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Introduction

 

The Horizon 

 

ho·ri·zon1

/həˈrai.zən/

noun

 

	 1. The line at which the earth's surface and the sky appear to meet.

	     		 2. The limit of a person's mental perception, experience, or interest.

 

Matthew 6:34 (NKJV)

 

34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

 

 

Destination Horizon

​

Focus on the horizon. 

 

Give God the rest.

 

Every once in a while we take the time out to view a majestic sunrise or sunset or just look up into the stars and ponder God's magnificence.   

 

It's a rare occasion that most of us allow ourselves that brief moment of realization in our busy lives.  

 

Too much to do.  

 

Too busy.  

 

Priorities, commitments, deadlines, etc.

​

 

The Speed of Life

​

Life is simply moving faster and faster.  

 

Technology and innovation speeds everything up.  

 

Every once in a while though, we will stop and see the horizon.  

 

We'll stop thinking and just take a moment to receive the complete power of the universe.  

​

No Divine Creator?

​

It has always amazed me how some of the most brilliant scientists, astrophysicists, etc., understand how complex the universe is; how broad in scope, perhaps better than anyone else here, yet they don't believe in God!

 

This isn't meant as an insult; it's just difficult for me to understand how they wouldn't perceive that only an omnipotent being could have created all of this to work in such a cohesive, concise, orderly way.

 

The Sun

​

Viewing a sunset, it seems like the sun is right there....yet it is somewhere around 93 million miles away!

 

There are supposedly planets that are 700x the size of the sun; 14,000x brighter?!

 

The Son

​

One of the reasons we’re surrounded by such colossal stars, planets, solar system, etc., is to remind us of how HUGE God is!

 

We get stuck in a narrow-minded thinking of Jesus Christ still being on the Cross.

 

We perceive His power in that meek, sacrificial state as a man, crucified by man in order to gain mans' eternal salvation for all who receive Him as Lord and Savior.


It is easy to forget how all-encompassing His power really is.  

 

He created this planet, the solar system, & the stars & galaxies beyond this universe -that we don't even know about yet!  ​

 

How can we relate Job to all of this?

 

Why did God rebuke Job the way He did?

After everything Job had been through...

 

God was reminding Job of who He is! 

 

On the surface, it seemed like one more insult against Job; but it was really just God reminding Job of how great He, as Job's creator, is. 

 

God was reminding Job to keep the faith.  

Job did keep the faith. 

God restored him double for everything he lost. 

When?

He restored Job when he prayed for his friends who were falsely accusing him. (See Job 42:10)

 

Read the entire Book of Job here.

 

Read God's Rebuke and Restoration of Job 

(Chapters 38-42 of the Book of Job here.)



1 

(Definition of “horizon” from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/horizon


Chapter 1:
In the Beginning...

 

You think God has stopped working in your life? 

 

The Book of Genesis in the Old Testament of the Bible gives you a reminder of God's pure brilliance and power.

 

You think He's not powerful enough to make a difference? 

Or maybe that He doesn't care?

 

God’s Power

 

Sometimes when thinking of God, we only see Jesus on the Cross.  

 

When we are tempted by Satan to think that God can’t handle all of our situations, we are reminded by this huge universe around us, that our God is a great God.  

 

Jesus Christ is all powerful.  

 

He actually sits on a throne at the highest point in Heaven above this unlimited, vast, universe around us!

 

He created all of this that we see in only 6 days!

 

When our faith falters, as it always does at some point as Christians, we only need to remind ourselves of how great, powerful, and massive God is.

 

His infinite power.

 

His love for all of humanity.

 

He gives us all free will.  

 

He doesn’t try to control us.

 

He hasn't stopped working in your life.  

Let Him finish the masterpiece...Keep the Faith. 

 

Consider Genesis 1 that details His creation of everything in 6 days!

 

Genesis 1 (NKJV)

In the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth...

 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

 

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day.

 

6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day.

 

9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

 

11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third day.

 

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

 

20 Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” 21 So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

 

24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over [g]all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

 

29 And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 30 Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so. 31 Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

 

Your destination is not the horizon.

 

The horizon gives you just a glimpse of where our capabilities as humans end and God's infinite love, creativity, and power begin.


Chapter 2

Sunrise

 

 

All the power in the world, right there.

 

You don’t need to chase it. 

 

It never fails.

 

The Sun costs nothing...

 

You don’t have to think about it.

 

Just a massive, majestic, source of power.

 

All the power you could ever need on this earth.  

 

All you have to do is just be. 

 

Your moment to simply be one with the universe. 

 

Matthew 6:34 (NKJV)

 

34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

 

The sun seems so close...

 

Yet it is approximately 93 million miles away!1

 

How long would it take to get there?

 

Light takes 8 minutes to reach the Earth from the Sun.

A jet traveling 550 mph would take around 19 years.

 

How big is the Sun?

 

Approximately 432,450 mile radius2


2,713,406 mile circumference.3

“You could line up 109 Earths across the face of the sun.”4

 

Other Stars

 

Supposedly there are stars that are 700x bigger and 14,000x  brighter than the sun.5

 

If anything, the sun and all of the planets in the galaxy, remind us of one thing...God’s infinite power and creative complexity, along with His artistic genius.

 

A Glorius Sunrise

 

Every sunrise is a masterpiece.

The next time you’re at the beach, make sure to wake up before the sunrise.

Yes, I get it...you’re on vacation.

Just do it anyway.

Go out early to the beach before the sunrise and watch the entire process.

It’s amazing.

Happens everyday.

Always a bit different.

The colors, the weather, clouds, no clouds, etc.

If you’re out early enough and the sky is clear, 

you’ll still see the glistening stars above.

 

Look Up

 

It’s a good time to look up into that night sky 

and contemplate God’s brilliance.

 

Maybe even have a contemplative conversation 

with the Creator, in your mind.

Or if you don’t mind looking crazy, 

feel free to have that conversation out loud!

 

Probably not a lot of people out there at that time, 

so you should be ok ;-)

A lot can be said for silence though.

 

Not a silence from fear,

but a silence from letting go.

 

Sometimes, simply letting go, being silent, especially at a time like

the sunrise is more powerful, more healing.

 

(Silencing yourself in conversation while the other person is talking 

can also be beneficial.  It gives you a chance to focus on what 

the other person is saying, so you can better understand what they 

are trying to communicate!)

 

Ok back to the sunrise...

 

It’s a form of meditation.

 

You are starting your day by letting go.

 

Looking up and realizing there is an omnipotent God who

created all of this.  

 

The God who created all that you see, created you.

Cares for you deeply.

That same level of depth that you see in the night sky transitioning

into that beautiful sunrise is just the surface of His capacity.

 

It may not seem like it, 

because of how devastatingly cruel this life-

and world can be,

along with how cruel we can be to each other,

through our own flawed nature as human beings.

Again, free will- and the spiritual battle.

 

He does care, immensely.
He has an original masterpiece-

design for your life,

where He will take all of your mistakes and failures-

and use them to form that masterpiece.

 

We’re usually standing way too close to the masterpiece to 

see it’s magnificent beauty as it evolves,

As we progress onward in our journey, 

at some point,

we may get a glimmer of it.

Through faith until the end, 

we will see it!

 

The sunrise is about letting go, 

realizing God’s magnificence,

and knowing that the same God- 

who has created that ever-changing,

yet familiar masterpiece in the sunrise,

and the sky above,

is the same God who is at work,

whether you realize it or not,

in designing your masterpiece.

 

It’s not just Him designing it though.

That would be boring for both Him and us!

It’s you and the Creator,

together- a personal relationship.

Teamwork.

A masterpiece that you’ll both look at when it’s finished,

and be proud of.

 

He has designed this day,

just like the weather,

it always changes.

 

Have faith that no matter what happens,

it’s for a bigger reason...

the ultimate fulfillment of the masterpiece of your life.

 

Maybe you have some tough lessons to learn-

before crossing the finish line-

to your masterpiece, 
but just remember...

it was all for a much greater victory.

 

Yes, it’s still a battle.

 

Satan knows the plans he has for your life...

All of the enemies, frustrations, destractions, plots, schemes, 

and weapons meant to destroy you.

God will use all of those-

to build, develop, and mold that masterpiece for your life.

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)

 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

 

Keep the faith.
God always wins.

Sometimes you have to wait on the Lord until the last second!

The greater the trials and tribulations...

the greater the victory.

 

When you start your day off with that mentality,

you are God and faith focused.

You’re in gratitude.

The creator of the universe is right there with you!

 



1 https://www.space.com/17081-how-far-is-earth-from-the-sun.html

2 https://www.space.com/17001-how-big-is-the-sun-size-of-the-sun.html

3 https://www.space.com/17001-how-big-is-the-sun-size-of-the-sun.html

4 https://www.space.com/17001-how-big-is-the-sun-size-of-the-sun.html

5 https://www.space.com/17001-how-big-is-the-sun-size-of-the-sun.html


Chapter 3:


Son...Rise

 

John 3:16 (NKJV)

 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

 

The Son.

 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,  known as the “Son of man.”

 

Same thing as the sun!

 

All powerful.

 

You don’t need to chase Him, He’s right there.

 

All the power in the world.

 

Before Jesus Christ was crucified, He had several back and forth conversations with the Pharisees and Jews who sought His death.  

 

Jesus knew their hearts; they sought His death, and would crucify Him on the Cross.  

 

He was rebuking them, because they were claiming to be of God, but secretly sought His death.  He was letting them know that they were of the lie and not of the truth.  

 

He was disrupting their hierarchy.

 

Jesus is reminding them that they are of the lie.  

The father of lies is Satan.

Satan is their father.  

If they were of God, they would be of the truth.

 

They were accusing Jesus as being the one with the demons!  

 

He’s reminding them that they won’t receive eternal life, because they don’t abide by God’s commands and don’t receive Him who is of the Father in Heaven. 

 

As they crucified Him, Jesus on the Cross, asked God to forgive them!

 

Luke 23:34  (NKJV)

 

34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

 

The Pharisees knew perfectly well what they were doing...they were setting up Jesus Christ to have Him killed.  What Jesus was saying in this verse is that they didn’t know the full extent of what they were doing.  

 

They didn’t fully realize they were killing their Messiah who was there to save... them.  

 

They didn’t know that many of them would not receive eternal life, but instead, eternal damnation.  If they knew that, they would never have done it. 

 

At Jesus’ death on the Cross, The centurion guarding Him, along with others with him,  knew at that point, He was indeed the Son of God.

 

Matthew 27:54 (NKJV)

 

54 So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

 

John 8  (NKJV)

Jesus the Light of the World

 

8 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

 

2 Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. 3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?” 6 This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.

 

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” 8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”

 

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”

 

And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”

 

12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

 

Jesus Defends His Self-Witness

 

13 The Pharisees therefore said to Him, “You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true.”

 

14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me. 17 It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me.”

 

19 Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?”

 

Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also.”

 

20 These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come.

 

Jesus Predicts His Departure

 

21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come.”

 

22 So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot come’?”

 

23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

 

25 Then they said to Him, “Who are You?”

 

And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. 26 I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”

 

27 They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father.

 

28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.” 30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.

 

The Truth Shall Make You Free

 

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

 

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?”

 

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.

 

Abraham’s Seed and Satan’s

 

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father.”

 

39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.”

 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.”

 

Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”

 

Before Abraham Was, I AM

 

48 Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?”

 

49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 And I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 51 Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.”

 

52 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.’ 53 Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?”

 

54 Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is [o]your God. 55 Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”

 

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”

 

58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”

 

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

 

They would later crucify Jesus on the Cross, just as He foretold.  He would be resurrected 3 days later and ascend into Heaven, then later, descend for 40 days appearing to Mary Magdalene, along with several other Disciples.

 

Luke 24  (NKJV)

He Is Risen

 

24 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ”

 

8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

 

Rise Up

 

It’s still not too late for you to receive eternal salvation, forgiveness of your sins; a future resurrection to eternity in Paradise. 

 

Maybe you’ll even rise up alive in the Rapture and not have to worry about a resurrection!  

 

What’s the difference?  

 

The Rapture is being caught up alive into the sky by the Lord!  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:17  (NKJV)

 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

 

The resurrection, is when the dead are resurrected.  

 

All of the dead will be resurrected in either of two ways:  The Rapture or the Great White Throne Judgment.  

 

Those who have received Jesus Christ and die in their faith will be resurrected in the Rapture. 

 

Those who did not receive Jesus Christ will be resurrected to the Great White Throne Judgment where they will be condemned to hell for eternity. 

 

Reserve your name in the Book of Life and make sure you are on the list to go up in the Rapture or be resurrected to the Judgment Seat of Christ:

 

Romans 10:9-10 New King James Version (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 


Chapter 4:
Sunset

 

Hebrews 12:2  (NKJV)

 

2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 

Ok, that great start to your day...you know that beautiful sunrise-

you made it to the sunset.

 

Did you have a few challenges?

 

Was it frustrating?

 

Great!

 

Progress.

 

There is great progress to be found in the middle of frustration and challenges.

 

But that is not what the sunset is about...

 

The sunset is finality. 

 

An ending. 

 

Closure.

 

Finally!

 

It’s that part of the day where we get to let go again.

 

The sunset should be a daily victory.

 

A celebration.

 

It can be a quiet, peaceful celebration.

 

Was it a disaster?  

 

A victory- to be cherished?

 

Just an average, monotonous day- 

where it doesn’t seem like much progress was made? 

 

More of the same?

 

A combination of some of all of the above?

 

The great thing about the sunset is... it’s over.

 

The day is finished.

 

God has implemented such a great order in this universe.

 

The sun setting is God’s way of saying, “let go.”

 

“Give the rest to me until tomorrow.”

 

Rest...until tomorrow.

 

Contemplate the lessons learned, 

 

what you are grateful for, 

 

and rest.

 

Look Up

 

Look up at the sky after a majestic sunset and remember...

 

God is still up above, He’s right there with you.

 

He’s still working on that grand masterpiece for your life...with you.

 

Always give Him another day to continue... until it is completed.

 

Luke 21:28  (NKJV)

 

28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”

 


Chapter 5:

The Race of Faith

 

Hebrews 12  (NKJV)

 

12 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 

The Race of Faith

 

Thank God that as Christians we have all of the Holy Spirit to help us win this spiritual battle!  

 

We’re all in a spiritual battle right now, whether we know it or not.

 

The non-Christians don’t understand this.  

 

They have already lost, unless they receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

 

This isn’t a race against people of other religions!

 

This is the hope of eternal salvation for all of the human race.

 

As Christians, we all run the race of faith for an imperishable crown...

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (NKJV)

Striving for a Crown

 

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

 

The Gospel of Christ

 

As Christians, our job is to simply get the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone as God puts it on our hearts; to witness to them our personal journeys with Christ, and let them know that they can begin a new journey with Jesus Christ by receiving Him as their Lord and Savior; gaining their eternal salvation.

 

Urgency

 

It’s also important to let everyone know of the urgency of Christ’s return for His Church very soon.  

 

Why?  

 

Because they won’t have another chance.  Once He returns to the sky to call up His Church, everyone else who is not saved, will be left behind for the 7 year Tribulation.

 

They will most likely take the Mark of the Beast when the Antichrist rises up at the 3rd Temple.  Anyone who takes that mark of the beast will lose their opportunity at eternal salvation.  They will all go to hell for eternity.

 

Why is this called a Race of Faith?

 

It’s called a race of faith because there is a finish line!  

 

That finish line is when we return to God in Heaven.  Those who die having received eternal salvation- they received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, have finished their race.  

 

They will be called up into Heaven during the Rapture of the Church before the 7 year Tribulation.  Those who are still alive when the Rapture happens, who have received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, will have finished their race of faith.

 

Jesus Christ is the author and finisher of our faith.

 

Why is Jesus called the Author of our Faith?

 

Because He, as God, became man so that He could be the perfect sacrifice for all of our sins, giving us the opportunity to receive eternal salvation.  

 

Without Jesus Christ, there is no faith.

 

He is the author of our faith.  

 

When we receive Him as our Lord and Savior, we receive eternal salvation.

 

How is Jesus the Finisher of Our Faith?

 

Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit- the Trinity, gets us across the finish line!

 

Once we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, Satan increases his spiritual attacks on our lives.  

 

Satan’s main goal is to destroy us.  

 

God’s main goal is to get us across the finish line having finished His masterpiece for our lives here. 

 

Our lives are not just for our own glory, they are for the glory of God.  

 

God is going to use us to glorify His kingdom.

 

He uses all the mistakes and failures for a greater victory....glorifying His Kingdom.

 

2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.

 

Forgiveness of Sin

 

Satan tries to ensnare us with sin.  

 

He tries to weigh us down.  

 

When we understand that through our faith in Jesus Christ, all of that sin, the failures, mistakes, have already been forgiven by Jesus Christ once we receive Him as our Lord and Savior...

 

There is no weight!

 

All we need to do is continue our walk with the Lord, continually renew our minds and repent from our sins, and wait on the Lord. 

 

Waiting on the Lord

 

The only weight... is the “wait” for the Lord to call us up into Heaven!

 

Psalm 27:14  (NKJV)

 

14 Wait on the Lord;

Be of good courage,

And He shall strengthen your heart;

Wait, I say, on the Lord!

 

Run with Endurance...

 

So the Lord says to run with endurance- the race that is set before us.

 

One way to do this, is to remember to just take everything one day at a time.

 

Don’t get too far into the future...just take care of what is here, right now in front of you- the horizon.

 

When you give God everything beyond the horizon, you run the race with endurance.

 

Matthew 25:21 (NKJV)

 

21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’


Chapter 6:
Enemies

 

 

Satan constantly reminds us of all our enemies everyday!

 

The world teaches us that we are to be obsessed with beating them.  

 

Competitions are one thing.  

 

Two individuals or two teams going head to head to see who will win.  

 

There’s nothing better than the glory of winning these, besides the glory of God.

 

Winning these with the glory of God is the ultimate.

 

It’s when these take you out of God’s commands, out of the spirit,

that they take a downturn.

 

An example is when people of Satan’s army declare war against you. 

 

Satan points out all the ways that they are attacking you;

he tries to tempt you into sin by getting you to retaliate against them.

 

You don’t need to retaliate against your enemies.

 

When you do this- you lose, because now Satan has you in the flesh, into sin.

 

The War is Already Won

 

That war is already won- through Jesus Christ.

 

When Satan reminds you of your enemies, just simply remind him of Jesus Christ.

 

Remind Satan that he is already defeated.

 

Point up at the sky.

 

You already have the victory through Christ.

 

When you already have the victory, your enemies, no matter what they are doing, no matter what they are planning, have already lost.

 

God Focused

 

Don’t give up your energy and positive spirit on resentment towards them.

 

Keep your focus on God.

 

When you start feeling the weight of the bondage of resentment, anger, etc., because you are focused on your enemies and their attacks, just let go.

 

Let Go Let God

 

Remind yourself daily that you already have the victory through Jesus Christ.

 

You don’t have to battle your enemies!

 

It’s a spiritual battle.

 

Let God handle it.

 

Let God handle them.


Servant of the Lord

 

Figure out how you can help people by being a servant of the Lord.

 

Stay God focused.

 

Stay in His word in the Bible.

 

That’s how you defeat your enemies.

 

Once you understand this, in a spiritual sense, they disappear.

 

They no longer exist.

 

No matter what they are doing, it doesn’t affect the final result.

 

You win- through Christ.

 

They lose.

 

Don’t get caught up in beating them. (They’ve already lost!)

 

Allow yourself to enjoy your victory through Christ, by staying in the fruits of the spirit.

 

That’s the true victory over your enemies.

 

Galatians 5:22-23 (NKJV)

 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

 


Chapter 7:
The Gospel of Christ

 

 

As Christians, our job, our mission,  is to simply get the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone as God puts it on our hearts; to witness to them our personal journeys with Christ, and let them know that they can begin a new journey by receiving Him as their Lord and Savior; gaining their eternal salvation.

 

Urgency

 

It’s also important to let everyone know of the urgency of Christ’s return for His Church very soon.  

 

Why?  

 

Because they won’t have another chance.  

 

Once the Lord returns to the sky to call up His Church, everyone else who is not saved, will be left behind for the 7 year Tribulation.

 

They will most likely take the Mark of the Beast when the Antichrist rises up at the 3rd Temple.  

 

Anyone who takes that mark of the beast will lose their opportunity at eternal salvation.  

 

They will all go to hell for eternity.

 

Why do I repeat this over and over again?

 

Because it’s that important.

 

Who wants to tell someone that they could go to hell for eternity?

 

I’ve probably told people to do that a time or two in my own fleshly state!

 

Realistically, it’s hard for me to think of anyone having to go to a lake of fire for eternity.

 

But it’s going to happen.

 

Who is it going to happen to?

 

Anyone who has not received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

 

How do you  get saved?

 

Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV)

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

That’s it. 

 

That’s all you have to do to get saved.

 

Why am I including this in this book?

 

Because many people think their final destination is the horizon. 

 

 They dont’ think there is an afterlife. 

 

They just think they die and that’s it.  

 

That’s not it.

 

They live eternally, forever.

 

It just depends on where they are going to live.

 

Heaven or Hell.

 

They will all be judged by God.  

 

Those who received Jesus Christ will be forgiven of their sins and spend eternity in Heaven with God. 

 

Those who do not receive Jesus Christ, will spend eternity in a lake of fire.


Chapter 8: 


Renewing the Mind

 

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)

 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

 

Satan’s Attacks

 

Satan is constantly trying to ensnare us with sin and attacks.  We are to discipline ourselves to  renew our minds daily; remind ourselves each day that Satan has already lost, repent of our sins, and focus on God, Jesus Christ, His word in the Bible so that we can “run with endurance” the race that is set before us.


You Choose Your Focus

 

If we are contantly focused on all of our enemies, mistakes, and failures instead of focused on God, it is much more difficult to run this race with endurance.  

 

When we focus on God, His word in the Bible, giving Him everything, it becomes a much easier run. 

 

We’re not weighed down.  

 

We’re lighter- we can run with endurance across the finish line. 

 

We Already Have the Victory

 

Satan loves to remind us of all of our enemies, our mistakes, failures, and tempt us into sin daily.  

 

The way we battle this, is to remind ourselves that we already have the victory through Christ; we let His word in the Bible and the Holy Spirit guide us across the finish line. 

 

Renew Your Mind

 

Everyday!  

 

You need to be aware of Satan’s attacks.  

 

Anytime you feel anxious, worried, angry, etc., you know it’s time to refocus on God and His word to renew your mind.  

 

2 Timothy 1:7  (NKJV)

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.


Chapter 9:


And Still...

 

The most important moment of a boxing or combat match...after two fighters have given it everything they have...a winner is announced... The announcer will triumphantly announce “And NEW!” or “And STILL!” Champion of the World is...

 

While they are announcing the champion, the ring referee will raise the winner’s arm.

 

There is usually a panel of judges, who most of the time get it right, but not all the time.

 

Jesus Christ is the final judge for all of humanity. 

 

He will get it right.  

 

His judgment won’t be based on our works -for those who have received Him as Lord and Savior.

 

We will be rewarded for our works, but they won’t get us into Heaven.

 

If we received Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we will be free from judgment. 

 

Our sins will be forgiven.  

 

We are eternal champions in Christ.  

 

If you dont’ receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, your sins won’t be forgiven, you’ll lose for eternity.  

 

It doesn’t matter how great you think your works here are. 

 
How many people you helped...how much you gave in charity...none of that will matter if you didn’t receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

 

It is not by works, but through faith that we are saved..

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)

 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, 

lest anyone should boast.

 

We know who the Champion will be at the end of this great fight between Satan and God...it will be “And STILL” Champion of the World....Jesus Christ!

 

It’s really a battle of Satan vs. us.

 

Satan is not even on God’s level!

 

If we choose to leverage Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we automatically have the victory over Satan through Christ.

 

One day soon, God is going to literally raise all Christians into Heaven!

 

If they died in their faith as a Christian, they will be “resurrected” to the Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven.  

 

The Christians who are still alive when God calls up His Church, will be literally caught up into Heaven alive and will go to the Judgment Seat of Christ.  

 

As a reminder, there is no condemnation for sins at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

 

As a Christian, when you receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you become an eternal champion.  

 

You share that victory with Christ, who won it, for all of us at the Cross at Calvary 2000 years ago.

 

He didn’t have to...

 

He already has the Eternal Throne in Heaven.

 

When we try to fight Satan alone, or don’t even realize he’s out to get us...we lose.

 

When we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we automatically have the victory.

 

That’s why at “The Battle of Armageddon,” we won’t even be fighting.

 

It won’t be a battle.

 

Jesus Christ is simply going to ride down here on a white horse, touch down at the Mount of Olives, and wipe out the entire 200 million man army that will be assembled against Israel...in a split second.

 

We will be riding on horses behind him! We’ll see the whole event!

 

Jesus Christ is STILL the Champion of the World. The Champion for everyone who wants to receive Him as their Lord and Savior.

 

Philippians 2:10-11 (NKJV)

 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


Chapter 10:
Today

 

Hebrews 3:7-11 (NKJV)

 

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:

 

“Today, if you will hear His voice,

8 Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,

In the day of trial in the wilderness,

9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me,

And saw My works forty years.

10 Therefore I was angry with that generation,

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart,

And they have not known My ways.’

11 So I swore in My wrath,

‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”

 

 

What was God talking about here?

 

He is talking about the Israelites He brought out of Egypt through Moses.

 

They rebelled and worshipped false idols.  

 

They didn’t have faith.

 

God told them to go and take the promised land, but they didn’t have confidence in the Lord that they could.

 

So What Happened?

 

He let them roam around in the wilderness for 40 years until they all died.

 

None of them made it to the promised land.

 

They saw His works - all the miracles He performed...

 

the 10 Plagues in Egypt, the Parting of the Red Sea, the Manna from Heaven, yet they still didn’t believe.

 

They still didn’t follow His commands.

 

He provided for them in the wilderness for those 40 years, but they never made it to the promised land.

 

God isn’t just speaking of the Israelites in the Wilderness though...

 

He’s talking about all of us repeating those same patterns of behavior in our faith.

 

We go through seasons of faith and favor, then through seasons of rebellion.


 

We are all much like Israel in the eyes of God.

 

He blesses us with favor, we rebel, He then has to discipline us.

 

The Wrath of God

 

Soon the entire world will experience the complete wrath of God.

The Apostasy of the Church is happening right now.

God is about to call up His Church.

 

After He does this, Israel is going to go through it’s biggest tribulation ever.

 

The Antichrist is going to confirm the 7 year false peace covenant between Israel and other nations.

 

Once the Antichrist rises up at the 3rd Temple and declares himself as God, stops the animal sacrifices, known as the “Abomination of Desolation,” also as the beginning of the Great Tribulation- 

 

God’s wrath on this entire planet will escalate until Armageddon, 3.5 years later.

 

The end of the 7 year Tribulation.

 

What does this have to do with Today?

 

God is warning us to “Today, hear His voice.”

“Do not harden your hearts.”

 

The Kingdom is at hand.

 

Obey His commands and escape His wrath.

 

 

Hebrews 3:16-19 (NKJV)

 

16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

 


Isaiah 40:31  (NKJV)

 

31 But those who wait on the Lord

Shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,

They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint
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