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DEDICATION 

 

This book is dedicated to Jesus Christ, my family & you. The Lord, Jesus Christ, died on the Cross and gained your eternal victory-your eternal salvation- almost 2000 years ago. 

 

All you have to do to accept His gift, is receive Him as your Lord and Savior, live in Paradise forever, and escape the hell on earth 

right around the corner. 

 

Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) 

 

 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
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Introduction

 

1 Timothy 1:19 (NKJV)

 

19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

 

Shipwrecked

 

Has your faith as a Christian suffered "Shipwreck?"

 

Virtually everyone in the Bible suffered spiritual shipwreck at one or several points of their journeys in life.

 

What do you do when you have no idea what steps to take next?

 

Give it to God!

 

Just say this prayer: “In the name of Jesus Christ, I give this situation to you and ask for your guidance.  Thank you for going into my future and establishing the victory! Amen.”

 

That’s it.

 

Too simple, right?

 

The faith part, the discipline of trusting God, is the hard part.

 

Letting go and trusting.

 

Do you trust Him?

 

Has he ever pulled through for you before?

 

There is nothing too great that He can’t handle!

 

God is all powerful.

 

There is nothing He can't do.

 

If you have suffered shipwreck in your life, Jesus Christ 

can and will deliver you.

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

 

Keep the Faith!


Chapter 1: 

What Now?

 

Paul’s Warning Ignored

Acts 27:9-10 (NKJV)

 

9 Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 

 

Why does God allow Shipwrecks?

 

Bad choices.

 

In this case it wasn’t Paul’s wrong action.  He warned them not to continue the voyage into the storm.  They did it anyway.

 

Faith strengtheners.

 

Paul was at the fate of the Centurion and the crew.  He was basically a prisoner.  He had no control over the ship.  God was with Paul though; He sent Paul a vision comforting Paul that he and the rest of the crew and prisoners would be unharmed in the storm and would survive.

 

Blessing to others.

 

The centurion, sailors, and prisoners all witnessed Paul’s initial warning, then the prophesy that they would all survive; every one of them.  This was a supernatural miracle.  They also received the Word of God through Paul on this voyage.  

 

Do you feel like your whole life has been completely shut down?

 

Your entire fate is now determined by others?

 

Does it almost seem like there is nothing even God can do?

 

What Can We Learn From Paul?

 

The Apostle Paul is a great example of perseverance, fighting the good fight of faith, until the end.  He was metaphorically shipwrecked on many occasions during his travels, facing heavy opposition as he spread the gospel of Christ, the opportunity of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ, then was literally shipwrecked on his way to Rome.  

 

None of these occurences stopped him from his mission of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Many times, Paul found himself in situations that looked like his end, but God had other plans for him.  

 

God’s Purpose

 

God can take your greatest “shipwrecks” in life and turn them into your greater purpose for others through Jesus Christ on your way to eternal paradise forever.

 

The Apostle Paul

 

Paul was born “Saul of Tarsus” around 5 A.D. of a devout Jewish family, while also a Roman Citizen.  Tarsus was a major trade center along the Meditteranean Coast. Paul was a pharisee of a family lineage of pharisees.

 

Education & Trade

 

He received his education at the school of Gamaliel, which was one of the most well known Rabbis in history. Gamaliel was the grandson of Hillel, another important Jewish teacher.  

 

Greek was his first language, though he could also speak Hebrew.

 

He was a tent maker by trade.

 

Persecuting the Church 

Acts 8:1-3  (NKJV)

 

Saul began as a Jewish Pharisee persecuting the Christians.

 

He witnessed the Disciple Stephen’s stoning, and threw many Christians into prison.

 

8 Now Saul was consenting to his death.

 

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.

 

3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.

 

 

Conversion to Christianity (Acts 9) (Galatians 1:16)

Acts 9  (NKJV)

The Damascus Road: Saul Converted

 

9 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

 

3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

 

5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”

 

Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

 

6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”

 

Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

 

You can read the rest of Acts 9 here.

 

Once a great persecutor of Christians, Jesus Christ had different plans for Paul’s greater purpose.  


Paul would now become the “Apostle of the Gentiles,” helping spread the message of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ to the world.

 

Paul’s Travels (Galatians 1, Acts 11-28, Timothy 1&2) 

 

Paul traveled from Jerusalem to Damascus to the 7 Churches in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) across the Meditteranean to Crete, Greece, Thrace (modern day Bulgaria), then to Malta, Sicily, and Rome with a lot of stops at other locations along the way.

 

Shipwrecked (Acts 27)

 

He was literally shipwrecked as he was being transported from Caesarea to Rome; on their voyage from Crete to Malta, Paul had warned that the ship and all of their lives were at risk if they pursued further towards Malta in the great storm they were in, but they ignored his warnings.  

 

Hope

 

Paul was approached by an angel of the Lord in a vision that everyone would be saved; no one would perish in the great storm which lasted 14 days and totally destroyed the ship.  

 

He gave hope to all of the sailors, crew, and prisoners on board that everyone would safely make it to shore.


Saved

 

The ship was destroyed,  but they were all able to escape and swim ashore at Malta, just as Paul had prophesied.

 

At Malta, Paul was bitten by a viper while building a fire; which he simply shook off.  The islanders who witnessed this thought surely he would die, but his hand didn’t even swell.

 

Many of the islanders received their eternal salvation through Paul’s message of the gospel of Christ; he was also able to heal the leader’s father of his sickness through prayer.

 

The Lesson

 

God took this shipwreck and turned it into a greater victory.  

 

Not only was the centurion in charge of transporting Paul and the other prisoners a witness, but the sailors and crew, and prisoners on board were saved. 

 

They had an oppportunity to experience hope in Jesus Christ through Paul’s prophecy that they would all survive the storm.  They probably didn’t believe Paul’s prophecy of surviving the storm; they had ignored his warning to not pursue the voyage through the storm in the first place.

 

This may have been an experience of faith for all of them, possibly leading some of them to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, gaining their eternal salvation through witnessing all of these events.

 

Your life is no different.

 

Even though everything you have may be destroyed, God has a greater purpose; He has the final say in our lives.

 

Fight the good fight of faith.

 

1 Timothy 6:12  (NKJV)

 

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

 


Chapter 2:

The Sinking Ship

 

Yes, this ship we’re on, is sinking.

There really is nothing to be afraid of though.

Not even death!
We’re not sinking...the ship is!

 

2 Timothy 1:7  (NKJV)

 

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

 

Psalm 23:4  (NKJV)

 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil;

For You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

 

God is with You

 

Paul was initially thrown into prison several times; each time God provided a miracle for his release.

 

Upon Paul’s final destination in Rome, he was imprisoned, 

temporarily released, then imprisoned again and martyred under Nero’s reign.

 

2 Timothy 2:10-13 (NKJV)

 

10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

 

11 This is a faithful saying:

 

For if we died with Him,

We shall also live with Him.

12 If we endure,

We shall also reign with Him.

If we deny Him,

He also will deny us.

13 If we are faithless,

He remains faithful;

He cannot deny Himself.

 

Paul was able to preach the message for 2+ years while in Rome, spreading the good news of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ

and the opportunity to get saved to many.

 

“For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him...”

 

We never die.

 

John 10:28-30  (NKJV)

 

28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”

 

All we have to do as Christians is “endure,” for this short period of persecution here on earth, and we will reign with Christ forever.

 

This life goes by quickly!

 

Just keep the faith one day at a time, enduring the hardships.

 

Know that Jesus Christ is with you through everything and even walks with you from this life into paradise.

 

He never leaves you nor forsakes you!

 

Deuteronomy 31:6-8  (NKJV)

 

6 Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”

 

He is the great, constant, friend.

 

Keep renewing your faith...

 

Romans 12:2  (NKJV)

 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

 

Strengthen your faith each day.

 

Raise your faith during your greatest trials and tribulations, so you can show that strength of faith to help others on their journeys.

 

Crossing the Finish Line of Faith

2 Timothy 4:7  (NKJV)

 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

 

Eventually, we will cross the finish line of our faith from this 

sometimes brutal world, to an everlasting paradise with the Lord.

 


Chapter 3:

Charting Your Course

 

James 4:13-15  (NKJV)

Do Not Boast About Tomorrow

 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”

 

Proverbs 16:3  (NIV)

 

3 Commit to the Lord whatever you do,

    and he will establish your plans.

 

Proverbs 16:9 (NKJV)

 

9 A man’s heart plans his way,

But the Lord directs his steps.

 

This is just a reminder that it’s good to plan ahead, but God directs our steps.  He also directs the steps of the kings according to His plans.

 

Proverbs 21:1 (NKJV)

The Lord Considers the Heart

 

21 The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord,

Like the rivers of water;

He turns it wherever He wishes.

 

Daniel 2:21-22  (NKJV)

He Removes Kings and Raises Up Kings

 

21 And He changes the times and the seasons;

He removes kings and raises up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.

22 He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.

 

Proverbs 16:3 (NIV)

 

“Commit whatever you do to the Lord and He will establish your plans...”

 

This is a powerful verse.  Notice it says commit whatever you do to the Lord and He will establish your plans.

 

This isn’t saying commit your plans to the Lord.

 

This is saying commit your works to the Lord and He will establish your plans. 

 

You’re showing God what you want to do, then He is establishing 

your plans.

 

Seems like a smarter way of doing things, right?

 

Simply commit your works to the Lord and He, all knowing, all powerful, created the universe and the order of it, will develop 

your plans!

 

This is like getting the best coach for free...

 

Helping you determine your next steps for the greatest victory.

 

It doesn’t get any better than that.

 

Always include the Lord when you are considering your works and plans.

 

He is the Master Planner and Facilitator. 

 

He designs Masterpieces!


Chapter 4:

Waiting on the Lord

 

Psalm 27:14  (NKJV)

 

14 Wait on the Lord;

Be of good courage,

And He shall strengthen your heart;

Wait, I say, on the Lord!

 

Sometimes when you are shipwrecked, you are simply stuck waiting.

There is no immediate solution besides waiting, but if you are

waiting on the Lord,

then you know everything will turn out better than before!

 

Repenting

 

Sometimes God is waiting on you!

 

If you are praying and praying and doing all you can do and 

nothing is happening, then sometimes, 

not all the time, 

but sometimes, the Lord is waiting on YOU.

 

Is there an area of your life that you can repent in?

 

Can you find ways to live closer to God’s word?

 

If you are being disobedient to God’s word after He has 

rebuked you or it has been brought to your attention, then sometimes God will allow your situation to get even worse.

 

He does this with all of those that are His. 


Revelation 3:19-22 (NKJV)

 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

 

22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

Are you doing the best you can and still feel like you are going nowhere?

 

Keep repenting, living closer to God’s word, staying in the Spirit, waiting on the Lord, and doing your best.  

 

He will transition you into favor! 

 

Keep responding in the Spirit.  

 

Don’t be tempted by Satan to retaliate in the flesh!

 

When you are attacked, respond in the Spirit and you will receive God’s favor!

 

Profiting from Trials

James 1:2-8 (NKJV)

 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

 

Many are not waiting on the Lord.

They are doing whatever they want to do.

This is an age of the Apostasy of the Church.

 

Revelation 22:11 (NKJV)

 

11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

 

Satan wants us to rush in to hate and  judge people who are attacking us to knock us out of the spirit and into the flesh.  

 

If you practice the discipline of staying in the Spirit, immediately forgiving the person or having patience through the situation, God will give you favor as a reward.

 

Satan also tempts us to judge people going through trials and tribulations just like they did with Job.  

 

Don’t fall into the tempation of judging others all the time.  

 

Again, this is taking you out of the spirit and into the flesh.  

 

Be quick to forgive others and God will give you favor.

 

Job spent 30+ chapters defending himself and his own righteousness against his accusers, and to God.  

 

It went nowhere.

 

When did God restore Job?

 

He restored Job double what he lost, when he forgave his “friends” and accusers.

 

Job 42:10 (NKJV)

 

10 And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

 

God will Defend You

 

You don’t need to defend yourself against accusers and judgmental people.

 

God will defend you.

 

2 Thessalonians 3:3  (NKJV)

 

3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.

 

Forgive everyone and you free yourself of the bondage of resentment!


 

Not only do you stay in peace, you open yourself up to God’s favor by praying for them.  

 

Exactly how God restored Job.

 

Stay in peace.

 

Forgive your accusers and enemies.

 

Then watch for God’s favor!

 

It’s amazing how precisely this actually works.

 

Ephesians 4:32  (NKJV)

 

32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

 

Figure out how to love everyone through Christ and you have

your solution.

 

Jesus Christ will deliver you from every trap and snare of Satan.

 

Psalm 91:3  (NKJV)

 

3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler

And from the perilous pestilence.

 

The testing of your faith produces patience.  

 

Let patience have its perfect work to your victory through Jesus Christ.

 

Just keep doing the next best thing that you can do and give God the rest.  

 

He will deliver you!


And when He does; you will be restored better off than you were before all was lost temporarily.

 

While you are waiting on the Lord:

 

1. Repent- Live closer to God’s Word in the Bible.

2. When Satan attacks you through people and situations, don’t react, rather, respond in the Spirit by keeping your peace.

3. Forgive your Enemies.  Love your enemies. Give them to God.

4. Watch for God’s favor!


Chapter 5:


10X

 

One of the top sales training coaches on the planet has coined the phrase “10X,” meaning, that to achieve any worthwhile goal, consider that it will probably take 10 times the effort and work that you think it will to achieve it.

 

If you are shipwrecked and not getting any results, it could be a simple lack of effort and work.  

 

This isn’t saying that you aren’t trying or that your situation is not a tough challenge.

 

I’m sure you are trying and it is a huge obstacle right now...

 

One way to break through to get the results you are looking for is to simply multiply the effort and work.

 

Whatever you are doing now, try doing 10 times the effort & work and see if that changes your results!

 

Stay in the Spirit though!

 

When you are giving it everything you have, doing your best, staying in the Spirit, repenting, and living close to God’s word, it’s only a matter of time until you are heavily blessed and favored.

 

The key is to stay in the Spirit when you do become blessed and favored.

 

Always give credit to the Lord for your blessings and victories.

 

Don’t fall into the trap of self idolatry.

 

It is very easy to lose everything you worked so hard for when you fall out of the Spirit and into the flesh.

 

Stay in the Spirit when you are on top, share your blessings and favor with others.

 

Don’t let your success go to your head.

 

It’s all from God.

 

It can all be lost very quickly.

 

Share your testimony of God’s favor in your life.

 

Live according to His Word in the Bible and God will bless you even more.

 

God is looking for people who want to live like this so He can heavily bless them and glorify His Kingdom!


Chapter 6:

Resources

 

“I don’t have the resources...”

 

Have you ever told yourself this as an excuse for why you can’t reach your dreams and goals?

 

Consider Matthew 7:7...

 

Matthew 7:7-11  (NKJV)

Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking

 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

 

Whatever it is you need, simply ask of it from the Lord and see what happens.

 

The Lord is not going to give you favor and bless you if you are not trying to repent and live close to His word, but He will give you favor and all the resources in the world if you are.

 

He’s not going to ever bless you with anything that might lead to your destruction.

 

That’s why He wants you to give your works to Him and He will direct your plans and your steps.

 

People

 

There are 7+ billion people on this planet.

 

There are probably millions of people who can help you achieve your goals and attain those resources.

 

Ask and you will receive!

 

This will require substantial effort and work, but whatever you want in life is most likely achievable if you commit the effort, work, dedication, and most importantly,  give it to God to bless or block.

 

Purpose

 

You want to be trying to achieve that ultimate purpose for your life from God’s perspective.

 

The higher calling.

 

If you are chasing down worldly success for worldly things, you may achieve it, but it won’t give you true happiness.

 

The only thing that will give you true happiness, is fulfilling your true purpose here for God.

 

It could very well be a combination of worldly success and fulfilling God’s purpose...


True Success

 

One way to always be able to tell if you are on the right track is if you are able to live closely to God’s word and achieve that success.

 

If you are, then you have true success!

 

Remember though, success is not defined by the material.

 

The material is simply a byproduct of worldly success.

 

Definition of Success

 

Success is determined by your level of satisfaction from what you do.

 

How you are helping others...

 

Whatever you enjoy doing that you can help others with and receive the maximum satisfaction from...that’s what you want to define as successful.


Chapter 7:

Avoiding Disaster

 

Sometimes God has you shipwrecked to help you avoid a disaster.

 

Be careful what you wish for!

 

The worst thing that can happen is getting what you want, then it leads to your destruction.

 

Money often times ruins people.

 

Money and wealth are a great resource, but if they destroy you, it was merely a weapon.

 

Mark 8:36-37 (NKJV)

 

36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

 

Not just money, anything that you place as more important than God in your life, will not only be lost, but could lead to your destruction.

 

God’s Word

 

Stay disciplined.

 

Always qualify the person, job, goal, situation, etc. by God’s Word.

 

Are they a person of God, Jesus Christ?

 

Do they follow God’s Words in the Bible?

 

Is the company God centered?

 

Does the company promote a culture of Christianity?

 

Does the goal you are pursuing, easily connect with God’s Word?

 

Does the situation you are attending match up with God’s Word?

 

Those are the key questions to ask in all things to help you avoid disaster and destruction.

 

God’s Warnings

 

Many times God will purposely block these in your life, giving you warning signs along the way.

 

Pay attention.

 

Stay alert to God’s warnings!

 

If it doesn’t match up with God’s Word, stay away from it!

 

No matter how great the opportunity looks.

 

Never judge anything by how great it looks.

 

Judge everything simply based on how it matches up with God’s Word in the Bible.

 

This is the best way to avoid unnecessary disaster and destruction.

 

Don’t ever compromise.

 

It is never worth it!

 

Unavoidable Trials and Tribulations

 

Many trials and tribulations are unavoidable; some are even part of God’s plan for your life to strengthen your faith, bless you, restore you with even more, and increase your testimony to others of  His victory over your situation.

 

John 16:33  (NKJV)

 

33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

 


Chapter 8:

What’s On the Island?

 

A shipwreck is a blessing.

 

It shifts your focus.

 

Picture being shipwrecked on an island...

 

At a certain point you stop focusing on the wreck.

 

What’s on the island?

 

Who lives there?

 

You are open to new ideas.

 

New people.

 

The Blessing

 

Sometimes God will leave you shipwrecked at an exact location

where he is placing someone on your path!

 

God can use mistakes and failures to lead us to our ultimate successes and victories.

 

Satan Tries to Block the Blessing

 

Satan also does this to block and derail us.

 

He will often send his people your way to block these blessings God has for you in the midst of your shipwrecks.

 

Qualify Everyone with God’s Word

 

As always, the best way to know whether someone is of Satan or God....qualify them by God’s word in the Bible!

 

That’s all you have to do.

 

Pray

 

Pray about the person or situation and see what God signals

back to you after you have qualified them using God’s word.

 

When you pray, always say “In the name of Jesus Christ,” at the beginning of your prayer.

 

Testimony

 

God might inspire you to share your testimony of Jesus Christ with people who don’t follow His ways or His commands, but it is not your job to save them.

 

Just get the message of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ to them and what He has done in your life.

 

As a general rule, you don’t want to make these people your friend unless they change their ways, follow Christ, and obey His commands.

 

It’s Not Your Job to Change People

 

Again, it’s not your job to change them.

 

Jesus Christ will do that.

 

Your Circle

 

The people you want in your circle will be followers of Christ, obeying His commands, and repenting when they fall short.

 

Just Being

 

Sometimes God is just purposely giving you a needed break.

 

It’s easy to get caught up in “self improvement,” and production mode, but if we are over doing it, God will sometimes place us in events and situations that slow us down or completely bring us to a halt!

 

Use some of that time to recharge.

 

Enjoy a sunrise or sunset or both.

 

Re-energize until you are rested.


Traffic

 

Traffic is an easy indicator of where I am spiritually.

 

If I’m in the flesh, I’ll drive faster, more rushed, and hurried, for no reason at all, other than the fact that I’m in the flesh.

 

God will usually place a lot of slow drivers right in front of me.

 

When I’m in the Spirit, there is either not as much traffic, people are driving at a reasonable speed, or there is traffic, but it doesn’t bother me.

 

Try the traffic test to determine where you are on the flesh or spirit scale!

 


Chapter 9:

Island Hopping

 

A shipwreck can lead to new adventures.

 

When your life is placed on hold or at a halt, it’s your oppportunity to explore.

 

New Opportunities

 

Maybe you’ve been stuck in the same grind for years seemingly without the opportunity to try something new.

 

Now that has all come to a halt.

 

Even if it hasn’t...

 

You always have the opportunity to stop what you are doing and change course!  

 

Waiting for a Shipwreck

 

You don’t have to wait for a shipwreck!

 

If nothing is working and your heart is not into it, it may indeed be God’s plan to change course.

 

Go with your heart, your instinct, and qualify it with God’s Word.

 

Risk

 

Trying something new is always a risk, sometimes, many times it might not be worth it up front, but in the end, it may lead you to a better life.

 

If you are following your heart and it aligns with God’s word and His will for your life, you can’t go wrong.

 

Go For Your Dreams

 

You only live once.

 

Live the adventures you want to live!

 

If they don’t align with God’s word, then do something that does.

 

Don’t waste your time chasing dreams that don’t align with God’s word.

 

Chase a dream that does align with God, Jesus Christ, and you can’t lose.

 

Don’t be afraid to island hop.

 

You never have to feel like you are stuck.

 

Job/Career Transitioning

 

Changing jobs every 6 months or year is not necessarily good for a resume! 

 

It depends on the situation and the people.

 

The notion of keeping the same job or even career for 50 years is becoming outdated, as advancements in technology and information rapidly change the way everything is done.

 

Work where you are both able to maximize your contribution to others, along with being able to develop spiritually in your walk with Christ.

 

Gaining experience in multiple fields can work for you.

 

It depends on your tolerance for change.

 

The more you learn to let go and let God, the easier it is.

 

Everyone has a different preference.

 


Chapter 10:

Diving

 

Never underestimate the people and resources God has already surrounded you with!

 

You might not even need to go island hopping.

 

The Treasure Might be Where You Already Are!

 

Island hopping is counterproductive in a situation where you already have all the people and resources you need in order to live a highly satisfied life that aligns with God’s plan!

 

You may have more than you’ll ever need right where you are.

 

Don’t take people and good opportunities for granted.

 

The grass is not always greener on the other side.

 

Sometimes the treasure is right where you are!

 

Does It Align with God’s Word?

 

Take another look at everyone God has surrounded you with,

along with the opportunities.

 

See if they align with God’s word.

 

If they do, then you already have everything you could ever want 

and need right there.

 

You may already have the talent for something different than 

what you are doing right now.

 

All you need to do is align with that talent and do it.

 

You might not need to go anywhere else!


Chapter 11:

S.O.S

 

SOS was created as a form of Morse code signaling “Save Our Ship” or “Save Our Souls.”

 

The morse code doesn’t translate to that, the code itself simplified, forms the letters SOS, although its meaning is universal.

 

Our Morse code as Christians is prayer.

 

Philippians 4:6  (NKJV)

 

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

 

Sometimes our shipwrecks in life are nothing more but wake-up calls by God to communicate with Him.

 

Sometimes He just reaches out and says “Hello? I’m Here!”

 

“Talk to Me.”

 

It’s easy to get overly stressed out and out of touch with God.

 

We stop praying.

 

We get too world focused.

 

Next thing you know, you lose your connection.

 

The good news is that God has not gone away from you.

 

You have most likely drifted away from God.

 

You can easily get back into communication with Him 

by getting closer to His word and prayer.

 

Just simply express your thoughts...whereever you are in life.

 

Talk to Him openly.

 

Whatever is on your mind.

 

Through prayer.

 

Pray “In the name of Jesus Christ...”

 

Align your life with His word in the Bible and you will find Him again.

 

If you have never experienced spiritual communication with Jesus Christ, it’s that easy.

 

Just say “God, Jesus, this is how I feel ...or I need help with this situation or Thank You!”

 

He appreciates gratitude!

 

He appreciates us coming to Him with everything everyday in prayer.

 

He doesn’t have a short attention span!

 

He’s the Creator of the World and everything in it.

 

Why wouldn’t we communicate with Him everyday?

 

It’s crazy that we wouldn’t.

 

Satan constantly tries to get us into the flesh to take that spiritual state away so that we drift further from God.

 

The truth is that God is always there, always has been, and always will.

 

He is the Alpha and the Omega.

The Beginning and the End.

The First and Last.

 

Revelation 1:8  (NKJV)

 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

 

The Lord always hears your prayers.

Repent, align yourself with His word and watch for His miracles.

 

Are you saved?

 

Your SOS might be to “Save Your Soul!”

 

You can receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior right now!

 

Romans 10:9-10  (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

*If you prayed that prayer just now and got saved, go to the Rapture Watch page and post a comment “I got saved!”


Chapter 12:

The Drowning Man

 

A fellow was stuck on his rooftop in a flood. 

He was praying to God for help.

 

Soon a man in a rowboat came by and the fellow shouted to the man on the roof, "Jump in, I can save you!"

 

The stranded fellow shouted back, "No, it's OK, I'm praying to God and he is going to save me."

 

So the rowboat went on...

 

Then a motorboat came by. The fellow in the motorboat shouted, "Jump in, I can save you!"

 

To this the stranded man said, "No thanks, I'm praying to God and he is going to save me. I have faith."

 

So the motorboat went on...

 

Then a helicopter came by and the pilot shouted down, "Grab this rope and I will lift you to safety!"

 

To this the stranded man again replied, "No thanks, I'm praying to God and he is going to save me. I have faith."

 

So the helicopter reluctantly flew away.

 

Soon the water rose above the rooftop and the man drowned. 

He went to Heaven. He finally got his chance to discuss this whole situation with God, at which point he exclaimed, "I had faith in you but you didn't save me, you let me drown. I don't understand why!"

 

To this God replied, "I sent you a rowboat, motorboat, and a helicopter, what more did you expect?!"


Isaiah 40:31  (NKJV)

 

31 But those who wait on the Lord

Shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,

They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.
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