions from the Lord including rest on the Sabbath, offerings at the Tabernacle, designing and building of the Tabernacle and the Lampstands, Holy Garments,etc and everyone brought their offerings and contributed whatever they had whether it was materials, gold, silver, artisanship, etc.

 

Moses then calls the Artisans Bezalel and Aholiab in front of the group as the skilled Artisans appointed by the Lord to perform all of the design and construction of the Tabernacle, Lampstands, Garments, etc. and that they will also teach the other Artisans how to do all of the necessary artistic works.

 

Exodus 36-39

More than Enough

 

All of the people responded and brought more than enough to get all of the tasks completed and the artisans then began and completed building the Tabernacle, Ark of the Covenant, Table for Showbread, Gold Lampstands, Altar of Incense, Anointing Oil and Incense, Altar of Burnt Offering, Bronze Laver, Court of the Tabernacle, Garments of the Priesthood, Ephod, Breastplate, other Priestly Garments, and everything else needed for worship.

 

Exodus 40

Lord’s Instructions for the Tabernacle

 

The Lord then gives Moses instructions to set up the Tabernacle of the tent of meeting on the 1st day of the 1st month, which he did.

 

The Cloud and Glory

Exodus 40:34-38

 

34 Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

 

36 Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the Lord was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

 

Leviticus 1 Burnt Offerings

 

The Lord gives Moses instructions on how burnt offerings are to be presented.

 

Leviticus 2 Grain Offerings

 

Gives instructions on how the grain offerings are to be presented.

 

Leviticus 3 Peace Offerings

 

Gives instructions on how the peace offerings are to be presented.

 

Leviticus 4 Sin Offerings


Gives instructions on how the sin offerings are to be presented.

 

Leviticus 5 Trespass Offerings

 

Gives instructions on how the trespass offerings are to be presented.

 

Leviticus 6 Laws of the Burnt Offering, Sin Offering & Grain Offering

 

Gives instructions on the laws of the burnt, sin, and grain offerings.

 

Leviticus 7 Laws of the Trespass Offering and Peace Offering

 

Gives instructions on the laws of the trespass and peace offerings.

 

Fat and blood of any ox, sheep, or goat may not be eaten.

The Portion of Aaron and His Sons is also detailed.

 

Leviticus 8

Aaron and His Sons Consecrated

 

Gives details of Aaron and His sons consecration by Moses.

 

Leviticus 9

The Priestly Ministry Begins

 

22 Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, blessed them, and came down from offering the sin offering, the burnt offering, and peace offerings. 23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the people. Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people, 24 and fire came out from before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.

 

Leviticus 10

Profane Fire

 

10 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. 3 And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke, saying:

 

‘By those who come near Me

I must be regarded as holy;

And before all the people

I must be glorified.’ ”

 

So Aaron held his peace.

 

Leviticus 11-27

 

Gives details of more laws and customs.

 

Numbers 1

The First Census of Israel

 

On the first day of the second month every male over 20 years old able to go to war was counted from the 12 tribes of Israel totaling 603,550. The Levites were appointed to specifically guard the Tabernacle.

 

Numbers 2-12

 

Mostly deals with more laws, customs, etc.

 

Spies Sent into Canaan

Numbers 13: 26-33

 

26 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”

 

30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”

 

31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

 

Israel Refuses to Enter the Promised Land

Numbers 14

 

Numbers 14 is significant, because the Israelites are on the verge of stepping into the promised land; God has ordered them with the go-ahead, but they still have a lack of faith. Even with all of the miracles that the Lord had performed for them, they still lacked faith and were fearful.

 

Joshua and Caleb were the only courageous two with faith filled words for the congregation that they could and should take possession of Canaan.

 

Numbers 14:8-9

 

8 If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them.”

 

The congregations’ response to their faith and courage?...

 

Stone Them!

 

10 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.

 

The Lord’s Response to Moses...

 

You can imagine the Lord’s response to the congregation:

 

Numbers 14: 11-12

 

11 Then the Lord said to Moses: “How long will these people reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them? 12 I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”

 

Moses Intercedes for the Congregation

 

Moses intercedes on behalf of the congregation to pardon the iniquity of the people, which the Lord does, but He also says that none of them will see the promised land except Caleb.

 

Caleb Wins the Promised Land

 

20 Then the Lord said: “I have pardoned, according to your word; 21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord— 22 because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice, 23 they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. 24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.

 

Forty Years in the Wilderness

 

The Lord directs 1 year for each day the leaders spied on Canaan which equaled 40 years that they would remain in the wilderness for their lack of faith and rejecting the Lord. All of the men sent as spies that returned with the fearful report that created the fear and lack of faith in the congregation perished by plague, but Joshua and Caleb- the only 2 with the confident- faith driven report, remained.

 

Failed Attempt

 

When Moses communicates this to the people, they then go to the top of the mountain to fight the Amalekites and Canaanites, but they are driven back because the Lord had not favored them at this point- he had directed them that they would be in the wilderness for 40 years.

 

Joshua Appointed the New Leader of the Israelites

Deuteronomy 31

 

Over the next 40 years the Israelites go on to win numerous battles as they continue towards the Promised Land including victories over the Sihon king and Og king of the Amorites at Bashan (modern day Syria) Northeast of Jerusalem.

 

At this point, Moses was now 120 years old, and the Lord had appointed Joshua to be the next leader of the Israelites. Joshua would lead the Israelites into the Promised Land.

 

Moses Speaks to the People of Israel:

Deuteronomy 31:1-7

 

Then Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them: “I am one hundred and twenty years old today. I can no longer go out and come in. Also the Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ 3 The Lord your God Himself crosses over before you; He will destroy these nations from before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the Lord has said. 4 And the Lord will do to them as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites and their land, when He destroyed them. 5 The Lord will give them over to you, that you may do to them according to every commandment which I have commanded you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”

 

7 Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it. 8 And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”

 

Moses’ Death at Mt. Nebo

 

That same day the Lord commanded Moses to go to the top of Mt. Nebo and view the land of Canaan. The Lord spoke to Moses saying:

 

Deuteronomy 32:51-52

 

51 because you trespassed against Me among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the Wilderness of Zin, because you did not hallow Me in the midst of the children of Israel. 52 Yet you shall see the land before you, though you shall not go there, into the land which I am giving to the children of Israel.”

 

Moses had sought to appease the congregation rather than rally them behind Joshua and Caleb’s faith filled words to take the Land of Canaan. For this, he would get to see the Promise Land from that Mountain Top, but it would be Joshua who would lead the Israelites into the Promised Land at the end of that 40 years in the Wilderness.

 

Moses would shortly die thereafter and Joshua would Take Over...

Deuteronomy 34:9-12

 

9 Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses.

 

10 But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 11 in all the signs and wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, before all his servants, and in all his land, 12 and by all that mighty power and all the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.

 

Moses lived to 120 years old. 

 


Chapter 5


Joshua

 

Joshua was a servant to Moses alive around 1400 B.C. and one of the 12 Israeli spies sent by Moses to Canaan. He and Caleb were the only 2 of the 12 spies sent to Canaan who returned with a favorable report of Canaan - that it was indeed a prosperous land that they should immediately take as directed by God. For that show of faith, the Lord would call on Joshua to finally lead the Israelites into their Promised Land.

 

God’s Commission to Joshua

Joshua 1

 

The Lord ordered Joshua to now cross over Jordan and into the Promised Land. 
Joshua instructed his leaders to prepare provisions for 3 days to go into the Promised Land.

 

Joshua Prepares the Israelites

Joshua 1:10-11

 

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 11 “Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’ ”

 

The congregation heeded Joshua’s command and prepared themselves to enter their Promised Land.

 

Joshua 2

Joshua sends Spies

 

Rahab

 

Two men were sent from Acacia Grove (very close to Jericho) to view the land -specifically Jericho. At the outskirts of Jericho, the men lodged at the house of a harlot, Rahab. 

 

The King of Jericho heard about the men being from Israel and ordered Rahab to bring the men out. Rahab hid the men on the rooftop and responded to the King that the men had already left and she did not know where to.

 

The King’s men searched from beyond the gates of Jericho, which they shut behind them.

 

Rahab let the men know that she and everyone in Jericho knew about the Israelites and how the Lord had performed many miracles on their behalf including the Red Sea and the victories over the Amorites; they feared the Israelites with the Lord behind them. She pleaded with the men to spare her and her family in return for her help, which they agreed.

 

Joshua 2:15-20

 

15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, until the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way.”

 

17 So the men said to her: “We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have made us swear, 18 unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home.

 

19 So it shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on him. 20 And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which you made us swear.”

 

The two men departed back to Joshua at Acacia Grove with a confident report...

 

24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.”

 

Israel Crosses the Jordan

Joshua 3:5-6

 

5 And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.”

 

Joshua ordered the Israelites to watch the ark of the covenant that would go before them and stay behind about 2,000 cubits. 1 Cubit = 1/2 yard so 2,000 cubits would be about 1,000 yards or 10 football field lengths. They would watch the ark and know where to follow.

 

The Lord Speaks to Joshua

Joshua 3:7-8

 

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 You shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the Jordan.’ ”

 

As the priests carrying the Ark crossed the Jordan, the water immediately stopped flowing, and the Israelites following behind would cross the Jordan over dry ground much like the crossing of the Red Sea.

 

12 Stones

Joshua 4

 

Joshua commanded the 12 leaders of the 12 Tribes of Israel to each choose a stone from the Jordan Crossing as a Memorial for all Israelites forever to commemorate this day - the day the waters of the Jordan were cut off as the Ark crossed over.

 

Joshua 4:9

 

9 Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant stood; and they are there to this day.

 

Joshua 4:22-24

 

22 then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’; 23 for the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

 

King of the Amorites Hears About the Miracle

Joshua 5

 

The Kings of the Amorites by the West side of the Jordan and the Canaanites by the sea quickly got word of the Miracle at the crossing of the Jordan by the Israelites and lost spirit, because they knew of all the miracles of the Lord for the Israelites up to this point.

 

Joshua ordered all of the males to be circumcised as the Lord had directed upon His covenant. They set up camp in Gilgal after crossing the Jordan and observed the Passover on the 14th day of the month there on the plains of East Jericho.

 

The Commander of the Army of the Lord

Joshua 5:13-15

 

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”

 

14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”

 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”

 

15 Then the Commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.

 

 

The Destruction of Jericho

Joshua 6

 

Joshua and the Israelites had crossed over the Jordan and camped out in Gilgal on the Eastern border of Jericho...now the Lord directs Joshua to lead the army to circle the city of Jericho for 6 days while the priests circle behind them with the trumpets of rams horns before the ark. On the 7th day they are instructed to circle the city 7 times and blow the trumpets and all of the people will shout great shouts and the walls of Jericho will collapse.

 

They did exactly as was instructed and took the city on the 7th day and spared Rahab and her family in her house as directed by the spies. She and her family would be the only survivors who would live in Jericho with the Israelites.

 

Joshua 6:27

 

27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country.

 

 

Joshua 7

Defeat at Ai

 

Joshua sent spies to Ai which is a town near Bethel Northwest of Jericho. The spies reported back that they only need send 3,000 soldiers to defeat Ai, but some of the congregation had taken the accursed things and when the small army attacked at Ai they turned their backs and fled at Ai and were chased down and 36 of them were killed.

 

Joshua cried out the Lord wondering why they were defeated and the Lord reminded him that some of the men had taken the accursed things which caused the army to flee instead of attack. Israel had sinned and broken their covenant with the Lord and thus were unsuccessful.

 

Joshua 7:13

 

13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the Lord God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.”

 

So Joshua did as instructed and they found that Achan had stolen a Babylonian garment along with silver and gold and hid it in his tent. So they brought him and his family and all his belongings in front of the entire congregation and stoned and burned them as instructed and then covered them all with a great heap of stones.

 

The Fall of Ai

Joshua 8

 

The Lord instructed Joshua to go again to Ai and do just as they had done at Jericho and the city would be theirs along with all of the spoil and cattle. This time Joshua took 30,000 men and had 5,000 of the soldiers at a valley on the west side on the outskirts of the city who would be chased, then the entire army would overtake the cities of Bethel and Ai and burn them to the ground while the 5,000 would turn back on the Ai army of 12,000, who would scatter, and overtake them.

 

The Lord Assures the Victory

Joshua 7:18-23

 

18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the spear that was in his hand toward the city. 19 So those in ambush arose quickly out of their place; they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand, and they entered the city and took it, and hurried to set the city on fire. 20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and behold, the smoke of the city ascended to heaven. So they had no power to flee this way or that way, and the people who had fled to the wilderness turned back on the pursuers.

 

21 Now when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that the smoke of the city ascended, they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 Then the others came out of the city against them; so they were caught in the midst of Israel, some on this side and some on that side. And they struck them down, so that they let none of them remain or escape. 23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.

 

Joshua killed the king of Ai and cast his corpse at the entrance of the gate of the city and covered it with a great heap of stones that remains to this day.

 

Joshua Renews the Covenant

 

Joshua built an altar to the Lord in Mt. Ebal across from Mt. Gerizim with the town of Schechem in between, north of Bethel. They offered burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed peace offerings. Joshua copied the 10 commandments, chiseled them into the stone, and read all the words of the law as commanded by Moses before the entire congregation - half before Mt. Ebal and half before Mt Gerizim.

 

The Treaty with the Gibeonites

Joshua 8

 

All the kings on that side of the Jordan heard about Joshua’s conquests- the Hitites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, Jebusites and they gathered to fight Joshua and his army.

 

The inhabitants of Gibeon went to Joshua and pretended to be Ambassadors saying they were his servants because of the name of the Lord of his God and they had brought provisions with them for the men of Israel, which the men took without asking the counsel of the Lord.

 

Joshua made a covenant with them to let them live, and when the Israelites journeyed to Gibeon, Chepirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath Jerim, they did not attack.

 

He did question them -why they said they were from far away when they weren’t- and they replied that they were afraid for their lives and that they would be woodcutters and water carriers for the congregation for the altar of the Lord.

 

So they had made peace with the inhabitants of Gibeon.

 

The Sun Stands Still

Joshua 10:1-5

 

Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty.

 

3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, that we may attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.” 5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered together and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before Gibeon and made war against it.

 

They attacked the Gibeons and word got back to Joshua who marched his men from Gilgal and the Lord encouraged Joshua:

 

8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.”

 

They were successful against the Amorites of the 5 kings and drove them past Beth Horon near Azekah where the Lord cast down large hailstones on the Amorites.

 

Then in Joshua 10:12 Joshua speaks to the Lord for the Sun to Stand Still:

 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon;

And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”

13 So the sun stood still,

And the moon stopped,

Till the people had revenge

Upon their enemies.

 

The Lord made the sun stand still for Joshua and they were victorious.

 

Amorite Kings Executed

 

The 5 Kings hid in a cave at Makkedah where Joshua’s men blocked the opening of the cave with large boulders until they had slaughtered their armies.

 

They then killed the 5 kings and cast them into the cave and blocked the cave with the boulders which still remain.

 

Conquest of the Southland

 

Joshua and his army of Israelites then went on to defeat numerous other armies, because the Lord of Israel fought for Israel, and they took more land from Kadesh Barnea, south of Jerusalem and North of the Red Sea on the coast of the Meditteranean Sea, as far as Gaza, Goshen, and Gibeon and then Joshua returned with Israel with him to the camp at Gilgal.

 

The Northern Conquest

Joshua 11

 

The kings of the north gathered their armies together at Merom to fight against Israel.

 

Joshua 11:6-9

 

6 But the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.”

 

7 So Joshua and all the people of war with him came against them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and they attacked them.

 

8 And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them and chased them to Greater Sidon, to the Brook Misrephoth, and to the Valley of Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they left none of them remaining.

 

9 So Joshua did to them as the Lord had told him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire.

 

Joshua’s Conquests

 

Goshen, Jordan plain, Mountains of Israel and lowlands, Mt. Halak to Seir, as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mt. Hermon.

 

The Hivites of Gibeon were the only city that made peace with the Israelites. The rest were struck down.

 

Joshua 11:20

 

20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

 

Joshua Victorious

Joshua 11:23

 

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.

 

The Kings Conquered by Moses

Joshua 12

 

These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they possessed on the other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan plain:

 

2 One king was Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, from the middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, which is the border of the Ammonites,

 

3 and the eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), the road to Beth Jeshimoth, and southward below the slopes of Pisgah. 4 The other king was Og king of Bashan and his territory, who was of the remnant of the giants, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5 and reigned over Mount Hermon, over Salcah, over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.

 

The Kings Conquered by Joshua

 

7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their divisions, 8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:

 

9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; 10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one; 17 the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 19 the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one; 24 the king of Tirzah, one—all the kings, thirty-one.

 

Remaining Land to be Conquered

Joshua 13

 

13 Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the Lord said to him: “You are old, advanced in years, and there remains very much land yet to be possessed. 2 This is the land that yet remains: all the territory of the Philistines and all that of the Geshurites,

 

3 from Sihor, which is east of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron northward (which is counted as Canaanite); the five lords of the Philistines—the Gazites, the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites; 4 from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians as far as Aphek, to the border of the Amorites;

 

5 the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath; 6 all the inhabitants of the mountains from Lebanon as far as the Brook Misrephoth, and all the Sidonians—them I will drive out from before the children of Israel; only divide it by lot to Israel as an inheritance, as I have commanded you. 7 Now therefore, divide this land as an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.”

 

The Land Divided East of Jordan

 

8 With the other half-tribe the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, which Moses had given them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the Lord had given them: 9 from Aroer which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and the town that is in the midst of the ravine, and all the plain of Medeba as far as Dibon;

 

10 all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the border of the children of Ammon; 11 Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan as far as Salcah; 12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants; for Moses had defeated and cast out these.

 

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maachathites, but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day.

 

14 Only to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheritance; the sacrifices of the Lord God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them.

 

The Land of Reuben

Joshua 13:15-18

 

15 And Moses had given to the tribe of the children of Reuben an inheritance according to their families. 16 Their territory was from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the ravine, and all the plain by Medeba;

 

17 Heshbon and all its cities that are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal Meon, 18 Jahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 19 Kirjathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the mountain of the valley, 20 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth—

 

21 all the cities of the plain and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses had struck with the princes of Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who were princes of Sihon dwelling in the country.

 

22 The children of Israel also killed with the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, among those who were killed by them. 23 And the border of the children of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This was the inheritance of the children of Reuben according to their families, the cities and their villages.

 

The Land of Gad

 

24 Moses also had given an inheritance to the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad according to their families. 25 Their territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites as far as Aroer, which is before Rabbah, 26 and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir, 27 and in the valley Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, with the Jordan as its border, as far as the edge of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the other side of the Jordan eastward. 28 This is the inheritance of the children of Gad according to their families, the cities and their villages.

 

Half the Tribe of Manasseh (East)

 

29 Moses also had given an inheritance to half the tribe of Manasseh; it was for half the tribe of the children of Manasseh according to their families: 30 Their territory was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair which are in Bashan, sixty cities; 31 half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir according to their families.

 

32 These are the areas which Moses had distributed as an inheritance in the plains of Moab on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward. 33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the Lord God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them.

 

The Land Divided West of the Jordan
Joshua 14

 

14 These are the areas which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel distributed as an inheritance to them. 2 Their inheritance was by lot, as the Lord had commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe.

 

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of the two tribes and the half-tribe on the other side of the Jordan; but to the Levites he had given no inheritance among them. 4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim. And they gave no part to the Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in, with their common-lands for their livestock and their property. 5 As the Lord had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did; and they divided the land.

 

Caleb Inherits Hebron

 

6 Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: “You know the word which the Lord said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. 7 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart.

 

8 Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my God. 9 So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children’s forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord my God.’ 10 And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the Lord spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old.

 

11 As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. 12 Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the Lord spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the Lord said.”

 

13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. 14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel. 15 And the name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim).

 

Then the land had rest from war.

 

(Hebron is South of Jerusalem and North of Beer Sheba and West of the Dead Sea.)

 

Joshua 15

The Land of Judah (Israel)

 

All of the borders outlining are given here in this chapter.

 

Joshua 16

Ephraim and West Manasseh

 

All the borders of Ephraim and West Manasseh are given here in this chapter.

 

Joshua 17

The Other Half Tribe of Manasseh

More Land for Ephraim and Manasseh

 

They complained and wanted more land so Joshua said that all of the mountain land shall be theirs
and they would overtake the Canaanites there.

 

Joshua 18

The Remainder of the Land Divided

 

The whole congregation of Israelites gathered together at Shiloh to divide up the rest of the 
inheritance. 7 of the Tribes still had not received a land inheritance yet.

 

Joshua 18:3

 

3 Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: “How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you? 4 Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me. 5 And they shall divide it into seven parts.

 

All of the beginning details are included in this chapter for how the land was divided among the 7 remaining Tribes.

 

Joshua 19

Inheritances of Judah, Zebulin, Isaachar, Asher, Naphtali, Dan, & Joshua

 

All of the details of the land inherited by the remaining 7 Tribes are given here.
Joshua had requested the land of Timnath Serah, northwest of Jerusalem near Shiloh, which they gave to him.

 

Joshua 20
The Cities of Refuge

 

Anyone who kills someone accidentally can take refuge in one of the cities listed here.

 

Joshua 21

Cities of Levites

 

The Israelites gave the Levites specific cities to dwell in listed in this chapter.

 

Joshua 22


Eastern Tribes Return to their Lands

 

The Tribes of Reuben, Gad, Half Tribe of Manasseh departed Shiloh and returned to their inherited lands.

 

They built an Altar by the Jordan and when the Israelites heard of this they gathered together at Shiloh to go to war against them.

 

They had not built the altar to worship other Gods though. They built the altar as a witness between the Israelites and their tribes to God.

 

Phinehas the priest and the rulers of the congregation heard the words of the Tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh and perceived the Lord was with them and there was no treachery commited against the Lord and that they had delivered the Israelites out of the hand of the Lord.

 

Joshua 22:33-34

 

33 So the thing pleased the children of Israel, and the children of Israel blessed God; they spoke no more of going against them in battle, to destroy the land where the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.

 

34 The children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar, Witness, “For it is a witness between us that the Lord is God.”

 

Joshua 23

Joshua’s Farewell Address

 

Joshua addresses the congregation and basically tells them that as long as they serve and fear the Lord, they will be blessed and victorious, but when they turn their back on the Lord and follow other gods, they will be cursed.

 

Joshua 24

The Covenant at Shechem

(Schechem is north of Jerusalem and South of Samaria)

 

Joshua summarizes all that he has done through the Lord for them...

 

Joshua 24:13

 

13 I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.’

 

14 “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord!

 

15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

 

The people answered and said they would serve the Lord...

 

Joshua 24:22-25

 

22 So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord for yourselves, to serve Him.”

 

And they said, “We are witnesses!”

 

23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel.”

 

24 And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”

 

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

 

26 Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. 27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny your God.” 28 So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance.

 

Death of Joshua and Eleazar


 

Joshua was 110 years old when he died; they buried him in his land of Timnath Serah, in the mountains of Ephraim.

 

The Israelites buried the bones of Joseph at Schechem in the plot of ground that Jacob purchased.

 

Eleazar, the son of Aaron, also died, and they buried him in a hill belonging to Phinehas his son in the mountains of Ephraim.

 


Chapter 6


Gideon

 

In Judges 6, we are introduced to Gideon, son of Joash the Abiezrite of the tribe of Manasseh who lived in Ephra (Ophrah) around 1200 B.C. An Angel of the Lord approached Gideon to help lead the Israelites to defeating the Midianites.

 

Gideon Called to Defeat the Midianites

 

At this time the Israelites were being oppressed by the Midianites...

 

In Judges 1-5 of the Old Testamant, we see Israel victorious in times of obedience and fallen in times of disobedience. Each time they slide into disobedience, they are given over to the hands of their enemies until they repent and return to the Lord.

 

The Lord then usually sends a leader to lead them out of captivity. In Judges 1-5 those leaders were Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, and Deborah.

 

In Judges 6, we are introduced to Gideon, son of Joash the Abiezrite, of the tribe of Manasseh, who lived in Ephra (Ophrah), approached by an Angel of the Lord. 

 

Joshua 6:11-14


The Angel of the Lord Visits Gideon

 

11 Now the Angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!”

 

13 Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”

 

14 Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?”

 

Gideon doubts his ability...but the Lord confirms he will be victorious:

 

15 So he said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”

 

16 And the Lord said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”

 

Gideon then prepared an offering for the Lord and the Angel touched the rock with the offering and fire consumed the meat offering and Gideon knew it was the Angel of the Lord.

 

Judges 6:23-24
The Peace Altar

 

23 Then the Lord said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.” 24 So Gideon built an altar there to the Lord, and called it The-Lord-Is-Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

 

The Lord instructed Gideon to tear down the altar to Baal and wooden image beside it that his father had built and build a proper altar for the Lord, which Gideon did.

 

Joash, Gideon’s father, found the destroyed altar to Baal and called for the death of who had done this not knowing it was his son.

 

Gideon blew the Trumpet and the Abiezrites gathered behind him. He also sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali who also met with him.

 

Gideon and the Fleece

 

Gideon asks for God’s confirmation by placing a fleece on the threshing floor and if it there is dew on the fleece and it is dry on the ground then He would know that God would save Israel by his hand. The next morning the fleece was soaked with dew and it was dry on the ground.

 

For confirmation, Gideon asked God one more time to confirm that his hand would save Israel, so he asked the Lord to keep the fleece dry this time while the ground would be wet with dew and this is exactly what happened the next morning.

 

Gideon’s Valiant 300

Judges 7

 

The Lord instructs Gideon to leave behind most of the Israeli army, because He wanted everyone to know that the victory was from the Lord. So Gideon instructed the soldiers that whoever was afraid didn’t have to go - so 22,000 of the men left with 10,000 remaining.

 

The Lord instructed Gideon that 10,000 was still too many. So the Lord instructed Gideon to lead the men to the river to test them...

 

Judges 7:5-7

 

5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink.” 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. 7 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place.”

 

So there were only 300 men left who would claim victory and they would know it was the Lord who gained the victory for Israel...

 

Gideon then goes with his servant Purah as directed by God into the Camp of the Midianites who were all asleep except a man telling of a dream to Purah...

 

The Midianite’s Dream

Judges 6:13-18

 

He said, “I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.”

 

14 Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the whole camp.”

 

15 And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Arise, for the Lord has delivered the camp of Midian into your hand.” 16 Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers.

 

17 And he said to them, “Look at me and do likewise; watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and say, ‘The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!’ ”

 

When they did this, the Midianite’s were surprised and they all drew their swords on one another and fled while the 300 Israelites pursued them towards Beth Acacia to the border of Abel Mehollah as far as Tabbath.

 

Gideon then called out to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali and sent messengers to the mountains of Ephraim to seize the watering places of Beth Barah and the Jordan.

 

They captured two princes of the Midianites’ Oreb and Zeeb and brought their heads to the other side of the Jordan to Gideon.

 

Succoth and Penuel

 

As they pursued the Midianites, Gideon requested bread for his army and both leaders of Succoth and Penuel denied them any provisions. For this, Gideon promised them that on his way back he would destroy them and tear down their tower which - after he routed the 15,000 Midianites, he did, as he promised on the way back.

 

Gideon’s Plunder

 

The Israeli men asked Gideon to rule them, but Gideon told them the Lord would rule them and only requested the golden earrings from their plunder which they gave him that totaled 1,700 shekels of gold equivalent to around 70 lbs of gold. With the gold and plunder Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up in his city Ophrah.

 

Israel Enjoyed 40 Years of Peace with Gideon’s Victory over the Midianites.

 

Death of Gideon

 

Gideon ended up having 70 sons and many wives including Abimelech born of Gideon’s concubine in Shechem.

 

GIdeon lived to an old age, died and was buried at his father Joash’s tomb in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

 

Israel Returns to Disobedience

Judges 6:33-35

 

33 So it was, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel again played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-Berith their god. 34 Thus the children of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them from the hands of all their enemies on every side; 35 nor did they show kindness to the house of Jerubbaal (Gideon) in accordance with the good he had done for Israel.

 


Chapter 7


Jesus Christ

 

Victories

 

The Crucifixion & Ascension

 

Jesus Christ chose to be crucified and die on the cross at Calvary 2000 years ago to save all of humanity from their sins if they received Him as their Lord and Savior.  He was raised from the burial site 3 days after His death by God, the Ascension.  This was the greatest victory won by Jesus Christ for all of humanity ever.

 

His next victories will be:

 

The Rapture

 

When He calls up His Church - all Christians who have received Him as Lord and Savior in the Rapture, which will happen right before the 7 year Tribulation period that begins as soon as the Antichrist confirms a 7 year false peace covenant. Read The Rapture Watch.

 

The Return of Jesus Christ at Armageddon

 

His return 7 years after the Antichrist confirms that false peace covenant.  He will return and wipe out all remaining evil.  (2/3 of the population that is left here in the tribulation will perish before He returns at the end of  that 7 year period.)  Read After the Rapture: Return of the King.

 

The Millennium

 

When Jesus Christ returns at Armageddon and wipes out the 200 million man army assembled against Israel, He is going to establish His kingdom on earth and reign here for 1000 years.  All of the Christians and Saints will be here as well and rule with Him. Read The Millennium.

 

Satan Bound During the Millennium

 

During that Millennium period, Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit until the very end of the Millennium period where there will be one more rebellious uprising; he will be loosed one last time before he is thrown into the the lake of fire forever.  

 

A New Heaven & a New Earth

 

God is designing a new heaven and new earth that we will inhabit after the Milllennium that will be even better.  All Christians will live in paradise forever.  What is paradise?  Think of your best experiences here on the earth and multiply that by 1000.  

 

Paradise

 

That might be a good beginning towards undrestanding how awesome it’s going to be.  You’ll have a new body. You will always feel good, no more sickness, no more disease, no more fights or wars. Think of the best of everything multiplied by 1000.  


Eternity

 

How long is eternity? Think of a bird flying by Mt. Everest once a year and barely scraping its wing as it flew by once a year until the mountain diminished to dust.  At that point, eternity has just begun...

 

Jesus Christ’s Life Here on Earth

 

The story of Jesus Christ is the ultimate of the Lord’s victories for all of humanity. Throughout the Bible, we see the Lord working miraculous victories through an individual that all lead to one conclusion- the victory could have only come from the Lord, there is no other explanation. The Lord’s victory through Jesus Christ was for everyone, forever.

 

Birth

 

He was born around 4 B.C. in a manger in Bethlehem outside of Jerusalem to the Virgin Mary and Joseph her husband through the immaculate conception. Jesus grew up as the son of a carpenter, and was one himself before He gathered His Disciples to begin his ministry in Nazareth.

 

Baptism and Ministry

 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist at the Jordan river around 27 A.D.,  when His ministry officially began. He would teach everywhere He went and gathered 12 Disciples who would follow alongside Him in His travels. After his crucifixion on the cross only 3 1/2 years later, 11 Disciples would be responsible for spreading the gospel of Christ- the message of eternal salvation available to everyone who would receive it, by receiving Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

 

New Testament

 

The Disciples would write much of the New Testament of the Holy Bible based on Jesus’ teachings and through guidance of the Lord and the Holy Spirit.

 

Overview of Jesus’ Ministry (From Luke)

 

1.Jesus Tested in the Wilderness


2.Jesus Rejected at Nazareth


3.Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit

4.Jesus Heals Many

a.Simon’s Mother In-Law- Healed her high fever


b.Heals many of all types of sicknesses and diseases
c.More demons come out of people shouting “You are the Son of God” and Jesus silences them

5.The Twelve Apostles

a. Feeding the Five Thousand

6. Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

7. Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man

8. Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners

9. Jesus Questioned About Fasting

10. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath

11. Healing on the Sabbath

12. The Twelve Apostles

13. Jesus Heals a Great Multitude

14. The Beatitudes

15. Jesus Pronounces Woes

16. Love Your Enemies

17. Do Not Judge

18. A Tree Is Known by Its Fruit

19. Build on the Rock

20. Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant

21. Jesus Raises the Son of the Widow of Nain

22. John the Baptist Sends Messengers to Jesus

23. A Sinful Woman Forgiven

24. Many Women Minister to Jesus

25. The Parable of the Sower

26. The Parable of the Revealed Light

27. Jesus’ Mother and Brothers Come to Him

28. Jesus Calms the Sea

29. A Demon-Possessed Man Healed

30. A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

31. Sending Out the Twelve

32. Herod Seeks to See Jesus

33. Feeding the Five Thousand

34. Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

35. Jesus Predicts His Death and Resurrection

36. Take Up the Cross and Follow Him

37. Jesus Transfigured on the Mount

38. A Boy Is Healed

39. Jesus Again Predicts His Death

40. Who Is the Greatest?

41. Jesus Forbids Sectarianism

42. A Samaritan Village Rejects the Savior

43. The Cost of Discipleship

44. The Seventy Sent Out

45. Woe to the Impenitent Cities

46. The Seventy Return with Joy

47. Jesus Rejoices in the Spirit

48. The Parable of the Good Samaritan

49. Mary and Martha Worship and Serve

50. The Model Prayer

51. A Friend Comes at Midnight

52. Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking

53. A House Divided Cannot Stand

54. An Unclean Spirit Returns

55. Keeping the Word

56. Seeking a Sign

57. The Lamp of the Body

58. Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers

59. Beware of Hypocrisy

60. Jesus Teaches the Fear of God

61. Confess Christ Before Men

62. The Parable of the Rich Fool

63. Do Not Worry

64. The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant

65. Christ Brings Division

66. Discern the Time

67. Make Peace with Your Adversary

68. Repent or Perish

69. The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

70. A Spirit of Infirmity

71. The Parable of the Mustard Seed

72. The Parable of the Leaven

73. The Narrow Way

74. Jesus Laments over Jerusalem

75. A Man with Dropsy Healed on the Sabbath

76. Take the Lowly Place

77. The Parable of the Great Supper

78. Leaving All to Follow Christ

79. Tasteless Salt Is Worthless

80. The Parable of the Lost Sheep

81. The Parable of the Lost Coin

82. The Parable of the Prodigal Son

83. The Parable of the Unjust Steward

84. The Law, the Prophets, and the Kingdom

85. The Rich Man and Lazarus

86. Jesus Warns of Offenses

87. Faith and Duty

88. Ten Lepers Cleansed

89. The Coming of the Kingdom

90. The Parable of the Persistent Widow

91. The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

92. Jesus Blesses Little Children

93. Jesus Counsels the Rich Young Ruler

94. With God All Things Are Possible

95. Jesus a Third Time Predicts His Death and Resurrection

96. A Blind Man Receives His Sight

97. Jesus Comes to Zacchaeus’ House

98. The Parable of the Minas (Talents)


99. The Triumphal Entry

100. Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

101. Jesus Cleanses the Temple

102. Jesus’ Authority Questioned

103. The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers

104. The Pharisees: Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes to Caesar?

105. The Sadducees: What About the Resurrection?

106: Jesus: How Can David Call His Descendant Lord?

107: Beware of the Scribes

108: The Widow’s Two Mites

109: Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple

110: The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age

111: The Destruction of Jerusalem

112: The Coming of the Son of Man

113: The Parable of the Fig Tree

114: The Importance of Watching

115: The Plot to Kill Jesus


116: Jesus and His Disciples Prepare the Passover

117: Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper

118: Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

119: Supplies for the Road

120: The Prayer in the Garden

121: Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane

122: Peter Denies Jesus, and Weeps Bitterly

123: Jesus Mocked and Beaten

124: Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin

125: Jesus Handed Over to Pontius Pilate

126: Jesus Faces Herod

127: Taking the Place of Barabbas

128: The King on a Cross

129: Jesus Dies on the Cross

130: Jesus Buried in Joseph’s Tomb

131: He Is Risen


132: The Road to Emmaus

133: The Disciples’ Eyes Opened

134: Jesus Appears to His Disciples

135: The Scriptures Opened

136: The Ascension

 

Jesus Tested in the Wilderness


Luke 4

 

After his baptism by John the Baptist at the Jordan River, around 30 years old, Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit where He was tested for 40 days by the devil.

 

Luke 4:1-2

 

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

 

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’ ”

 

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

 

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’ ”

 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:

 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you

to guard you carefully;

11 they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

 

12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth


Luke 4

 

After he was tempted by the devil for 40 days in the wilderness, Jesus returned to Galilee and began teaching in the Synagogues and then on to Nazareth:

 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.

 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’”

 

24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”

 

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

 

Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit

 

Jesus then goes to Capernaum where there is a man demon possessed at the Synagogue...

 

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he taught the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had authority.

 

33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an impure spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 34 “Go away! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”

 

35 “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.

 

36 All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What words these are! With authority and power he gives orders to impure spirits and they come out!” 37 And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.

 

Jesus Heals Many

 

38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

 

40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.

 

42 At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples


 

(*Lake Gennesaret is the Sea of Galilee near Jerusalem)

 

5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”

 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”

 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

 

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

 

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

 

13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him.

 

14 Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”

 

15 Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

 

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man

 

17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.

 

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”

 

21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

 

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

 

Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners

 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.

 

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

 

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

 

Jesus Questioned About Fasting

 

33 Then they said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?”

 

34 And He said to them, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days.”

 

36 Then He spoke a parable to them: “No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved. 39 And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’ ”

 

Interpretation of the Question of Fasting

 

In verse 34, I believe can be translated to mean that while Jesus Christ was here on earth it was not a time of fasting because He is the bridegroom and the Church- His followers- Christians- His bride. There is no fasting at the time of a wedding and directly after- it is a time for feasting and celebrating.

 

He is also prophesying the time when He will be taken away from them- His crucifixion on the cross. At that time until He returns is like a fasting period for His Church.

 

When He returns for His bride- He will call Christians up to Heaven at the Rapture and at that time we will celebrate with a feast.

 

3 Types of Feasts

 

After Jesus calls up the Church -his Bride for the Wedding into Heaven - for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, He will then return with the Church at Armageddon- the Feast of Trumpet Judgments- which will be a feast of judgments over everyone left on the earth. He will also call all of the birds of the air to feast on all of the dead bodies destroyed at Armageddon and scattered over the earth.

 

So there are three types of feasts- celebratory feasts with Christ as followers, judgment feast where He pours out His judgment over the earth and all of the unbelievers who chose not to receive Him as Lord and Savior despite all the signs and warnings. And the other feast is the feast of the birds of the earth on all the dead bodies at the end of Armageddon.

 

Interpretation of the Garment Patch and Wineskins Parables

 

Garment Patch Interpretation

 

The Old Garment is the unsaved- those who have not received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. The New Garment is the saved. Anyone who has received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior is a New Garment. When you become saved, you are no longer the old garment- you are completely made new, therefore you don’t need to patch the old garment.

 

Romans 10:9-10 New International Version (NIV)

 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

 

New Wineskins

 

When we become born again- we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior- we are like new wineskins and the Holy Spirit of the Lord, Grace and Faith are the new wine. You can’t pour in the Holy Spirit, Grace and Faith into an Old Wineskin- someone that isn’t saved.

 

Have you ever tried to have a conversation with an atheist or unbeliever?

 

It’s is virtually impossible for them to accept that new wine- holy spirit, grace, and faith, because they don’t believe in it- they aren’t saved- they haven’t received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, they are like the Old Winesack, but once they do- they will be able to hold the Holy Spirit, Grace, and Faith as a New Winesack- a New Vessel- given to us by Jesus Christ.

 

The same is true for us as believers, once we’ve had the new wine- the holy spirit, grace, faith dwelling within us, we don’t want the old.

 

Verse 39 can be confusing at first....

 

39 And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’ ”

 

This doesn’t mean that the old wine- the flesh- is better, it just means that they don’t immediately desire the new- they prefer the old wine- the flesh- because that’s what they are used to. Once they become saved and are born again, they are new wineskins and will more and more desire the new wine- living by the spirit, grace, and faith.

 

Satan’s Attack

 

When you become filled with the spirit as a Christian, you may notice attacks by the Devil that may cause you to want to react in the flesh. He may send people and/or situations your way to agitate you or try to get you angry causing you to react in anger- in the flesh- if he can do this- then he has taken you out of the spirit and into the flesh- substituting the old wine for the new. 

 

When you fight evil with the spirit, you win, and when you react to evil in the flesh, you end up losing in the end. The spirit wins.

 

Jesus Christ allows these attacks, as He determines, for training Christians. When we learn to respond in the spirit to fleshly attacks, we prevail; the new wine is preserved in the new wineskin as it is supposed to be.

 

When we respond in the flesh, we lose spiritual ground, we temporarily lose these small battles; we are pouring old wine into a new wineskin. We eventually learn more and more how to respond spiritually and allow God to fight for us- the new wine- new wineskin.

 

If you are surrounding yourself by people in the flesh-people not operating in the spirit- you will be subject to fleshly attacks and more prone to operate out of the flesh.

 

If you are surrounded by people operating out of the flesh and you don’t have a choice, God will give you the grace to prevail in the spirit, regardless how powerful the enemy is in the flesh.

 

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath

Pharisees Question Jesus on the Sabbath

Luke 6

 

Now it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that He went through the grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in their hands. 2 And some of the Pharisees said to them, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?”

 

3 But Jesus answering them said, “Have you not even read this, what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 how he went into the house of God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those with him, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat?” 5 And He said to them, “The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

 

Interpretation- Jesus Christ- the Son of Man- which implies- the Son of the God who is over Man- is also Lord of the Sabbath. Here you have the creator of the universe on earth, in human form, being corrected by a group of Pharisees telling Him what is lawful on the Sabbath.

 

Jesus refers to David who ate when he was hungry at the Synagogue- and shared the food with those with him. This was also unlawful on the Sabbath, but Jesus reminds them that He, the Son of Man, is also Lord of the Sabbath. Who tells the King of all kings and Lord of all Lords what to do or how things work? Nobody.

 

Healing on the Sabbath

 

6 Now it happened on another Sabbath, also, that He entered the synagogue and taught. And a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 So the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely, whether He would heal on the Sabbath, that they might find an accusation against Him.

 

8 But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, “Arise and stand here.” And he arose and stood. 9 Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy?” 10 And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. 11 But they were filled with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

 

Interpretation

 

Here Jesus is reminding the Pharisees what is important and what isn’t important. Doing good or evil, saving life or destroying on the Sabbath vs. all of the rules and laws that only served the self-righteousness of the Pharisees. He then heals the man’s right hand, which filled them with rage instead of gratitude. The Pharisees are seeking a reason to destroy vs. save. That was Jesus’ point.

 

The Twelve Apostles

 

12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.

 

Jesus Heals a Great Multitude

 

17 And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, 18 as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed. 19 And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.

 

The Beatitudes

 

20 Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said:

 

“Blessed are you poor,

For yours is the kingdom of God.

21 Blessed are you who hunger now,

For you shall be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now,

For you shall laugh.

22 Blessed are you when men hate you,

And when they exclude you,

And revile you, and cast out your name as evil,

For the Son of Man’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!

For indeed your reward is great in heaven,

For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

 

Jesus Pronounces Woes

 

24 “But woe to you who are rich,

For you have received your consolation.

25 Woe to you who are full,

For you shall hunger.

Woe to you who laugh now,

For you shall mourn and weep.

26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you,

For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

 

Love Your Enemies

 

27 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.

 

32 “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

 

Do Not Judge

 

37 “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

 

39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. 41 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye.

 

A Tree Is Known by Its Fruit

 

43 “For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

 

Build on the Rock

 

46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.”

 

Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant

 

7 Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum. 2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die. 3 So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, 5 “for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue.”

 

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. 7 Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

 

9 When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” 10 And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

 

Jesus didn’t acknowledge the status or position of the man, just the man’s humility and faith.

 

Jesus Raises the Son of the Widow of Nain

 

*Nain is South of Nazareth and Northwest of Mount Morah

 

11 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. 12 And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.

 

16 Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.” 17 And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.

 

John the Baptist Sends Messengers to Jesus

 

18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. 19 And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?”

 

20 When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’ ” 21 And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

 

22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

 

24 When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written:

 

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.’

 

28 For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

 

29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.

 

31 And the Lord said, “To what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, saying:

 

‘We played the flute for you,

And you did not dance;

We mourned to you,

And you did not weep.’

 

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 But wisdom is justified by all her children.”

 

A Sinful Woman Forgiven

 

36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”

 

40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”

 

So he said, “Teacher, say it.”

 

41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”

 

43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.”

 

And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”

 

48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

 

49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

 

50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

 

 

Many Women Minister to Jesus

Luke 8

 

8 Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, 2 and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, 3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him from their substance.

 

The Parable of the Sower

 

4 And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

 

The Parable of the Sower Explained

 

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

 

The Parable of the Revealed Light

 

16 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lampstand, that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light. 18 Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.”

 

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers Come to Him

 

19 Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him because of the crowd. 20 And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.”

 

21 But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”

 

Jesus Calms the Sea

 

22 Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they launched out. 23 But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. 24 And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!”

 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 But He said to them, “Where is your faith?”

 

And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, “Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”

 

A Demon-Possessed Man Healed

 

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” 29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.

 

30 Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?”

 

And he said, “Legion,” because many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.

 

32 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. 33 Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned.

 

34 When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed. 37 Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the boat and returned.

 

38 Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.” And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.

 

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

 

40 So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him. 41 And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying.

 

But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. 43 Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, 44 came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.

 

45 And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?”

 

When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”

 

46 But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” 47 Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.

 

48 And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”

 

49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”

 

50 But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” 51 When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl. 52 Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” 53 And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead.

 

54 But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.” 55 Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat. 56 And her parents were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.

 

 

Sending Out the Twelve

Luke 9 New King James Version (NKJV)

 

9 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 And He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics apiece.

 

4 “Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. 5 And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them.”

 

6 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.

 

Herod Seeks to See Jesus

 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old prophets had risen again. 9 Herod said, “John I have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?” So he sought to see Him.

 

Feeding the Five Thousand

 

10 And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida. 11 But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing. 12 When the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get provisions; for we are in a deserted place here.”

 

13 But He said to them, “You give them something to eat.”

 

And they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go and buy food for all these people.” 14 For there were about five thousand men.

 

Then He said to His disciples, “Make them sit down in groups of fifty.” 15 And they did so, and made them all sit down.

 

16 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude. 17 So they all ate and were filled, and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them.

 

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

 

18 And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”

 

19 So they answered and said, “John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.”

 

20 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

 

Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.”

 

Jesus Predicts His Death and Resurrection

 

21 And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.”

 

Take Up the Cross and Follow Him

 

23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.”

 

Jesus Transfigured on the Mount

 

28 Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. 33 Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.

 

34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!” 36 When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.

 

A Boy Is Healed

 

37 Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a great multitude met Him. 38 Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child. 39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him. 40 So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”

 

41 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father.

 

Jesus Again Predicts His Death

 

43 And they were all amazed at the majesty of God.

 

But while everyone marveled at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples, 44 “Let these words sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.

 

Who Is the Greatest?

 

46 Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest. 47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little child and set him by Him, 48 and said to them, “Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.”

 

Jesus Forbids Sectarianism

 

49 Now John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.”

 

50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.”

 

A Samaritan Village Rejects the Savior

 

51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?”

 

55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And they went to another village.

 

The Cost of Discipleship

 

57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.”

 

58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

 

59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.”

 

But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”

 

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”

 

61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”

 

62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 

The Seventy Sent Out

 

10 After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves. 

 

4 Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road. 

5 But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you. 

 

7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8 Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. 9 And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

 

10 But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘The very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near you.’ 12 But I say to you that it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.

 

Woe to the Impenitent Cities

 

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades. 16 He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.”

 

The Seventy Return with Joy

 

17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”

 

18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

 

Jesus Rejoices in the Spirit

 

21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 22 All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

 

23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see; 24 for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.”

 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

 

25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

 

26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”

 

27 So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ”

 

28 And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.”

 

29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

 

30 Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

 

31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 

 

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”

 

37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

 

Mary and Martha Worship and Serve

 

38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.”

 

41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”

 

The Model Prayer

Luke 11

 

1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

 

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say:

 

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come.

Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

3 Give us day by day our daily bread.

4 And forgive us our sins,

For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.

And do not lead us into temptation,

But deliver us from the evil one.”

 

A Friend Comes at Midnight

 

5 And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.

 

Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking

 

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

 

A House Divided Cannot Stand

 

14 And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.”

 

16 Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven. 17 But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. 18 If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.

 

21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. 22 But when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils. 23 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

 

An Unclean Spirit Returns

 

24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.”

 

Keeping the Word

 

27 And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!”

 

28 But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

 

Seeking a Sign

 

29 And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be to this generation. 

 

31 The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

 

The Lamp of the Body

 

33 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light. 34 The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.”

 

Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers

 

37 And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and sat down to eat. 38 When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before dinner.

 

39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness. 40 Foolish ones! Did not He who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.

 

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like graves which are not seen, and the men who walk over them are not aware of them.”

 

45 Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.”

 

46 And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs. 

 

49 Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute,’ 50 that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation.

 

52 “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.”

 

53 And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many things, 54 lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He might say, that they might accuse Him.

 

 

Beware of Hypocrisy

Luke 12

 

12 In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

 

Jesus Teaches the Fear of God

 

4 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!

 

6 “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

 

Confess Christ Before Men

 

8 “Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. 9 But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.

 

10 “And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.

 

11 “Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

 

The Parable of the Rich Fool

 

13 Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

 

14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

 

16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’

 

21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

 

Do Not Worry

 

22 Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. 23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds? 25 And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 26 If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?

 

29 “And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind. 30 For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need these things. 31 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.

 

32 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

 

The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant

 

35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. 38 And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 40 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

 

41 Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?”

 

42 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.

 

Christ Brings Division

 

49 “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished! 51 Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. 52 For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. 53 Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

 

Discern the Time

 

54 Then He also said to the multitudes, “Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming’; and so it is. 55 And when you see the south wind blow, you say, ‘There will be hot weather’; and there is. 56 Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not discern this time?

 

Make Peace with Your Adversary

 

57 “Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge what is right? 58 When you go with your adversary to the magistrate, make every effort along the way to settle with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you shall not depart from there till you have paid the very last mite.”

 

Repent or Perish

 

13 There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

 

6 He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’ ”

 

A Spirit of Infirmity

 

10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

 

14 But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.”

 

15 The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? 16 So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” 17 And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

 

18 Then He said, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.”

 

The Parable of the Leaven

 

20 And again He said, “To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.”

 

The Narrow Way

 

22 And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”

 

And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 26 then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. 29 They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. 30 And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”

 

31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, “Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.”

 

32 And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.’ 33 Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.

 

Jesus Laments over Jerusalem

 

34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not willing! 35 See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

 

Luke 14

A Man with Dropsy Healed on the Sabbath

 

1Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely. 2 And behold, there was a certain man before Him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”

 

4 But they kept silent. And He took him and healed him, and let him go. 5 Then He answered them, saying, “Which of you, having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?” 6 And they could not answer Him regarding these things.

 

Take the Lowly Place

 

7 So He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the best places, saying to them: 8 “When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; 9 and he who invited you and him come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you. 11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

 

12 Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

 

The Parable of the Great Supper

 

15 Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!”

 

16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 

 

19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 

 

21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 

 

22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’ ”

 

Leaving All to Follow Christ

 

25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 

 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? 

 

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

 

Tasteless Salt Is Worthless

 

34 “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 35 It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

 

15 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying:

 

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 

 

7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

 

The Parable of the Lost Coin

 

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

 

11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 

 

14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’

 

20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.

 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’

 

28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 

 

30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ”

 

 

The Parable of the Unjust Steward

Luke 16

 

16 He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’

 

3 “Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.’

 

5 “So he called every one of his master’s debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 

 

7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ So he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.

 

9 “And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home. 10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 

 

11 Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own?

 

13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

 

The Law, the Prophets, and the Kingdom

 

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him. 15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.

 

16 “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.

 

18 “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

 

The Rich Man and Lazarus

 

19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 

22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

 

24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 

 

25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’

 

27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 

 

29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’

 

 

Jesus Warns of Offenses

Luke 17

 

17 Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. 3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

 

Faith and Duty

5 And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”

 

6 So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? 

 

8 But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not. 10 So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’ ”

 

Ten Lepers Cleansed

 

11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

 

14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

 

17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

 

The Coming of the Kingdom

 

20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21 nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

 

22 Then He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, ‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’ Do not go after them or follow them. 

 

24 For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 

 

28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.

 

31 “In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 

 

33 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 

 

34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. 36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left.”

 

37 And they answered and said to Him, “Where, Lord?”

 

So He said to them, “Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”

 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow

 

18 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 

 

4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ”

 

6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 

 

7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

 

9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 

 

13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

 

Jesus Blesses Little Children

 

15 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”

 

Jesus Counsels the Rich Young Ruler

 

18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

 

19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ”

 

21 And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.”

 

22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

 

23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.

 

With God All Things Are Possible

 

24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

 

26 And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”

 

27 But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”

 

28 Then Peter said, “See, we have left all and followed You.”

 

29 So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

 

Jesus a Third Time Predicts His Death and Resurrection

 

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. 33 They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”

 

34 But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which were spoken.

 

A Blind Man Receives His Sight

 

35 Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging. 36 And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant. 37 So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he cried out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

 

39 Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

 

40 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, 41 saying, “What do you want Me to do for you?”

 

He said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.”

 

42 Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

 

Jesus Comes to Zacchaeus’ House

 

19 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 

 

4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 

 

6 So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.”

 

8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

 

9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

 

The Parable of the Minas (Talents)


*Minas or Talents were a form of currency

 

11 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately. 12 Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 

 

13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’

 

15 “And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 16 Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ 

 

17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ 19 Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’

 

20 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. 21 For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ 

 

22 And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow. 23 Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’

 

24 “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ 25 (But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26 ‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 27 But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.’ ”

 

The Triumphal Entry

 

28 When He had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. 

 

31 And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’ ”

 

32 So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them. 33 But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you loosing the colt?”

 

34 And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 35 Then they brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. 36 And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.

 

37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 38 saying:

 

“ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!’

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

 

39 And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”

 

40 But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.”

 

*Verse 40 meaning- Jesus is reminding the Pharisees who He is, which they are too blinded to understand.  He is the creator of the universe- everything in this world is worthy of His praise.

 

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

 

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 

 

43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

 

*In verse 44, He is referring to the Temple they will destroy and not one stone will be touching another. When the Romans destroyed the Temple (after Christ’s death and resurrection) not one stone was left touching another stone, because they burned the Temple and the gold had melted and drained between the cracks of the stones so they destroyed all the stones to get to the gold.

 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 

45 Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”

 

47 And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, 48 and were unable to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.

 

Jesus’ Authority Questioned

 

20 Now it happened on one of those days, as He taught the people in the temple and preached the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders, confronted Him 2 and spoke to Him, saying, “Tell us, by what authority are You doing these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?”

 

3 But He answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, and answer Me: 4 The baptism of John—was it from heaven or from men?”

 

5 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know where it was from.

 

8 And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

 

The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers

 

9 Then He began to tell the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time. 10 Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 

 

11 Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast him out.

 

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.’ 14 But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.’ 

 

15 So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others.”

 

And when they heard it they said, “Certainly not!”

 

17 Then He looked at them and said, “What then is this that is written:

 

‘The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone’?

 

18 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

 

19 And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared the people—for they knew He had spoken this parable against them.

 

The Pharisees: Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes to Caesar?

 

20 So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, that they might seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to the power and the authority of the governor.

 

21 Then they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, we know that You say and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but teach the way of God in truth: 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

 

23 But He perceived their craftiness, and said to them, “Why do you test Me? 24 Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription does it have?”

 

They answered and said, “Caesar’s.”

 

25 And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

 

26 But they could not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they marveled at His answer and kept silent.

 

The Sadducees: What About the Resurrection?

 

27 Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 28 saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. 

 

29 Now there were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and died without children. 30 And the second took her as wife, and he died childless. 31 Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no children, and died. 32 Last of all the woman died also. 33 Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she become? For all seven had her as wife.”

 

34 Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 36 nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. 

 

37 But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.”

 

39 Then some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.” 40 But after that they dared not question Him anymore.

 

Jesus: How Can David Call His Descendant Lord?

 

41 And He said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is the Son of David? 42 Now David himself said in the Book of Psalms:

 

‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

43 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’

 

44 Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?”

 

*Christ is the Son of David and the Son of the world. He is the Son of the Lord and of the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

When it says He is the “Son” of David and the “Son” of the world, it is saying He is the Son of the Lord of the World- the Son of the Lord of David. Christ is the Son who is over the entire world.

 

“Son” is capitalized.

 

Beware of the Scribes

 

45 Then, in the hearing of all the people, He said to His disciples, 46 “Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 47 who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”

 

 

The Widow’s Two Mites

Luke 21

 

21 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 

 

3 So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”

 

Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple

 

5 Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and donations, He said, 6 “These things which you see—the days will come in which not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.”

 

*The temple was later burned down and destroyed by the Romans.  They turned over every stone to recover the gold that had melted through the cracks.

 

The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age

 

7 So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be? And what sign will there be when these things are about to take place?”

 

8 And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them. 9 But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately.”

 

10 Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 

 

12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. 13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. 

 

14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist. 

 

16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your head shall be lost. 19 By your patience possess your souls.

 

The Destruction of Jerusalem

 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her. 

 

22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people. 

 

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

 

The Coming of the Son of Man

 

25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 

 

26 men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

 

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”

 

The Parable of the Fig Tree

 

29 Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. 31 So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 

 

32 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

 

The Importance of Watching

 

34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 

 

36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

 

37 And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 38 Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.

 

The Plot to Kill Jesus


Luke 22

 

22 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover. 2 And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.

 

3 Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve. 4 So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them. 5 And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6 So he promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.

 

Jesus and His Disciples Prepare the Passover

 

7 Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed. 8 And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”

 

9 So they said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?”

 

10 And He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters. 11 Then you shall say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ 12 Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.”

 

13 So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover.

 

Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper

 

14 When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. 15 Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

 

17 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

 

19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

 

The Betrayer

 

20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you. 21 But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table. 22 And truly the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!”

 

23 Then they began to question among themselves, which of them it was who would do this thing.

 

The Disciples Argue About Greatness

 

24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 25 And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 

 

26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.

 

28 “But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 29 And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

 

31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”

 

33 But he said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.”

 

34 Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me.”

 

Supplies for the Road

 

35 And He said to them, “When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?”

 

So they said, “Nothing.”

 

36 Then He said to them, “But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 37 For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’ For the things concerning Me have an end.”

 

38 So they said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.”

 

And He said to them, “It is enough.”

 

The Prayer in the Garden

 

39 Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. 40 When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

 

41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” 

 

43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

 

45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”

 

Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane

 

47 And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. 48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

 

49 When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear.

 

51 But Jesus answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.

 

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to Him, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”

 

Peter Denies Jesus, and Weeps Bitterly

 

54 Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed at a distance. 55 Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 

 

56 And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, “This man was also with Him.”

 

57 But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.”

 

58 And after a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.”

 

But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”

 

59 Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, “Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.”

 

60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!”

 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 62 So Peter went out and wept bitterly.

 

Jesus Mocked and Beaten

 

63 Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him. 64 And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?” 65 And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.

 

Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin

 

66 As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.”

 

But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe. 68 And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go. 69 Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.”

 

70 Then they all said, “Are You then the Son of God?”

 

So He said to them, “You rightly say that I am.”

 

71 And they said, “What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.”

 

Jesus Handed Over to Pontius Pilate

 

23 Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”

 

3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

 

He answered him and said, “It is as you say.”

 

4 So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.”

 

5 But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.”

 

Jesus Faces Herod

 

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. 7 And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

 

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. 

 

9 Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 11 Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 

 

12 That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.

 

Taking the Place of Barabbas

 

13 Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; 

 

15 no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 16 I will therefore chastise Him and release Him” 17 (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast).

 

18 And they all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19 who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder.

 

20 Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 21 But they shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”

 

22 Then he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.”

 

23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. 25 And he released to them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

 

The King on a Cross

 

26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.

 

27 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 31 For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?”

 

32 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

 

And they divided His garments and cast lots. 35 And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

 

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”

 

38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:

 

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

 

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”

 

40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”

 

43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

 

Jesus Dies on the Cross

 

44 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. 46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ ” Having said this, He breathed His last.

 

47 So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!”

 

48 And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned. 49 But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

 

Jesus Buried in Joseph’s Tomb

 

50 Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man. 51 He had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God. 

 

52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before. 54 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

 

55 And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.

 

He Is Risen


Luke 24

 

24 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

 

4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 

 

6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ”

 

8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 

 

11 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

 

The Road to Emmaus

 

13 Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 

 

15 So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.

 

17 And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?”

 

18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these days?”

 

19 And He said to them, “What things?”

 

So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 

 

21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 

 

23 When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.”

 

25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 

 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

 

The Disciples’ Eyes Opened

 

28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them.

 

30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.

 

32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 

 

34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 And they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread.

 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

 

36 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace to you.” 37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. 

 

38 And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”

 

40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, “Have you any food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their presence.

 

The Scriptures Opened

 

44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

 

46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 

48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”

 

The Ascension

 

50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 

 

52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.

 

 

(From John)

 

Overview of Jesus Ministry from the Book of John

 

1. Jesus & the Disciples Intro

2. Miracle #1: Jesus Turns Water Into Wine

3. Jesus Drives out the Money Changers from the Temple

4. Jesus Predicts His Death & Resurrection

5. Everlasting Life

6. Living Water

7. One Sows and Another Reaps

8. Miracle #2: Jesus Resurrects a Man’s Son

9. Miracle #3 Jesus Heals a Crippled Man

10. The Sabbath Law vs. the Miracle

11. The Son Judges All

12. God Judges the Son- the Son Judges the People

13. Jesus Predicts the Jews will Receive the Antichrist as Messiah

13. Satan the Accuser

14. Miracle#4 Jesus Feeds 5,000

15. Miracle#5 Jesus Walks on Water

16. Spiritual Food vs. Earthly Food -Jesus Christ: The Bread of Life

17. Jesus Predicts Judas Iscariot’s Betrayal

18. The Jews Reject Jesus

19. Man’s Glory vs. God’s Glory

20. Judge Not According to Appearance, but of Righteous Judgment

21. Chief Priests and Pharisees Plot to Kill Jesus

22. Let He That is Without Sin Cast the First Stone

23. The Son shall Make You Free

24. Miracle #6 Jesus Heals the Blindman

25. Jesus the Good Shepherd

26. Miracle #7 Jesus Resurrects Lazarus

27. Plot to Kill Jesus

28. The Last Supper

29. The Woman with the Ointment

30. The Light of the World

31. Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet

32. Jesus Predicts Judas’ Betrayal

33. Jesus Predicts Peter Will Deny Him 3 Times

34. In My Father’s House Are Many Mansions...

35. Ask in Jesus’ Name...

34. Jesus is the Vine- We are the Branches

35. Jesus Has Overcome This World

36. Not of This World

37. Jesus Arrested, Barrabas Let Go

38. The Crucifixion of Jesus

39. Jesus Resurrected on the 3rd Day

40. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

41. Jesus Appears to the Disciples

 

 

Jesus & the Disciples Intro

John 1

 

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples;

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

 

 

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.

 

 

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

 

 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!

48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.

 

 

50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

 

 

Miracle #1: Jesus Turns Water Into Wine

John 2

 

1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:

2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.

4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.

6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

 

Jesus Drives out the Money Changers from the Temple

 

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they continued there not many days.

13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables;

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.

 

Jesus Predicts His Death & Resurrection

 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.

22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did.

24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,

25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

 

 

Everlasting Life

John 3

 

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.

23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.

24 For John was not yet cast into prison.

25 Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.

27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.

32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.

33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.

35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

 

 

Living Water

John 4

 

1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.

4 And he must needs go through Samaria.

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:

18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.

31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat.

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of.

33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat?

 

One Sows and Another Reaps

 

34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth.

38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.

39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did.

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days.

41 And many more believed because of his own word;

42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

43 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee.

44 For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country.

45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast.

 

Miracle #2: Jesus Resurrects a Man’s Son

 

46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.

47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.

48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die.

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.

52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house.

54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee.

 

 

Miracle #3 Jesus Heals a Crippled Man

John 5

 

1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath.

 

The Sabbath Law vs. the Miracle

 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.

11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk?

13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.

16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day.

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.

19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

 

The Son Judges All

 

21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:

23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.

 

God Judges the Son- the Son Judges the People

 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;

27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.

32 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.

33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.

34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved.

35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.

36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.

37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.

38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.

39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

41 I receive not honour from men.

42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.

 

Jesus Predicts the Jews will Receive the Antichrist as Messiah

 

*43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.

44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?

*Verse 43 is talking about the Antichrist- He is saying that they have received Him- the Messiah- Not- but there is another - the Antichrist- who will come in his own name who they- the Jews- will receive as their Messiah.

 

Satan the Accuser

 

45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me.

47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

 

*Verse 45 “there is one that accuseth you” is referring to Satan- he is the great accuser of the bretheren. Jesus is also explaining here that Satan even accuses Moses- who was a righteous man in the eyes of God compared to most- but the people trust Satan’s accusations.

 

Who elses accusations were those when they shouted to crucify Jesus? None other than Satan. God already knew this would happen. Jesus Christ already knew. That’s why He was there, because it would become the greatest victory ever- for mankind- by the creator of the universe.

 

*Verse 46 - If they would have believed Moses- the one Jesus sent to them, they would have believed Jesus, but if they don’t believe in Moses, how will they believe Jesus Christ’s words- the one sent by the Creator.

 

 

Miracle#4 Jesus Feeds 5,000

John 6

 

After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.

 

2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased.

 

3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples.

 

4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.

 

5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?

 

6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.

 

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.

 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him,

 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many?

 

10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.

 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.

 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.

 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.

 

14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

 

15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.

 

16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea,

 

17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them.

 

18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew.

 

Miracle#5 Jesus Walks on Water

 

19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid.

 

20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.

 

21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.

 

22 The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone;

 

23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:)

 

24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.

 

25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?

 

Spiritual Food vs. Earthly Food
Jesus Christ: The Bread of Life

 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.

 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?

 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

 

30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?

 

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

 

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

 

33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

 

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

 

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

 

36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

 

Everlasting Life through the Son- Jesus Christ

 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

 

41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven.

 

42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven?

 

43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves.

 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

 

45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

 

46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father.

 

47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.

 

48 I am that bread of life.

 

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.

 

50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.

 

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

 

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?

 

53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.

 

54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

 

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

 

56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.

 

57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.

 

58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

 

59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

 

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?

 

61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?

 

62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

 

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

 

Jesus Predicts Judas Iscariot’s Betrayal

 

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

 

66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

 

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?

 

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.

 

69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

 

70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?

 

71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.

 

The Jews Reject Jesus

John 7

 

After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.

 

2 Now the Jew's feast of tabernacles was at hand.

 

3 His brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him.

 

4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world.

 

5 For neither did his brethren believe in him.

 

6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready.

 

7 The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.

 

8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast: for my time is not yet full come.

 

9 When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in Galilee.

 

10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.

 

11 Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he?

 

12 And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people.

 

13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews.

 

14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.

 

15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?

 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.

 

 

Man’s Glory vs. God’s Glory

 

17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.

 

18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.

 

19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me?

 

20 The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee?

 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel.

 

22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man.

 

23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?

 

Judge Not According to Appearance, but of Righteous Judgment

 

24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

 

25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill?

 

26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?

 

27 Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is.

 

28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.

 

29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.

 

30 Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come.

 

31 And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done?

 

32 The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him.

 

33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.

 

34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come.

 

35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?

 

36 What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?

 

37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

 

38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

 

39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

 

40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.

 

41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee?

 

42 Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?

 

43 So there was a division among the people because of him.

 

44 And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him.

 

Chief Priests and Pharisees Plot to Kill Jesus

 

45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him?

 

46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.

 

47 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?

 

48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?

 

49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.

 

50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,)

 

51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?

 

52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.

 

53 And every man went unto his own house.

 

Let He That is Without Sin Cast the First Stone

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

 

2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.

 

3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,

 

4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

 

5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

 

6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

 

7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

 

8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

 

9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

 

10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

 

11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

 

12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

 

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true.

 

14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.

 

15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

 

16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me.

 

17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true.

 

18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.

 

19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also.

 

20 These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.

 

21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.

 

22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come.

 

23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

 

24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

 

25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning.

 

26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him.

 

27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.

 

28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

 

29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

 

30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.

 

31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

 

32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

 

33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?

 

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.

 

35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.

 

The Son shall Make You Free

 

36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

 

37 I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.

 

38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father.

 

39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.

 

40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.

 

41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.

 

42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.

 

43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.

 

44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

 

45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

 

46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?

 

47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.

 

48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?

 

49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me.

 

50 And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth.

 

51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.

 

52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.

 

53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself?

 

54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:

 

55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying.

 

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.

 

57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?

 

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

 

59 Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

 

Miracle #6 Jesus Heals the Blindman

John 9

 

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

 

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?

 

3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.

 

4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

 

5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

 

6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

 

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

 

8 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged?

 

9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.

 

10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened?

 

11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.

 

12 Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.

 

13 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind.

 

14 And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.

 

15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.

 

16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.

 

17 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet.

 

18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight.

 

19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see?

 

20 His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind:

 

21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.

 

22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.

 

23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

 

24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.

 

25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

 

26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes?

 

27 He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?

 

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples.

 

29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is.

 

30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

 

31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

 

32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.

 

33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

 

34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.

 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?

 

36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?

 

37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.

 

38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

 

39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

 

40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?

 

41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.

 

Jesus the Good Shepherd

 

John 10

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

 

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

 

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

 

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

 

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

 

6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.

 

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

 

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

 

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

 

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

 

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

 

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.

 

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

 

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.

 

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

 

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.

 

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

 

19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.

 

20 And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?

 

21 Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?

 

22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.

 

23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.

 

24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

 

25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.

 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

 

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

 

30 I and my Father are one.

 

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.

 

32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?

 

33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.

 

34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?

 

35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;

 

36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

 

37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.

 

38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.

 

39 Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,

 

40 And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode.

 

41 And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true.

 

42 And many believed on him there.

 

Miracle #7 Jesus Resurrects Lazarus

John 11

 

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.

 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)

 

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.

 

4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

 

6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.

 

7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.

 

8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?

 

9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.

 

10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.

 

11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

 

12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.

 

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

 

14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

 

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

 

16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.

 

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.

 

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:

 

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

 

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

 

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

 

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.

 

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

 

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

 

26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

 

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

 

28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.

 

29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.

 

30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him.

 

31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.

 

32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

 

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.

 

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

 

35 Jesus wept.

 

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

 

37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?

 

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

 

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.

 

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?

 

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.

 

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

 

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.

 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

 

45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.

 

46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done.

 

Plot to Kill Jesus

 

47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.

 

48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.

 

49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all,

 

50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.

 

51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation;

 

52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.

 

53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.

 

54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples.

 

55 And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves.

 

56 Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast?

 

57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him.

 

The Last Supper

 

John 12

 

Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.

 

2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.

 

The Woman with the Ointment

 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

 

4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him,

 

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?

 

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.

 

7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.

 

8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.

 

9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead.

 

10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death;

 

11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.

 

12 On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,

 

13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.

 

14 And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written,

 

15 Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

 

16 These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.

 

17 The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record.

 

18 For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had done this miracle.

 

19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after him.

 

20 And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast:

 

21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.

 

22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.

 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.

 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

 

25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.

 

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

 

27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.

 

28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.

 

29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.

 

30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes.

 

31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

 

32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.

 

33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.

 

34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?

 

35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.

 

36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.

 

37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:

 

38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?

 

39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,

 

40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.

 

41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.

 

42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:

 

43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

 

44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.

 

45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.

 

The Light of the World

 

46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.

 

47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

 

48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

 

49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.

 

50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

 

Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet

 

John 13

 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

 

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;

 

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.

 

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.

 

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

 

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.

 

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

 

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.

 

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.

 

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.

 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

 

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

 

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

 

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

 

18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.

 

19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.

 

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

 

Jesus Predicts Judas’ Betrayal

 

21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

 

22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake.

 

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.

 

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake.

 

25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it?

 

26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.

 

27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

 

28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him.

 

29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.

 

30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

 

31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.

 

32 If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him.

 

33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.

 

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

 

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

 

36 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.

 

37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake.

 

Jesus Predicts Peter will Deny Him 3 Times

38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.

 

In My Father’s House Are Many Mansions...

John 14

 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

 

5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

 

7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

 

8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

 

9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

 

10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

 

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.

 

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

 

Ask in Jesus’ Name...

 

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

 

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

 

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

 

He Will Send the Holy Spirit...

 

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

 

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

 

18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

 

19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.

 

20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

 

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

 

22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

 

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

 

25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.

 

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

 

27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

 

28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.

 

29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.

 

30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.

 

31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.

 

Jesus is the Vine - We are the Branches

 

John 15

 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.

 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

 

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.

 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

 

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

 

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

 

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

 

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

 

17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.

 

18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.

 

Not of This World

 

19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

 

20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

 

21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.

 

22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.

 

23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also.

 

24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.

 

25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.

 

26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

 

27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.

 

John 16

 

These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.

 

2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

 

3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.

 

4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you.

 

5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?

 

6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.

 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

 

9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;

 

10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;

 

11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

 

12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

 

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

 

14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

 

15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

 

16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.

 

17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father?

 

18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he saith.

 

19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?

 

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.

 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.

 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.

 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.

 

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

 

25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father.

 

26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you:

 

27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.

 

28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.

 

29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb.

 

30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from God.

 

31 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe?

 

32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.

 

Jesus Has Overcome this World

 

33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

 

John 17

 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

 

4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

 

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

 

6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

 

7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

 

8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

 

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

 

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

 

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

 

13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

 

Not of This World

 

14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

 

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

 

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

 

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.

 

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

 

Jesus Arrested, Barrabas Let Go

 

John 18

 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples.

 

2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.

 

3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.

 

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?

 

5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.

 

6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

 

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.

 

8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way:

 

9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.

 

10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.

 

11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?

 

12 Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him,

 

13 And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.

 

14 Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.

 

15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest.

 

16 But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.

 

17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not.

 

18 And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.

 

19 The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine.

 

20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.

 

21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.

 

22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?

 

23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?

 

24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.

 

25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.

 

26 One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him?

 

Peter Denies Jesus 3 Times

 

27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

 

28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.

 

29 Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?

 

30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.

 

31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:

 

32 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should die.

 

33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?

 

34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?

 

35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?

 

36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

 

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

 

38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

 

39 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?

 

40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

 

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.

 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus

 

John 19

 

2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe,

 

3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.

 

4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.

 

5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!

 

6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.

 

7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.

 

8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;

 

9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.

 

10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

 

11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.

 

12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.

 

13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.

 

14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!

 

15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.

 

17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

 

18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.

 

19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was Jesus Of Nazareth The King Of The Jews.

 

20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.

 

21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews.

 

22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.

 

23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.

 

24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.

 

25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.

 

26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!

 

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

 

28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.

 

29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.

 

30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

 

31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

 

32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.

 

33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:

 

34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.

 

35 And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.

 

36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.

 

37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.

 

38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.

 

39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.

 

40 Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

 

41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.

 

42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.

 

Jesus Resurrected on the 3rd Day

 

John 20

 

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

 

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.

 

3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.

 

4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

 

5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

 

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,

 

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

 

8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

 

9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

 

10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

 

11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

 

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

 

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

 

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

 

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

 

17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

 

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

 

19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

 

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

 

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

 

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

 

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.

 

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.

 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.

 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.

 

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

 

30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:

 

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

 

John 21

 

 After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself.

 

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

 

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

 

4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

 

5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

 

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

 

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

 

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

 

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

 

10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.

 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

 

12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

 

13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

 

14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

 

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

 

16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

 

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

 

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

 

19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

 

20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?

 

21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

 

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

 

23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

 

24 This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.

 

25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

 

 

Jesus Ministry (From Mark)

Mark 1

 

John the Baptist

Jesus Baptised

Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness 40 Days

John the Baptist Put in Prison

Jesus Gathers His Disciples: First Peter and Andrew

James and John

Jesus Teaches in the Synagogues
Jesus Drives Out Demons


 

Mark 2

 

Jesus Heals Many


Jesus Rebukes the Scribes


Jesus Teaches Seaside

Jesus Eats with Sinners


Pharisees Question Jesus About Fasting
Who Fasts During a Wedding Feast?


Garment Patch and Wineskin Parables


Pharisees Question the Sabbath

Jesus Christ: Lord of the Sabbath

 

Mark 3

 

Jesus Heals a Man’s Hand


Pharisees Plot to Kill Jesus


Jesus Teaches from a Boat


Jesus Ordains 12 Disciples


Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, Thaddaeus, Simon, James, Judas 
Scribes Refer to Jesus As Satan
A House Divided Cannot Stand


Warnings Against Blaspheming the Holy Spirit

 

Mark 4

 

Jesus Teaches Seaside Again

The Sower and the Seed Parable


The Candle Parable

The Kingdom of God Likened to a Mustard Seed

Jesus Calms the Seas

 

Mark 5

 

Jesus Casts out Demons into Swine

Jesus Heals the Woman


Jesus Heals the Daughter
Jesus Resurrects a Daughter

 

Mark 6


 

Jesus Rejected at the Synagogues in Nazareth

Jesus Sends Out the 12

The Disciples Preach, Cast out Demons, and Heal Many

Herod Vows to Behead John the Baptist

Jesus Feeds 5,000

Jesus Walks on Water

 

Mark 7

 

Jesus Rebukes Pharisees and their Doctrines and Traditions

Traditions vs. God’s Commandments

That Which Come Out of Man Defileth Him

Jesus Casts out a Demon

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man with a Speech Impediment

 

Mark 8

 

Jesus Feeds 4,000

The Pharisees Seek a Sign from Heaven

The Disciples Worry for Lack of Food Again

Jesus Heals Another Blind Man

Jesus Predicts His Death & Resurrection

What Shall it Profit a Man to Gain the Whole World, but Lose His Own Soul?

 

Mark 9

 

Jesus Prophecies His Return

God, Elijah, Moses, and Jesus on the Mount with Peter, James, and John

Jesus Heals and Resurrects the Son

Jesus Likens this to He, the Son of Man, dying and then being Resurrected on the Third Day

Who Should Be Greatest?

The Power to Cast Out Demons & Heal in Jesus’ Name...

 

Mark 10

 

Obey the Commandments

The Rich Man

With God All Things Are Possible

Many that are First Shall be Last and the Last, First

Jesus Reminds the Disciples of His Arrest and Death

True Greatness in the Eyes of the Lord

Jesus Heals Another Blind Man

 

Mark 11

 

Jesus and the Disciples Return to Jerusalem and the Mt. of Olives

Have Faith in God

Forgiveness

Authority

 

Mark 12

 

The Parable of the Vineyard

Render Unto Caesar...

Sadducees Question the Resurrection...

The Wise Scribe

Beware of the Scribes...

The Poor Widow

 

Mark 13

 

Jesus Prophecies the Destruction of the Temple

Jesus Prophecies The End Times and the Antichrist

 

Mark 14

 

Scribes Plot Jesus’ Death

The Woman with the Ointment

Judas Betrays Jesus

The Upper Room for the Final Supper

Jesus Mentions Judas’ Betrayal

Jesus Predicts Peter Will Deny Him 3 Times

Jesus Arrested

Peter Cuts off the Guard’s Ear

False Witnesses

Peter Denies Jesus the Third Time

 

Mark 15

 

Jesus’ Crucifixion

Barabbas Released

Women Witnesses to the Crucifixion

Jesus Buried

 

Mark 16

 

Jesus Resurrected

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

Jesus Appears to the 11 Disciples

 

 

Mark 1

 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

 

John the Baptist

 

2 As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.

 

3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

 

4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

 

5 And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

 

6 And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey;

 

7 And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.

 

8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

 

Jesus Baptised by John the Baptist

 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.

 

10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him:

 

Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness 40 Days

 

11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

 

12 And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.

 

13 And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.

 

John Put in Prison

 

14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

 

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

 

 

Jesus Gathers His Disciples: First Peter and Andrew

 

16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

 

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.

 

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.

 

James and John

 

19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets.

 

20 And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.

 

21 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught.

 

Jesus Teaches at the Synagogues

 

22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.

 

23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,

 

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.

 

Jesus Drives Out Demons

 

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.

 

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.

 

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.

 

28 And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.

 

29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

 

Jesus Heals Peter’s Wife’s Mother

 

30 But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.

 

31 And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them.

 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils.

 

33 And all the city was gathered together at the door.

 

34 And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.

 

35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.

 

36 And Simon and they that were with him followed after him.

 

37 And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.

 

38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.

 

39 And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.

 

Jesus Heals a Leper

 

40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

 

41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.

 

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.

 

43 And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;

 

44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

 

45 But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter.

 

Mark 2

 

And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.

 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.

 

Jesus Heals Many

 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.

 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

 

6 But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,

 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?

 

Jesus Rebukes the Scribes

 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?

 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?

 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)

 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.

 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

 

Jesus Teaches Seaside

 

13 And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them.

 

14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.

 

Jesus Eats with the Sinners

 

15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him.

 

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?

 

17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

 

Pharisees Question Jesus About Fasting

 

18 And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?

 

Who Fasts During a Wedding Feast?

 

19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.

 

20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.

 

Garment Patch and Wineskin Parables

 

21 No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.

 

22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles.

 

Pharisees Question the Sabbath

 

23 And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn.

 

24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?

 

25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?

 

26 How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?

 

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:

 

Jesus Christ: Lord of the Sabbath

 

28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.

 

 

Mark 3

 

Jesus Heals a Man’s Hand

 

And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand.

 

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him.

 

3 And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth.

 

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace.

 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other.

 

Pharisees Plot to Kill Jesus

 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him.

 

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea,

 

8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him.

 

Jesus Teaches from a Boat

 

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him.

 

10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues.

 

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.

 

12 And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known.

 

Jesus Ordains the 12 Disciples

 

13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him.

 

14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,

 

15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:

 

Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, Thaddaeus, Simon, James, Judas Iscariot

 

16 And Simon he surnamed Peter;

 

17 And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:

 

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite,

 

19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an house.

 

20 And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread.

 

21 And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself.

 

Scribes Refer to Jesus As Satan

 

22 And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.

 

23 And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan?

 

A House Divided Cannot Stand

 

24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

 

25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.

 

26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.

 

27 No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

 

28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:

 

Warnings Against Blaspheming the Holy Spirit

 

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.

 

30 Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.

 

31 There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him.

 

32 And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.

 

33 And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren?

 

34 And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!

 

35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.
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Jesus Teaches Seaside Again

 

And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.

 

2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,

 

The Parable of the Sower and the Seed

 

3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:

 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:

 

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.

 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

 

8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.

 

9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

 

10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable.

 

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:

 

12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

 

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?

 

14 The sower soweth the word.

 

15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.

 

16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

 

17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.

 

18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,

 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

 

20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

 

The Parable of the Candle

 

21 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

 

22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.

 

If Any Man Have Ears to Hear, Let Him Hear

 

23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.

 

The Parable of the Seed

 

24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.

 

25 For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.

 

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground;

 

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.

 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.

 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.

 

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it?

 

The Kingdom of God Likened to the Mustard Seed

 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:

 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.

 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it.

 

34 But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples.

 

35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.

 

36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.

 

Jesus Calms the Seas

 

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.

 

38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

 

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

 

40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

 

41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?
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Jesus Casts out Demons into Swine

 

And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

 

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

 

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

 

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,

 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

 

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.

 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.

 

10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.

 

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

 

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.

 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

 

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done.

 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

 

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine.

 

17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.

 

18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him.

 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

 

20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.

 

21 And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.

 

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,

 

23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

 

24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.

 

Jesus Heals the Woman

 

25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

 

26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

 

27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.

 

28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.

 

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

 

Jesus Heals the Daughter

 

30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

 

31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

 

32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.

 

33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

 

34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

 

35 While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?

 

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.

 

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.

 

38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.

 

Jesus Resurrects a Daughter

 

39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.

 

40 And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying.

 

41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.

 

42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.

 

43 And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to eat.

 

Jesus Rejected at the Synagogues in Nazareth
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And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him.

 

2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?

 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

 

4 But Jesus, said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.

 

5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.

 

6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.

 

Jesus Sends Out the 12

 

7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits;

 

8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse:

 

9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.

 

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place.

 

11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

 

The Disciples Preach, Cast out Demons, and Heal Many

 

12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent.

 

13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.

 

14 And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.

 

15 Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.

 

16 But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead.

 

17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.

 

18 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.

 

19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:

 

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.

 

Herod Vows to Behead John the Baptist

 

21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee;

 

22 And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee.

 

23 And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.

 

24 And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist.

 

25 And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist.

 

26 And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her.

 

27 And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison,

 

28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother.

 

29 And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.

 

30 And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught.

 

31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.

 

32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.

 

33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him.

 

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.

 

35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed:

 

Jesus Feeds 5,000

 

36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.

 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?

 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.

 

39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass.

 

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.

 

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all.

 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled.

 

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes.

 

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men.

 

45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.

 

46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.

 

47 And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.

 

Jesus Walks on Water

 

48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.

 

49 But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:

 

50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.

 

51 And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.

 

52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.

 

53 And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore.

 

54 And when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him,

 

55 And ran through that whole region round about, and began to carry about in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was.

 

56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole.
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Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem.

 

2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault.

 

3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.

 

4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.

 

Jesus Rebukes Pharisees and their Doctrines and Traditions

 

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?

 

6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

 

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

 

Traditions vs. God’s Commandments

 

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.

 

9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.

 

10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:

 

11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.

 

12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;

 

13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.

 

14 And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand:

 

15 There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.

 

16 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.

 

17 And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable.

 

18 And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him;

 

19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?

 

That Which Come Out of Man Defileth Him

 

20 And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.

 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:

 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

 

24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid.

 

Jesus Casts out a Demon

 

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet:

 

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

 

27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.

 

28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.

 

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.

 

30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed.

 

31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.

 

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man with a Speech Impediment

 

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.

 

33 And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;

 

34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened.

 

35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.

 

36 And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it;

 

37 And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.
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Jesus Feeds 4,000

 

In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them,

 

2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have nothing to eat:

 

3 And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for divers of them came from far.

 

4 And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness?

 

5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven.

 

6 And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the people.

 

7 And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them.

 

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets.

 

9 And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away.

 

10 And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha.

 

The Pharisees Seek a Sign from Heaven

 

11 And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting him.

 

12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation.

 

13 And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side.

 

The Disciples Worry for Lack of Food Again

 

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf.

 

15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.

 

16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread.

 

17 And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened?

 

18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember?

 

19 When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve.

 

20 And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven.

 

21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand?

 

Jesus Heals Another Blind Man

 

22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.

 

23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

 

24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.

 

25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.

 

26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.

 

27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?

 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.

 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.

 

30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him.

 

Jesus Predicts His Death & Resurrection

 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

 

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.

 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.

 

34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.

 

What Shall it Profit a Man to Gain the Whole World, but Lose His Own Soul?

 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
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Jesus Prophecies His Return

 

And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.

 

2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them.

 

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them.

 

God, Elijah, Moses, and Jesus on the Mount with Peter, James, and John

 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.

 

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

 

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid.

 

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.

 

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves.

 

9 And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead.

 

10 And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean.

 

11 And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come?

 

12 And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought.

 

13 But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him.

 

14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them.

 

15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him.

 

16 And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?

 

17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit;

 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.

 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.

 

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

 

21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

 

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.

 

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

 

Jesus Heals and Resurrects the Son

 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.

 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.

 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.

 

28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out?

 

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

 

30 And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it.

 

Jesus Likens this to He, the Son of Man, dying and then being Resurrected on the Third Day

 

31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.

 

32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.

 

33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?

 

Who Should Be Greatest?

 

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.

 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.

 

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them,

 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.

 

The Power to Cast Out Demons & Heal in Jesus’ Name...

 

38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us.

 

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me.

 

40 For he that is not against us is on our part.

 

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.

 

42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.

 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:

 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

 

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:

 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

 

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:

 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

 

49 For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.

 

50 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.
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Obey the Commandments

 

And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.

 

2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.

 

3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?

 

4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.

 

5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.

 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.

 

7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;

 

8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.

 

9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

 

10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.

 

11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.

 

12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.

 

13 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.

 

14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

 

15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.

 

16 And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.

 

17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?

 

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.

 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.

 

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.

 

The Rich Man

 

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.

 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!

 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

 

26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?

 

With God All Things Are Possible

 

27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.

 

28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,

 

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

 

Many that are First Shall be Last and the Last, First

 

31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first.

 

32 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him,

 

Jesus Reminds the Disciples of His Arrest and Death

 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:

 

34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.

 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.

 

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?

 

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.

 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?

 

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:

 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.

 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John.

 

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

 

True Greatness in the Eyes of the Lord

 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

 

46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.

 

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

 

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

 

Jesus Heals Another Blind Man

 

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

 

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.

 

52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.
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Jesus and the Disciples Return to Jerusalem and the Mt. of Olives

 

And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples,

 

2 And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him.

 

3 And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither.

 

4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him.

 

5 And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt?

 

6 And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go.

 

7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him.

 

8 And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way.

 

9 And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:

 

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

 

11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

 

12 And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:

 

13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.

 

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.

 

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;

 

16 And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.

 

17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves.

 

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine.

 

19 And when even was come, he went out of the city.

 

20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.

 

21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away.

 

Have Faith in God

 

22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

 

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

 

24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

 

Forgiveness

 

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

 

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,

 

Authority

 

28 And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things?

 

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.

 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me.

 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him?

 

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed.

 

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.
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The Parable of the Vineyard

 

And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.

 

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.

 

3 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.

 

4 And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled.

 

5 And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some.

 

6 Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.

 

7 But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.'

 

8 And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.

 

9 What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.

 

10 And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner:

 

11 This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

 

12 And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: and they left him, and went their way.

 

13 And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in his words.

 

Render Unto Caesar...

14 And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not?

 

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I may see it.

 

16 And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? And they said unto him, Caesar's.

 

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him.

 

Sadducees Question the Resurrection...

 

18 Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying,

 

19 Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

 

20 Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed.

 

21 And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise.

 

22 And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also.

 

23 In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife.

 

24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?

 

25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven.

 

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?

 

27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.

 

28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?

 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:

 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

 

The Wise Scribe

 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:

 

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.

 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.

 

35 And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the son of David?

 

36 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

 

37 David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? And the common people heard him gladly.

 

Beware of the Scribes...

 

38 And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces,

 

39 And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:

 

40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.

 

The Poor Widow

 

41 And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.

 

42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.

 

43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:

 

44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
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And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!

 

Jesus Prophecies the Destruction of the Temple

 

2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately,

 

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?

 

5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:

 

Jesus Prophecies The End Times and the Antichrist

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

 

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet.

 

8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.

 

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.

 

10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations.

 

11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

 

12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.

 

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

 

14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:

 

15 And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house:

 

16 And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.

 

17 But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

 

18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.

 

19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.

 

20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.

 

21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:

 

22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.

 

23 But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.

 

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,

 

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.

 

26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.

 

27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

 

28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near:

 

29 So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.

 

30 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done.

 

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

 

34 For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.

 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:

 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
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Scribes Plot Jesus’ Death

 

After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put him to death.

 

2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the people.

 

The Woman with the Ointment

 

3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.

 

4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made?

 

5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.

 

6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.

 

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always.

 

8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.

 

9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.

 

Judas Betrays Jesus

 

10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.

 

11 And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him.

 

The Upper Room for the Final Supper

 

12 And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?

 

13 And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

 

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?

 

15 And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.

 

16 And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.

 

17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.

 

Jesus Mentions Judas’ Betrayal

 

18 And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth with me shall betray me.

 

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it I? and another said, Is it I?

 

20 And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.

 

21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.

 

22 And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.

 

23 And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it.

 

24 And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.

 

25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

 

26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.

 

27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.

 

28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee.

 

29 But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I.

 

Jesus Predicts Peter Will Deny Him 3 Times

 

30 And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.

 

31 But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all.

 

32 And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.

 

33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy;

 

34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.

 

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.

 

36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.

 

37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour?

 

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.

 

39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words.

 

40 And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him.

 

41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

 

42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.

 

Jesus Arrested

 

43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

 

44 And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely.

 

45 And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him.

 

46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him.

 

Peter Cuts off the Guard’s Ear

 

47 And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

 

48 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me?

 

49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be fulfilled.

 

50 And they all forsook him, and fled.

 

51 And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him:

 

52 And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked.

 

53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes.

 

54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire.

 

False Witnesses

 

55 And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found none.

 

56 For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together.

 

57 And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying,

 

58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.

 

59 But neither so did their witness agree together.

 

60 And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?

 

61 But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

 

62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

 

63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?

 

64 Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.

 

65 And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their hands.

 

66 And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids of the high priest:

 

67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.

 

68 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew.

 

69 And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them.

 

70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.

 

Peter Denies Jesus the Third Time

 

71 But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak.

 

72 And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

 

Mark 15

 

Jesus’ Crucifixion

 

And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.

 

2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto them, Thou sayest it.

 

3 And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing.

 

4 And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against thee.

 

5 But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.

 

6 Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired.

 

7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.

 

8 And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them.

 

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews?

 

10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy.

 

11 But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them.

 

Barabbas Released

 

12 And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?

 

13 And they cried out again, Crucify him.

 

14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him.

 

15 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified.

 

16 And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and they call together the whole band.

 

17 And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head,

 

18 And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews!

 

19 And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him.

 

20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.

 

21 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.

 

22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.

 

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.

 

24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.

 

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.

 

26 And the superscription of his accusation was written over, The King Of The Jews.

 

27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left.

 

28 And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.

 

29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,

 

30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross.

 

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save.

 

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.

 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.

 

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

 

35 And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.

 

36 And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down.

 

37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.

 

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.

 

39 And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God.

 

Women Witnesses to the Crucifixion

 

40 There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;

 

41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem.

 

42 And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath,

 

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.

 

44 And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead.

 

Jesus Buried

 

45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.

 

46 And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.

 

47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid.

 

 

Mark 16

 

Jesus Resurrected

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.

 

2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.

 

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?

 

4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great.

 

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.

 

6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.

 

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.

 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

 

9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

 

10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept.

 

11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

 

12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.

 

13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.

 

Jesus Appears to the 11 Disciples

 

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

 

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

 

 

John 3:16 New International Version (NIV)

 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

 

Romans 10:9-10 New International Version (NIV)

 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

 


Chapter 8


Samson

 

 

Samson was the last leader and Judge of the Israelites mentioned in the Book of Judges alive around 1075 B.C.; he was sent by God to defeat the Phillistines, who the Israelites, through their disobedience, had become captive to.

 

Samson had unmatched strength that was connected to his long hair. He was said to have slayed a lion with his bare hands and massacred an entire army of Phillistines with the jawbone of a donkey. 

 

While his hair was long, his strength would not fade, but if he could be tricked into cutting his hair, he would lose his strength...

 

An Angel Appears

Judges 13

 

An Angel of the Lord appears to the wife of Manoah of Zorah and tells her that even though she is barren she will conceive and bear a son who will deliver the Israelites out of the hand of the Phillistines.

 

Manoah prepared an offering for the Angel who said it would be an offering to the Lord and not to him; tthe Angel consumed the offering with fire that went up towards heaven and Manoah knew he was an Angel of the Lord.

 

Samson Born

Judges 13:24


 

24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the Lord blessed him. 25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

 

Samson would later seek a Phillistine woman as his wife; his parents were unsure if this was the Lord’s will, since it was Samson who was sent by the Lord to deliver Israel from the Phillistines; they were currently under the Philistinian rule.

 

Samson kills a Lion with his bare hands
Judges 14:5-6

 

Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him. 6 And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.

 

The Riddle

 

Samson prepared a feast and his father attended where Samson proposed a riddle to the 30 Phillistines:

 

Judges 14:12-14

 

12 Then Samson said to them, “Let me pose a riddle to you. If you can correctly solve and explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing. 13 But if you cannot explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing.”

And they said to him, “Pose your riddle, that we may hear it.”

 

14 So he said to them:

 

“Out of the eater came something to eat,

And out of the strong came something sweet.”

 

Now for three days they could not explain the riddle.

 

They threatened Samson’s wife to explain the riddle to them or they would burn her and her father’s house.

 

So after pleading to Samson to tell her the answer to the riddle, on the 7th day Samson explained the answer and then she told the Phillistines who then answered Samson’s riddle.

 

Judges 14:19
Samson Kills 30 of the Phillistines

 

19 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father’s house. 20 And Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man.

 

Judges 15:2

 

2 Her father said, “I really thought that you thoroughly hated her; therefore I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister better than she? Please, take her instead.”

 

In retaliation, Samson burns their Vineyards and Olive Groves;  they then burn her and her father. Samson then slaughters them and goes to Etam where he is met by 3,000 Phillistines sent to arrest him. They bound him with ropes, but the strength of the Lord came over him and he broke loose, found a jawbone of a donkey and killed a 1000 men with it.

 

Judges 15:16-20

 

16 Then Samson said:

 

“With the jawbone of a donkey,

Heaps upon heaps,

With the jawbone of a donkey

I have slain a thousand men!”

 

17 And so it was, when he had finished speaking, that he threw the jawbone from his hand, and called that place Ramath Lehi.

 

18 Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the Lord and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?”

 

19 So God split the hollow place that is in [d]Lehi, and water came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore he called its name En Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines.

 

Judges 16
Samson & Delilah

 

Samson went to Gaza and ended up meeting a Philistine (or Hebrew) woman named Delilah. The Phillistines offered a bribe of 1100 pieces of silver each to Delilah to find out where he got his strength. 

 

Delilah kept questioning where he got his strength until he finally told her that it was from his hair. So she told the Phillistines and in the middle of the night had a man shave off his hair.

 

At that point the Phillistines captured him without strength and threw him into prison and put out his eyes.


 

They called out to Samson to perform for them and he asked them to place him between the 2 pillars that held up the temple.  When they did, he cried out to the Lord for enough strength one last time to destroy them including himself.

 

Judges 16:29-31
Samson Crushes the Phillistines at the Temple

 

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which supported the temple, and he braced himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left. 30 Then Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life.

 

31 And his brothers and all his father’s household came down and took him, and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. He had judged Israel twenty years.

 


Chapter 9

The Woman Washes Jesus’ Feet

 

Luke 7:36-50 King James Version (KJV)

 

36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.

 

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

 

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

 

39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

 

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.

 

41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

 

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

 

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

 

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

 

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

 

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

 

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

 

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

 

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?

 

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.


Chapter 10

Daniel in the Lions’ Den

 

Daniel was a prophet living around 620-538 B.C. who was taken into captivity by the Babylonians; he served king Nebuchadnezzar as a dream interpreter and prophetic visionary while in captivity. 

 

After successfully interpreting the king’s dream, while the king was promoting Daniel, the king’s wisemen became jealous, and schemed a plot to have him thrown into prison and killed...

 

Daniel 6

The Plot Against Daniel

 

6 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 

 

3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. 

 

4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 

 

5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

 

6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever!

 

 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 

 

8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.

 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den

 

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

 

11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 12 And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”

 

The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.”

 

13 So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”

 

14 And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 

 

15 Then these men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed.”

 

16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.” 

 

17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.

 

Daniel Saved from the Lions

 

18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians were brought before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 

 

20 And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

 

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 

 

22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.”

 

23 Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because he believed in his God.

 

Darius Honors God

 

24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.

 

25 Then King Darius wrote:

 

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:

 

Peace be multiplied to you.

 

26 I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.

 

For He is the living God,

And steadfast forever;

His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,

And His dominion shall endure to the end.

27 He delivers and rescues,

And He works signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth,

Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.

 

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


Chapter 11


The Repentant Thief on the Cross

 

Jesus Handed Over to Pontius Pilate

 

23 Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”

 

3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

 

He answered him and said, “It is as you say.”

 

4 So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.”

 

5 But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.”

 

Jesus Faces Herod

 

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. 7 And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

 

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. 

 

9 Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 11 Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 

 

12 That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.

 

Taking the Place of Barabbas

 

13 Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; 

 

15 no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 16 I will therefore chastise Him and release Him” 17 (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast).

 

18 And they all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19 who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder.

 

20 Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 21 But they shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”

 

22 Then he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.”

 

23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. 25 And he released to them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

 

The King on a Cross

 

26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.

 

27 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 31 For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?”

 

32 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

 

And they divided His garments and cast lots. 35 And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

 

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”

 

38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:

 

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

 

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”

 

40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 

 

42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”

 

43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”


Chapter 12

Jacob

 

Jacob was the grandson of Abraham, son of Isaac & Rebecca, nephew of Ishmael, and younger brother of Esau. He was alive around 2000 B.C. and died at 147 years old.

 

Jacob had 12 sons who would establish the 12 tribes of Israel and also had a daughter. He would have to later relocate to Egypt with his 12 sons because of a severe drought in Israel.

 

After 17 years in Egypt, Jacob would die at the age of 147 years old. His sons would represent the foundation of the “children of Israel,” who Moses would later lead out of Egypt and back to their Promised Land, Israel.

 

God would later rename Jacob, Israel, after he wrestled with the Lord and demanded the Lord bless him. Jacob also convinces Esau to Sell his Birthright.

 

An interesting mix of stories from the life of Jacob- the first one- found in Genesis 25: 27-34- he convinces his older brother Esau to sell him his birthright for a plate of stew and therefore Jacob would inherit all that belonged to Esau.
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Esau Sells His Birthright to Jacob

 

Geneis 25:29-34 29

 

One day when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau arrived home from the wilderness exhausted and hungry. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “I’m starved! Give me some of that red stew!” (This is how Esau got his other name, Edom, which means “red.”) 31 “All right,” Jacob replied, “but trade me your rights as the firstborn son.”

 

32 “Look, I’m dying of starvation!” said Esau. “What good is my birthright to me now?” 33 But Jacob said, “First you must swear that your birthright is mine.” So Esau swore an oath, thereby selling all his rights as the firstborn to his brother, Jacob.

 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and lentil stew. Esau ate the meal, then got up and left. He showed contempt for his rights as the firstborn.

 

Jacob Steals Esau’s Blessing

Isaac commanded his son Esau to go out in the field and hunt down a meal to prepare for him.

So as Esau left to go hunt in the field, Rebekkah their mother, dressed Jacob to look as his brother and when Jacob approached Isaac, he blessed him- thinking it was Esau and not Jacob:

 

Genesis 27:19

 

19 Jacob replied, “It’s Esau, your firstborn son. I’ve done as you told me. Here is the wild game. Now sit up and eat it so you can give me your blessing.”

 

Apparently Isaac was very old and had poor eyesight, because he thanked Jacob (thinking he was Esau) blessing him saying:

 

Isaac’s Blessing

 

Genesis 27:28-29

 

From the dew of heaven and the richness of the earth, may God always give you abundant harvests of grain and bountiful new wine. 29 May many nations become your servants, and may they bow down to you. May you be the master over your brothers, and may your mother’s sons bow down to you. All who curse you will be cursed, and all who bless you will be blessed.”

 

Soon after, Esau would return from the fields with wild game for the meal for Isaac. Isaac asked who had just served him the wild game?... that he had already eaten it and blessed Jacob mistakenly before Esau had arrived. Esau pleaded for Isaac to bless him also, but Isaac said that he already blessed Jacob- that he had taken away Esau’s blessing.

 

Esau’s Blessing Given to Jacob Instead

Genesis 27:36-40

 

Esau exclaimed, “No wonder his name is Jacob, for now he has cheated me twice. First he took my rights as the firstborn, and now he has stolen my blessing. Oh, haven’t you saved even one blessing for me?” 37 Isaac said to Esau, “I have made Jacob your master and have declared that all his brothers will be his servants. I have guaranteed him an abundance of grain and wine—what is left for me to give you, my son?”

 

38 Esau pleaded, “But do you have only one blessing? Oh my father, bless me, too!” Then Esau broke down and wept. 39 Finally, his father, Isaac, said to him, “You will live away from the richness of the earth, and away from the dew of the heaven above.

 

40 You will live by your sword, and you will serve your brother. But when you decide to break free, you will shake his yoke from your neck.”

 

Esau Vows to Kill Jacob

 

At that point Esau vowed to kill Jacob and Rebekah told Jacob to flee to her brother, Laban in Haran. (Haran is north of modern day Damascus.)

 

Jacob Flees to Haran

 

From Genesis 29-30

 

Jacob finds Laban, Rebekah’s brother and stays with him on his farm. He works for Laban on his farm and Laban ends up giving him one of his daughters, Leah to be his wife. Laban also had another daughter Rachel, who Jacob vowed he would work for 7 years for Laban if he gave Rachel to be his wife, which Laban agreed. After 7 years though Laban gave Leah to be his wife and said he would have to work for him another 7 years to have Rachel as his wife also.

 

Leah and Rachel

 

So he worked another 7 years for Laban and both Leah and Rachel were his wives. Leah had 4 sons with Jacob: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah. Rachel became jealous so she told Jacob to sleep with Bilhah her servant who had a son, Dan and a second son, Naphtali. Leah then had 2 more sons, Isaachar and Zebulin.

 

Rachel then had a son named Joseph.

 

Jacob requested that he be allowed to be released so he could go back to his homeland and raise his own cattle for his family. He suggested that Laban give him only his spotted and black sheep. The weaker flock ended up being with Laban, while Jacob had the stronger flock.

 

The Lord Blesses Jacob

Genesis 30:43 43

 

As a result, Jacob became very wealthy, with large flocks of sheep and goats, female and male servants, and many camels and donkeys. Even though Laban began treating Jacob unfairly, changing his wages 10x and which animals he could take and which ones he couldn’t- each time he changed the terms, the Lord made it work out better favoring Jacob.

 

The Lord Instructs Jacob to Return Home

 

Genesis 31:12-13 12

 

“The angel said, ‘Look up, and you will see that only the streaked, speckled, and spotted males are mating with the females of your flock. For I have seen how Laban has treated you. 13 I am the God who appeared to you at Bethel,the place where you anointed the pillar of stone and made your vow to me. Now get ready and leave this country and return to the land of your birth.’”

 

Genesis 31:20-21

 

20 Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, for they set out secretly and never told Laban they were leaving. 21 So Jacob took all his possessions with him and crossed the Euphrates River, heading for the hill country of Gilead. Laban pursued Jacob but the Lord came to him in a dream and warned him to leave Jacob alone.

 

Jacob and Laban’s Covenant

 

Genesis 31:43-55

 

When Laban caught up with Jacob he accused him of stealing many of his items, which Jacob was unaware that Rachel had taken. Jacob told Laban to search all of his tents and if anyone had anything of his they would return it and risk death. Rachel hid the items and Laban could not find anything. Jacob was angry with Laban because he had worked for him for nearly 20 years and taken good care of his cattle and his land.

 

The “Witness Pile”

 

So Laban suggested they make a peace covenant by stacking a mound of stones which Jacob agreed and they named it the “Witness Pile” because God would witness the covenant they had made and He would serve as judge between them.

 

Genesis 31:51-55 51

 

“See this pile of stones,” Laban continued, “and see this monument I have set between us. 52 They stand between us as witnesses of our vows. I will never pass this pile of stones to harm you, and you must never pass these stones or this monument to harm me.

 

53 I call on the God of our ancestors—the God of your grandfather Abraham and the God of my grandfather Nahor—to serve as a judge between us.” So Jacob took an oath before the fearsome God of his father, Isaac, to respect the boundary line.

 

54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice to God there on the mountain and invited everyone to a covenant feast. After they had eaten, they spent the night on the mountain. 55 Laban got up early the next morning, and he kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then he left and returned home.

 

God’s Camp

Genesis 32

 

1As Jacob started on his way again, angels of God came to meet him.

 

2 When Jacob saw them, he exclaimed, “This is God’s camp!” So he named the place Mahanaim.

 

Jacob Sends Gifts to Esau

 

Genesis 32:4-5

 

Jacob sends messengers to Esau with this message: 4 He told them, “Give this message to my master Esau: ‘Humble greetings from your servant Jacob. Until now I have been living with Uncle Laban, 5 and now I own cattle, donkeys, flocks of sheep and goats, and many servants, both men and women. I have sent these messengers to inform my lord of my coming, hoping that you will be friendly to me.’”

 

Jacob’s Messengers Return

 

Jacob learns that his brother Esau is already on his way to meet him along with 400 men of his army.

 

 

Jacob’s Prayer

 

Genesis 32:9-12

 

9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my grandfather Abraham, and God of my father, Isaac—O Lord, you told me, ‘Return to your own land and to your relatives.’ And you promised me, ‘I will treat you kindly.’ 10 I am not worthy of all the unfailing love and faithfulness you have shown to me, your servant. When I left home and crossed the Jordan River, I owned nothing except a walking stick. Now my household fills two large camps!

 

11 O Lord, please rescue me from the hand of my brother, Esau. I am afraid that he is coming to attack me, along with my wives and children. 12 But you promised me, ‘I will surely treat you kindly, and I will multiply your descendants until they become as numerous as the sands along the seashore—too many to count.’”

 

So Jacob divided his flock in two and sent messengers ahead with numerous flock as a gift to Esau, while he stayed at the camp.

 

Jacob Wrestles with God

 

Genesis 32:22-32

 

During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two servant wives, and his eleven sons and crossed the Jabbok River with them. 23 After taking them to the other side, he sent over all his possessions.

 

Jacob Demands a Blessing!

 

24 This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. 25 When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its socket. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

 

The Lord Names him Israel...

 

27 “What is your name?” the man asked. He replied, “Jacob.” 28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be called Israel, because you have fought with God and with men and have won.”

 

29 “Please tell me your name,” Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my name?” the man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there. 30 Jacob named the place Peniel (which means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been spared.”

 

31 The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel, and he was limping because of the injury to his hip. 32 (Even today the people of Israel don’t eat the tendon near the hip socket because of what happened that night when the man strained the tendon of Jacob’s hip.)

 

Jacob and Esau

 

Genesis 33

Jacob and Esau

 

Jacob looked up and saw his brother Esau...with 400 men. He bowed to the ground as his brother approached him, but when Esau reached him they both embraced and wept.

 

Esau stated that he had enough and did not want any of Jacob’s belongings. Jacob insisted on giving Esau some cattle and building him a house and ranch, which he did in Succoth. Jacob built his house and ranch at Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram. He also built an altar and named it EleloheIsrael.

 

 

Simeon and Levi Kill the Hivites

 

Genesis 34

 

Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite sleeps with Dinah, daughter of Leah and Jacob and Simeon and Levi, Jacob’s sons, end up killing all of them and taking all of their cattle and possessions. Jacob is angered at how they have handled this, knowing they have brought war against him with the Canaanites and the Perizzites.

 

Genesis 35

 

God Instructs Jacob to go to Bethel and construct an altar. Jacob then requests that everyone put down their idols and give them to him and that they will be going to Bethel.

 

 

The Lord Speaks to Jacob

 

Genesis 35:9-15

 

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him.

 

10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel.

 

11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;

 

12 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land.

 

13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.

 

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon.

 

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.

 

 

Rachel has Benjamin and then dies and is buried in Ephrath. Jacob ends up with 12 sons who would be the foundation of the 12 Tribes of Israel:

 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel

 

Genesis 35:23-26

 

23 The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun:

 

24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin:

 

25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali:

 

26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid: Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram.

 

Isaac’s Death

 

Jacob then visits his father, Isaac, who dies at Hebron at 140 years old, where Jacob and bury him.

 

Jacob in Canaan

Jacob then lives in Canaan with his sons and eventually ends up relocating to Egypt because of the plagues where one of his sons, Joseph, who his brothers had sold into slavery earlier, is now in charge of all of Egypt under the Pharaoh. For more on the story of Joseph, visit Chapter 15.

 

Jacob’s Death

Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years until relocating back to Canaan where he died shortly after and was buried there.

 

 


Chapter 13
Jonah

 

Jonah was a Prophet living around the time of 786 B.C.-746 B.C., who was instructed by God to do a specific mission: go to the city of Ninevah and prophecy its imminent destruction (for 40 days), but at first he disobeyed God’s orders and instead fled to Tarshish. 

 

So Jonah starts out in Jaffa, (Mediterranean coast of Israel) and instead of going to Ninevah located in modern day Syria,(a mere 500 miles from Jaffa), he flees to Tarshish (off the southern coast of Spain) which is 2500 miles in the opposite direction, and eventually finds himself in the belly of a whale- for 3 days!

 

The Lord Instructs Jonah

Jonah 1:1-3

 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”

 

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

 

The Lord sent a great storm that rocked the boat and nearly capsized it. The sailors even threw cargo off the side to lighten the ship, but the storm prevailed. They cast lots (a method of marking stones or sticks and then throwing them into an area to into a determine an outcome- in this case what the will of God was- or who might have been causing this storm...it fell on Jonah.

 

The Sailors Question Jonah

Jonah 1:8-12

 

8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?”

 

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”

 

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.)

 

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?”

 

12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

 

The sailors tried to row back to the land but the storm raged on. They pleaded for God to forgive them for throwing him overboard and as soon as they did, the storm calmed. Jonah was thrown overboard into the sea and ended up in the belly of a great whale where he would remain for 3 days and 3 nights.

 

Jonah’s Plee to the Lord

Jonah 2

 

From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said:

 

“In my distress I called to the Lord,

and he answered me.

From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help,

and you listened to my cry.

3 You hurled me into the depths,

into the very heart of the seas,

and the currents swirled about me;

all your waves and breakers

swept over me.

4 I said, ‘I have been banished

from your sight;

yet I will look again

toward your holy temple.’

5 The engulfing waters threatened me,

the deep surrounded me;

seaweed was wrapped around my head.

6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down;

the earth beneath barred me in forever.

But you, Lord my God,

brought my life up from the pit.

 

7 “When my life was ebbing away,

I remembered you, Lord,

and my prayer rose to you,

to your holy temple.

 

8 “Those who cling to worthless idols

turn away from God’s love for them.

9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise,

will sacrifice to you.

What I have vowed I will make good.

I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’”

 

10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

 

Jonah 3
Jonah Goes to Ninevah

 

This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command to go to Ninevah and prophecy to the city of its impending destruction in 40 days.

 

4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.

 

The King issued a proclamation for everyone to do as Jonah had instructed based on what the Lord had told him.

 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.

 

Jonah 4

Jonah’s Anger

 

Jonah is angered because he knew the Lord would be compassionate and told God that it would be better if he was dead than alive and the Lord questioned whether it was right for Jonah to be angry...so Jonah went to just outside of the city and constructed a temporary shelter where he slept. The Lord caused a plant to sprout up that would provide shade for Jonah from the sun and heat.

 

Jonah was happy and content, but then the next day the Lord caused a worm to eat the plant and a scorching east wind that blazed on Jonah’s head that again angered Jonah and he wished he were dead again and the Lord questioned him again if he was right to be angry...

 

The Lord Questions Jonah

Jonah 4:10

 

10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?”

 

Gratitude

 

The story illustrates how God is a God of compassion and second chances & also how incredibly self absorbed we can be - only concerned with our circumstances vs. others.

 

Here, Jonah could be celebrating all that God had brought him through. Jonah could be full of gratitude that God not only spared his life and allowed him to fulfill his purpose, but also that He spared the city, because they heeded His word and repented. God knew Jonah’s heart though, and that’s why He merely questioned whether Jonah should be angry here.

 

Victory

 

The Lord knew all that Jonah had been through and how he did obey the Lord and prophesied to the city completing God’s mission for him. God also knew that Jonah would realize all of the miracles He had performed for everyone- not just himself, and be grateful.


Chapter 14

Mary the Mother of Jesus

 

 

Most everyone knows the story of the blessed Virgin Mary who had a son, Jesus Christ, God himself in the flesh.

 

He was here on a mission to save humanity by eventually being crucified on the cross by a world who mostly despised him, the very people He was here to save, for the ultimate victory of all time.

 

It’s a miraculous story. All the attempts to stop Jesus Christ from accomplishing his mission, but He is God; the Holy Trinity. He’s the “Alpha and Omega,” the King of all kings and Lord of all lords.

 

Before Joseph and Mary...

 

It’s interesting- the lineage God chooses here...

 

If you remember, Abraham was chosen by God to establish His people and chosen land, Israel. He said He would bless everyone who blessed Israel and anyone who cursed Israel would be cursed. 

 

The Lord would bless the entire world through Abraham’s descendants, the Jews.

 

Mary’s Lineage

 

Mary is a direct descendant of David who is the 14th generation from Abraham. From David to the time of Babylonian captivity by the Jews is 14 generations and from there to Jesus Christ’s birth by Mary is 14 generations.

 

The Angel Gabriel Appears to Mary

Luke 1:26-37

 

26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

 

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

 

29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.

 

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

 

34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

 

36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

 

37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.

 

Mary witnessed this miracle as Elisabeth and Zechariah had a son named John who would be John the Baptist and later baptize Jesus Christ and many others.

 

 

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son

Matthew 1:18-25

 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ Messiah

Found in Luke 2

 

Jesus was born by the blessed virgin Mary in Bethlehem, which is 7 miles south of Jerusalem. Caesar Augustus was King at the time and had issued a decree for a census so Joseph and Mary had to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem around 90 miles to register for the census. While they were in Bethlehem, Jesus was born in a manger.

 

An Angel of the Lord appeared to nearby shepherds and said:

 

Luke 2:11

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

 

The Shepherds then traveled to Bethlehem to see what they had been told about by the Angel. The Shepherds visited Mary and Joseph and witnessed the baby Jesus, Messiah and they then told everyone in nearby towns.

 

Magi Visit the Messiah

 

Magi (also means 3 wisemen ) visited from the east as they had heard about the Messiah Jesus being born and followed the star that had risen above in Bethlehem. King Herod heard of this and before they had left he instructed them to report to him where He was located so that he could go and worship him.

 

The Magi left, followed the star of Bethlehem and brought treasures and gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh for Jesus the Messiah. They had also been warned in a dream not to return to Herod but to return to their country by another route.

 

On the 8th day after his birth, Jesus was consecrated at a nearby Temple by Simeon who proclaimed that:

 

Luke 2:34-35

 

34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

 

Escape to Egypt

Matthew 2:13

 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”

 

Herod realized the Magi had outwitted him and so he ordered all boys under 2 years old killed in the entire town. They stayed in Egypt until the death of Herod.

 

Return to Nazareth

Matthew 2:19-20

 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”

 

Before they arrived in Jerusalem, he had another dream warning that Archelaus was reigning in Judea and to go to Galilee in Nazareth. Prophecy was fulfilled, as it was prophesied that He would be a Nazarene.

 

Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:25

 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

 

Mary, along with her sister, Mary, and Mary Magdalene were all present at the death of Christ on the cross at Calvary along with “the disciple He loved,” which there are mixed interpretations as to who this disciple was. 

 

Whoever the disciple was, (it doesn’t mention him by name), he housed Mary as instructed by Jesus on the cross before his death.

 

Mary Magdalene...

 

The Empty Tomb & Jesus Christ’s Resurrection

John 20

 

Another Mary, Mary Magdalene, followed Jesus and was a witness to His crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. She was the first one who witnessed Jesus’ body missing from the tomb. Jesus appeared to her right before he ascended into Heaven with these words:

 

John 20:13-18

 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”

 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).

 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

 

 

*Three huge victories for Jesus Christ and all of humanity here- first Jesus Christ’s immaculate conception by Mary and his crucifixion as a sacrifice to save all of humanity that received Him as Lord and Savior, and His resurrection on the third day.

 


Chapter 15

Joseph (Old Testament)

 

Joseph of the Old Testament, described in the Book of Genesis, was the 11th of the 12 sons of Jacob, son of Isaac, grandson of Abraham, who God established His people- the Jews- of Israel and the 12 Tribes of Judah through.

 

He was born around 1900 B.C. and lived to 110 (around 1800 B.C.)

 

Jacob, later renamed Israel by the Lord, loved Joseph more than any other son; they all resented him for this.

 

*This Joseph is not to be confused with Joseph of the New Testament starting in the Book of Matthew, who would be the husband of the Virgin Mary who conceived Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
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Joseph’s Dreams

 

When he was 17 and tending flocks for Israel, he had to give him a bad report on a series of dreams he had where he and his brothers were binding sheaves when his sheaves stood upright and theirs bowed down to his.

 

He also had another dream that he told his brothers he had where the son, moon, and 11 stars were bowing down to him. You can imagine how much they all hated him at this point. His father even questioned him.

 

Trials and Tribulations

 

He would go through several challenging trials and tribulations along the way, but those dreams eventually became prophecy realized. Sold into Slavery His father sent Joseph off to meet his brothers at Shechem to tend to flocks there, but they had all gone to Dothan.

 

*Dothan is north of Jerusalem and Shechem, west and between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.

 

Brothers Plot to Kill Joseph

 

So he went to Dothan and his brothers saw him approaching from far off and said:

 

Genesis 37:19-20

 

19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

 

Reuben Convinces them to Throw Him in the Well Instead...

 

Reuben hastened them to not kill him but throw him into the cistern (a large water tank- a well). So they stripped off the robe Israel made for him and threw him in the well and then Judah said to his brothers that they shouldn’t kill him, but instead sell him into slavery.

 

Sold to the Midianites who Sold Joseph into Slavery in Egypt

 

Genesis 37:28

 

28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

 

Brothers Fake Joseph’s Death to Jacob

 

The brothers took Joseph’s robe, killed a goat and dipped the robe in goat blood and then reported back to Israel (Jacob) their father that Joseph was devoured by a ferocious animal. The brothers all mourned for Joseph along with their father.

 

Sold to the Egyptians

 

Genesis 37:36

 

36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

 

Joseph & Potiphar’s Wife

Genesis 39:2 2

 

The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. It wasn’t long before Potiphar’s wife set-up Joseph and accused him of trying to seduce her. As she started screaming that Joseph was trying to seduce her, he ran and dropped his cloak which she kept and then showed it to Potiphar.

 

Thrown Into Prison

 

Potiphar had Joseph thrown into prison, but God was with him and showed him favor as the warden put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners and had no cares about anything Joseph did, because he was favored by God.

 

The Cupbearer and Baker

 

A cupbearer and baker to the king of Egypt got thrown into prison and said they were having dreams but had no interpretation for them, so Joseph helped interpret their dreams. The interpretation of the cupbearers dream was that he would be out of prison in 3 days.

 

Joseph requested that the cupbearer remember him and help get him out of prison when that time arrived.

 

The Baker’s Dream Interpreted

 

The baker had not so good news to his dream interpreted by Joseph. In 3 days, Pharaoh would have him beheaded and impaled with a pole and his body eaten by birds. Results In 3 days that is exactly what happened to both of them as interpreted by Joseph.

 

The cupbearer did not remember Joseph when he was released from prison.

 

Pharaoh’s Dreams

 

The Pharaoh had a dream which none of the wisemen or magicians could interpret. The cupbearer then remembered Joseph and how he had interpreted his and the baker’s dreams correctly and suggested the Pharaoh call on Joseph to interpret his dream.

 

Joseph Interpret’s Pharaoh’s Dream

 

Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream and instructions on how he should proceed based on the dream.

 

Genesis 41:39

 

39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”

 

Joseph In Charge of Egypt

 

Genesis 41:41-45

 

41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.

 

 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command,and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. 44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.” 

 

45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On,to be his wife.

 

Abundance

 

And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt. Joseph ruled through 7 years of abundance, just as he had interpreted from Pharaoh’s dream and he had 2 sons with Potiphera, Manasseh and Ephraim. During those years of abundance and his rule, he made sure to store up all of the extra grains and crops because he knew that the 7 years of famine were ahead, because of the dreams.

 

The Plagues

 

Because he did this, Egypt had enough food reserves so the people didn’t starve during the famine and had plenty enough grains stored up in all the cities that he was able to sell the extra grains for profit. So not only did he have more than enough during the famine, he was profitable.

 

He had been blessed and favored by God.

 

Joseph’s Brothers Visit Egypt

 

Everyone in the land was starving during this plague and they all ended up going to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph’s containers, including his brothers. They did not recognize Joseph when they ran into each other though...

 

Genesis 42:8-9

 

Spies!

 

8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 9 Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected.” 10 “No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food. 

 

11 We are all the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not spies.” Joseph Places His Brothers In Custody for 3 Days 14 Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you: You are spies!

 

Brothers Imprisoned

 

15 And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 17 And he put them all in custody for three days.

 

Joseph Let’s All but One Go on the 3rd Day...

 

18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving households.

 

Bring Your Youngest Brother

 

20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” This they proceeded to do. 21 They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us.” 

 

22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since he was using an interpreter.

 

The Rest of the Brothers Freed and Sent Home

 

24 He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes. Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain and silver... 

 

25 Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. After this was done for them, 26 they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left.

 

Silver Returned

 

27 At the place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. 28 “My silver has been returned,” he said to his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.” Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, “What is this that God has done to us?”

 

Brothers Return Home

 

29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them. They said, 30 “The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly to us and treated us as though we were spying on the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies. 

 

32 We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in Canaan.’

 

Brothers Explain What Happened to Jacob

 

33 “Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know whether you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take food for your starving households and go. 

 

34 But bring your youngest brother to me so I will know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will give your brother back to you, and you can tradein the land.’”

 

35 As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver! When they and their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened. 36 Their father Jacob said to them, “You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!”

 

Reuben Offers to take Benjamin, but Jacob Refuses

 

37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.” 38 But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead and he is the only one left. If harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will bring my gray head down to the grave in sorrow.”

 

The 2nd Journey to Egypt

 

(From Genesis 43)

 

As they quickly ran out of grain and food, Israel ordered the brothers to go back and get more grain. They reminded him that they would not be able to get any grain unless they brought their youngest brother with them as Joseph had commanded. Judah suggested that he would take Benjamin with him and ensured his safety, and Israel responded for the brothers to take gifts and double the amount of silver back with them as well.

 

The Brothers Meet with Joseph Again

 

Genesis 43:15-16

 

15 So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also. They hurried down to Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. 

 

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Take these men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.” So he had released Simeon and they all ate together.

 

Brothers Sent Back to Israel

 

Genesis 44:1-2

 

Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 2 Then put my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said.

 

Judah Pleads with Joseph

 

Genesis 44:30-34

 

Joseph had them plant a silver cup in Benjamin’s sack and then had his Egyptian officers track them down to find whoever took the cup to bring them back and throw them in prison.

 

Judah had promised Israel that he would bring Benjamin back with him- so here he pleads with Joseph to release him...

 

30 “So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life, 31 sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. 

 

32 Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’

 

33 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 34 How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.”

 

Joseph Makes Himself Known

 

Genesis 45

 

1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers.  

 

2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”

 

Joseph Not Angry

 

But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 

 

5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

 

God’s Plan

 

6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

 

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.

 

Ruler of Egypt

 

9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have.

 

11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

 

Favor with Pharaoh

 

16 When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and return to the land of Canaan, 

 

18 and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’

 

Get Isaac and Your Families and Belongings and 
Return Back to Egypt

 

19 “You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children and your wives, and get your father and come. 20 Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.’” 

 

21 So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he also gave them provisions for their journey.

 

22 To each of them he gave new clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five sets of clothes. 

 

23 And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey.

 

Jacob is Stunned

 

24 Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!” Return to Israel 25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 

 

26 They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them.

 

27 But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”

 

God Speaks to Jacob

Genesis 46

 

2 And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!” “Here I am,” he replied. 3 “I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. 

 

4 I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”

 

Jacob and Joseph Reunited a Goshen

 

28 Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the region of Goshen, 29 Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time.

 

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.” 31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 

 

32 The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.’

 

Preparing to Meet Pharaoh

 

33 When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you should answer, ‘Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.”

 

Jacob and his Sons meet Pharaoh

Genesis 47

 

1 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and everything they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.” 2 He chose five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh. 

 

3 Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is your occupation?” “Your servants are shepherds,” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” 4 They also said to him, “We have come to live here for a while, because the famine is severe in Canaan and your servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen.”

 

5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, 6 and the land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge of my own livestock.”

 

7 Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 8 Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?” 

 

9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” 10 Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence.

 

Jacob and Joseph’s Brothers Settle in Egypt

 

11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 12 Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.

 

Joseph & the Famine

 

During the famine that hit Egypt and all surrounding lands, when they ran out of money the people then sold their livestock in exchange for food and water. The next year, the people ran out of livestock and possessions to sell in exchange for food and water, so they offered up themselves as slaves and all of their land to the Pharaoh.

 

Egyptians Sold into Slavery

 

Joseph bought all of their land and their servitude to Pharaoh for Egypt in exchange for food, water, and seed for their crops. They would now have to give 1/5th of their crop harvest to Pharaoh.

 

Genesis 47:25-31

 

25 “You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we find favor in the eyes of our lord; we will be in bondage to Pharaoh.” 26 So Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s. Israelites in Egypt 

 

27 Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.

 

Jacob Lives in Egypt for 17 Years

 

28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29 When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise that you will show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, 

 

30 but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.”

 

Joseph Vows to Bury Jacob in Israel

 

“I will do as you say,” he said. 31 “Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.

 

Manasseh and Ephraigm

 

Genesis 48:19-22

 

Joseph visits Jacob in Israel with his sons Manasseh and Ephraigm. Jacob, very old in age and dying blesses the sons and intentionally blesses the younger with the greater blessing by placing his right hand on his head and his left hand on the Manasseh’s head. Joseph corrects him, thinking he had poor vision, but Jacob responds:

 

19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his descendants will become a group of nations.” 

 

20 He blessed them that day and said, “In your name will Israel pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’”

 

So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers. 22 And to you I give one more ridge of land than to your brothers, the ridge I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow.”

 

Jacob Blesses His Sons

 

Genesis 49

 

Jacob gives his final blessings to his sons- the twelve tribes of Israel- and his death burial instructions and dies at the age of 147.

 

Joseph’s Mourning, Reassurance, and Death

 

Genesis 50

 

Per Jacob’s instructions the Physicians embalmed him at his burial in the Land of Canaan on a plot of land Abraham had purchased. The embalming took 40 days and the Egyptians mourned him for 70 days. Joseph then gives Pharaoh his preferred burial place in the Land of Canaan and they bury Jacob.

 

Joseph Reassures his Brothers

Genesis 50:18-21

 

18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 

 

20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

 

Joseph’s Death

 

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

 

25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.


Chapter 16

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego & the Fiery Furnace

 

The Gold Image and Fiery Furnace

Daniel 3

 

As warned not to in a prior dream, king Nebachadnezzar, king of Babylon, had a golden statue built as an image to worship. The gold statue was sixty cubits high and six cubits wide. 1 cubit = 1/2 yard so the statue was 30 yards high and 3 yards wide.

 

Blazing Furnace

 

He also had a huge blazing furnace placed right next to the image so that anyone who didn’t worship the image properly would be thrown into the blazing furnace.

 

Dedication of the Image

 

At the dedication of the statue, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the 3 Hebrew men living in Babylon at the same time as Daniel the prophet (around 620-538 B.C.) refused to worship the statue, as was against their religion.

 

 

 

They Refuse to Worship the Image

Daniel 3:13-18

 

3 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?

 

15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.

 

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

 

7x Hotter than Normal

 

king Nebuchadnezzar was furious and ordered the furnace heated up 7x normal and to throw the men into the furnace. After they had thrown them into the furnace, there was 4 visible men in the furnace walking around unscathed, one of them was Jesus. One of the men saw this and so the king ordered them out of the furnace...(The men who had thrown them in the furnace were burned alive.)

 

All Three Unharmed by the Flames

 

Daniel 3:26-30

 

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

 

 

The king Praises Their God

 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

 

 

Promotion

 

29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.


Are You Saved?

 

The ultimate victory is for your soul. Jesus Christ already won that victory for you 2000 years ago. We get so caught up in these earthly battles that we sometimes forget about the ETERNAL battle for our souls. 

 

THAT is THE one you want to make sure you win!...and the good news is....it has ALREADY been won!

 

John 3:16 King James Version (KJV)

 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

 

How to Get Saved:

 

Romans 10:9-10 King James Version (KJV)

 

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 


Isaiah 40:31 (KJV) 

 

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
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